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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Silver Spring Historic District is a seven block area along
Georgia Avenue, stretching from the north side of Colesville Road
to the South side of Silver Spring Avenue, containing commercial
buildings constructed from 1910 to 1946, At the southern end of
the district are small commercial structures dating back to the
1910s; in the middle are larger masonry buildings from the 1920s
and 1930s; and at the northern end are large shopping complexes
and department stores from the 1940s. The change in designs from
one end of the district to the other graphically demonstrates

the evolution of Silver Spring from a dusty crossroads to the
"downtown 'of Montgomery County," -

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Before the turn of the century the area that is now Silver Spring was
primarily large estates and open farmland. A small crossroads settlement
called "Sligo" stood near what is now the intersection of Georgia Avenue
(the old Washington and Brookeville Turnpike) and Colesville Road (the
old Ashton-Colesville-Sligo Turnpike). However, by the early 1900s, the
growth of new suburbs in the area began to transform the rural character
of the crossroads village. :

An early and prime catalyst for suburban growth was the Metropolitan
Branch of the B & O Railroad, completed in 1873. By the end of the
19th century a station, named after the nearby Blair estate, "Silver
Spring,'" had been sstablished where the tracks crossed Georgia Avenue,
~"™n important route for farmers hauling goods to District markets. This,
-ombined with a street car line which travelled up the middle of the
pike from Washington to the communities beyond Silver Spring, made the
area a prime business location.
In 1910, the Silver:Spring Bank opened up_near the tracks, providing
a steady stream of customers in the area.? Several other stores and houses,
including a brick armory, were built close-by. By 1915, Silver Spring
was a bust%ing little community catering to passing farmers and local
residents.

From 1910 on, most new construction in the commercial area was built on
the east side of Georgia Avenue, stretching northward from the tracks.
This trend continued up through the late 1940s, Since few buildings
have been torn down since, it is possible to travel north on Georgia
Avenue from the tracks and observe the evolution of commercial arch-
itecture from the simple styles of 1910 to Art Deco designs of the
1940s, and observe the changes in character which the town of Silver
Spring has undergone.

The greatest changes in the commercial district took place in the 1920s.
With the trend of moving to the suburbz gathering force, much of the farm-
land adjoining the area was developed. Water, sewage, and electricity
were added. The main roads were paved, and an underpass for Georgia Avenue
was built beneath the railroad tracks. )

//’\
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P Significance, Con't.

The underpass forced a reorientation of the business district. The
original district was oriented around buildings located next to the
tracks. However, the underpass now cut off those structures from the

main flow of traffic, and several were forced to move. The bank opened

a new building further north on Georgia Avenue, at the corner of Bonifant
Street. The relocation of the bank, and the constructidn:.of several other
new buildings including a movie theater and a car dea%ership, were the
catalyst for new building on that side of the street.

Throughout the 1930s new stores were built along Georgia Avenue. Some
of these were constructed on the site of former residgnces, while
others filled in the empty gaps between older stores. The need for
commercial establishments increased as the surrounding suburbs expanded.
By the end of the 1930s, the construction of a number of large

garden apartment complexes, including the sprawling Falkland Apartments
alongside the new road link to southwestern Montgomery County,

East-West Highway, dramatically increased the potential patrons

of Silver Spring business establishments.

Silver Sporing's ascent from a local shopping strip to a major
commercial center took place in the 1940s. By 'now developers
recognized the area's potential, Besides being located in the

S~ heart of suburban Montgomery County and on major roads, Silver
Spring was also a busy railroad center. It was estimated that in 1946
as many people got off trains in Silver Spring as in the over-
crowded Union Station in downtown Washington.

Sam Eig, a D. C. grocer turned developer, bought the Apple Orchard
Beer Garden at the corner of Georgia Avenue and Colesville Road

and built one of the first shopping centers in the area.8 The
curving streamlined building and the adjacent art deco Silver Theater
were strong departures from the earlier conservative architectural
designs in Silver Spring.

The shopping center was the first commercial development on Colesville
Road, and set off a building boom on the block between Georgia Avenue
and Fenton Street. Unlike the older stores, these new buildings

were big and flashy. The clean new designs and the neon signs
advertising fancy stores brought people from all over the county

and northwest Washington to shop in Silver Spring..

The largest store in Silver Spring, the Hecht Company, was built
in 1946 with a monolithic facade, popular at the time. The area
was soon dubbed '"'the downtown of Montgomery County."9




Attachment B
Significance, Con't.

While throughout the 1950s and 1960s highrise buildings changed the
character of Silver Spring, few new commercial establishments were
added. By the 1970s the area's appeal had dimmed. Newer and

more opulent suburban shopping malls siphoned off customers. Many
of the original stores were replaced by lesser businesses. Richer
residents moved away to other suburban developments. A sewer
moratorium prevented new construction. The opening of the Metro
Subway Station in 1976 helved raise property values, but it is still
uncerta}B whether or not Silver Spring will regain its previous
luster.
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. foXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ~ ORIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE.

There are a number of old structures here that formed the
core of Silver Spring in the early 1900's. All of the (west)
facades have been altered, but the basic lines of the structures
are visible to the sides and rear. AaAll of the buildings face
west on Georgia Ave. To the north of Silver Spring Ave. are
several one-story, store fronts-some of them frame. A square,
Colonial Revival dwelling (now the Art Shop) has a stone facade
and display window. South of this, on the NE corner, is a flat-
roofed, frame structure (now Bell's Flowers and covered with
stucco) with a three-bay facade. On the SE corner is the
Silver Spring Volunteer Fire Dep't—-a large, brick building, _
with a gabled facade and three garage doors. South of this are
several smaller buildings, with remodeled exteriors of cinder-
block, stone, etc. ' :

Ny ' !
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

.

In contrast to the major commercial center it is today,
Silver Spring was a sleepy, rural community until early in
this century. In fact, the older part of the village was
actually at Sligo-now the intersection of Ga. Ave. & Colesville
Rd.

The present Fire Dep't. building is actually the structure
that housed the old Silver Spring Armory. The stucco building
on the NE corner (now Bell's Florist) was once a country grocery
store. Most of the 0ld landmarks of Silver Spring-the Blair

P and Lee houses, the 1878 JRR Station, etc., have been destroyed,
Qv - and the only residue of the early commercial center exists beneath
these present buildings.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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we do nevertheless have a great deal of interesting
architecture, more than any but a few American cities.
By David Brinkley

Profiting from the Past

Charleston has profited enormously—and not just in
money—by preserving theirs. Until recently, we have
done very little. Now it is started. There is a tremen-
dous amount to be done, and I hope it will be done,
because we have an asset that most towns in America
would be delighted to have. We have many old houses,
some restored, some waiting to be. We have the basic
materials that other cities don't. You can't preserve a
historic house if it is not there. -

to be there, and when you leave you have the feeling
you have been somewhere. W
I doubt any of us has ever had the feeling in a town
that is primarily a collection of gas stations, Holiday
Inns, McDonalds, a few otdinary and uninteresting
residential areas, and a lot of highway. signs telling you
which way out of town. e Ll
Our town has a great deal more than that, and could
have still more. It's an old town. By American stan-

becoming more and more uncomfortable,” unpleasant,
even d:fngerous, and ugly. Just plain ugly. Beauty is an
increasingly scarce commodity. As it becomes scarcer,

Atmosphere and Be auty ' . town like Wilmington that - possesses this kind of
position to take advantage of it, develop it
it. And profit from it, though I don't want to-put-all
the stress on the economic benefits, important'as they

When 1 travel around and people ask where 1 came
from and I tell them Wilmington, North Carolina, they
often say, "Oh, yes, that's up the coast, riorth “of
“No Charleston is
down the coast, south of Wilmington.” But, neverthe-.
less, Charleston is a good deal more famous than we
are because it has done a great deal to preserve its
atmosphere and beauty. The Battery in Charleston is
quite beautiful, and the uglier our big cities become,
the more attractive an area like that becomes, and the
more attractive to visitors. (From a strictly economic
standpoint, the great virtue of tourists is that you don't
have to build schools for them. They come totown,
spend their money, and leave. They do not require the
huge investment in public services as if they came
and stayed.) - : 24Z

I'm on the Board of Trustees at Colonial Williams-

are. P et -

Even beyond the money, there is the sheer pleasure
of living and working and raising children and dogs in
a town that is pretty, a town that feels as if it means
something, that has some atmosphere, rather than one
more collection of pizza parlors and neon lights.

Here we have a choice, and the time to exercise it.
We slept through the uglification of America and did
not suffer the mutilation that has occurred in so many

other cities. Or not as UCh-Of it N
Uncontrolled Growth - b

. # There’s a suburb of Washington .named Silver
Spring, Md., and it is perfectly hideous—rampant,
unplanned, uncontrolled, postwar growth. It’s horrible.
There's a Chevrolet, dealer’s building on one of its
main corners, called Loving Chevrolet. They have 4
commercial on the radio with a little jingle that goes:
“The prettiest thing in Silver Spring is Loving Chevro-
let.” The sad partis, it'strue.” = . - s

In most controversies about public-pekicies; usually
about how te-spend-the #fiGney, it is usually a question
of doing this or that, one policy or another policy. In
this kind of situation, no such choice is necessary. We
can do both. We can preserve and protect out beautiful

our annual stream of visitors is in the millions, and -
‘rising all the time. We often have more crowds than -
we can handle. e =

It may be a starcling fact, but true, that Wilmingto
has a greater number of interesting houses than

3

v : -
gy ¢ B i 3

wagty O e

(¥
£ gz WL ST _ 0 r}\t \ \\:‘3 historic buildings and we can build new ones elsewhere
s T e TR L in town—and without any conflict between the two.
- W Ll j You do not have to give up one to have the other.
- 2 f PN In fact, they complement each other. If pecople come
Bk ok R b3 g o 5{ ‘i{_ 2, to town to visit, they will also want a new hotel or-
o 3 -;;l{' a2 "“\;*«w X motel to stay in, new stores to shop in. So there’s
: P s T R | something in it for everybody. And I can tell you from.

my own personal experience, it pays off in every way.

Honse where British General Cornwallis stayed in Wilming- . L :
ton when he visited in 1781. It is now a museum and head- I hope that here in Wilmington we continue t0 goO

quarters of the state Society of Colonial Dames. ahead with it. We'll be crazy if we don't.
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The simple fact is that the big cities of America are

beauty—actual and potential—is in a remarkalﬁlAngiood"p
a‘ndienjoy P

deemsar it becomes -more -and=more:sought-after, ~more and o
" tmore in demand, and at a higher and Ql,igh_e:-pricéwk-“»”"'.; 2
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_ thinking of the .present amount

correctly,
had its streetcars. A special

to run through, but I don’t

Silver Spring Of Yesterday

Thémpson, snd quite s Wway
back was her residence, which
now houses. the Holy Name
Academy.

A little further up the road
on the east side of Georgia
Avenue was s home at that
time occupied by a Mr. Young,
who rah a tavern on the south-
east corner of what is now
Colesville Road and Georgis
| Avenue. On the northeast cor-
ner (Hahn Shoe Store) was
the Woodside Methodist Church,
a frame building. As Silver
Spring grew, it was moved up
Georgia Avenue in the middle
of the o]d Pike Road to its
present locationh

A ‘Dull Place’
25 Years Ago

John H. Hunter, a vice-
president and director of
the Suburban Trust Com-
pany, is one local resident
who has watched Silver
Spring grow from what he
called “the most lonesome
spot’ between Glenmont
and the city of Washington
to become the place of
swarming activity It is to-
day. He came to Silver
Spring in 1913, and with his
brother, Thomas, operated
Hunter Brothers, a farm-
er's sopply store, until

1415, The business con- g ; - il
tinue« as the present Ma- Rxch:.}'d- J;mes’ home, Whlch~
octupied quite & few scres of

Joney's, Ine., in the sam ; o - : Tud
13,.:‘“0“ o Georgi: ',A"f ground hbove the District Line.

nue next to the B. & O. On the east sidg wadiMr: and
Railroad yards. The follow- Mrs. Jn:m]n's hgme, now Jesup
ing article by Mr. Hunter Blalr Park. ik,
gives a picture of Silver the county by Mrs. Jannin.
Spring as it was approxl.
mately 25 vears'ago.).
By John Hunter *
[y .
At the apprOsch. of-° the
twenty-fifth anniversary of The
Maryland News.] have béex

Florist place, a?out where the

of business in Silver Spring to-
day as compared with the ac-
{ivity here 25 years .ago.

At that time, if 1 remember
Silver Spring still’

place was left under the first
B & O underpass for the cars

think they ever used it, because
after the underpass was com-
pl( \e streetcars were dis-
ca

-~

.r buxes. ;
1t wasn't very long before
~nnmn\/\nnlnllinh about the

Next to the ghumﬁ was Mr.;

1t was given to{
v
Then*theré was Boyle's|

“Building and Supply:

i operated” by
| 4nd David Mears,

ND

i

OF AN ERA—A 175

2 Imc. store front.

-yea
_ Bres. ngdwnre store, was cut

4By

r-old pi;l oak tree, a lahdmark which fronted the old Hunter
down in June 1948 to make way for the moderp Maloney's,

“low that was the Silver Spring
By it
swas"the Silver, Spring Garage,
Allen Newman:

“later run by
‘Meuben Selar. e ;
- . Standing_ on;the present site
of Maloney’s next to the B&O
way ‘the .new Hunter Brothers
atore in a building constructed
in 1925. - Prior to that time the
business had been operating in
an pld frame building that had
fno esnveniences, with a well of

! good water 8/~ corner of the
] building. 'l

Mian Shaw nmistress
4 Tha woet off was where |

="}

.'mtt building esublisﬁment‘bez-. :
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_ numerous cnmplmntq about the

rarrow  underpass  eventnally

sbrought the wgnderful one we

1now have.

1 remember that the Silver
Spring National Bank was
where The Maryland. News is
at present. Wilkins and Jor-
Jdon Flour and Grist Mill was
lecated on the east side of
tieorgia Avenue at Slipe Ave-
nve, and their office and other
warechouses were on the west
side of Georgia Avenue, where
the B & O yards are now.

Few Stores on Georgia

There were a few stores on
each side of Georgia Avenue.
Dr. Fry, the veterinarian, had

his office and house there, and |

R. R. Gannon had moved into
his new place on the east side
of the avenue. He had pre-
viously occupied one portion of
Hunter Brothers’
storehouse. .

Dr. Edwin Dudley ran a drug
gtore in Cannon’s then new
building. Mr. and Mrs. Wood-
son were Ford dealers - next
door, south of the present fire
department.

The fire department at that
time consizted of only a couple
pieces of apparatus, and I think
one vehicle was on solid tires.
Today’s modern department is
a sharp contrast,

On the nottheast corncr of
Silver Spring and Georgia Ave-

puek was n grocery store occu-
pied by W. A. Kingsbury,
which Futer became the Sani-

tzry Grocery Co. store,

Hugh . 0'Dunnell then lived
iy a stuceo house which today
is occupied by Yorsyth's drug
store.

ir
yiwht,
toadd wa a

Ty memory  serves me
‘the ». st building up the
qvise which was
cocupiedd .1 Masonie Temple
£ the 1t stood about
whire the Grand Leader ix lo-
cated today.

Pt .t pesidences  were

shiam TFompson and

i)
Ve

¢ . or, Thomas llunter,

t « Averve between
1 g wrue and  Donifant
: ‘ Peonles  Drug
h . vy glore

-
X T o

\

old frame

«Don Fugitt Photo
JOHN H. HUNI‘ER wy

Institute Cleaning and Dfe-
ing building is located today.

Blacksmith Shop

Coming down Georgix Ave-
nue toward the' District Line
onr the west side above Coles-
ville Pike was Judge Sawyer's
place and Mr. Fiddler's Black-
smith Shop near Colesville
Road. :

The next residence, where the
present post office stands, was
the palatial Major Gist Biair
hgne, withsabout 20 rooms. It
was later occupied by Capt.
Frank L. Hewitt.

The Suburban National Bank,

nmow Suburban Trast Co,. had

been Jocated on the ;out.hwe:st
corner for two years, and the

A2

Colie’s Barber Shop
fwith Miss Bertha Shaw as, post-

. Miss Shaw Postmistress
.The post office -was where
is now,

mistress.. .
Over the hlll blck ot the

Ameriean Instrument Co. was]

the home of Semator Blair Lee,
which had been in the Lee fam-
ily. for many years. Senator

‘Lee was the father of Col. E.

Brooke Lee and Blair Lee II,
Across the B & O  Railroed
tracks was- the large mansion
of Mr. Montgomery Blair.

B & O_trains going west did

not‘stop at that tinve in Sitver |

Spring—only the locals, and

there were not many houses in |]

‘Silver Spring at that time. In
fact, Sligo was the larger com-
munity.

In the past 25 years I have
seen many changes in this won-
derful new city. My, hrothers
md - were raised on a. farm
near Glenmont, and while car-

i

Highest Trade for your old car. 3%
150 Used Cars to choose from. $10.00 Down.

See These Easy Monthly Payments
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Test Drive a New Kaiser or Henry J Today.

Finance.

EARLY TRACTORS mo‘lllﬂa
- Bros. Hnrdwuro Bum » Sﬂm g Isnd
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r sale at the old Hunter
mark.

v, . «
a

rying our. hrm goodl and pro- puo through until we regched
dyce to Washington markets, Sc.hutzpn Pnrk, which was then
Sliver Spring- . was -about as loutod aboye the present ball
lonesome a pluce u we had to purk on Gmma -Avenue.
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‘47 Ford 4 dr. R & H .. 18.60 ‘40 Chevrolet Conv, 11.00
*4f Chev. 2 dr, R & H . 30,50 *41 P'entiae 4 . 1800
‘47 Frazer R & H, OD 3050 ‘38 Chevrolet R.00
'48 Mereury R & H 19 L0 *41 Ruick . 11.00
'50 Austin 4 dr. Dixe . 46.00 ‘40 Sipdelaher 12.00
*47 Kaiser R & a% ca% ek 11,09
°48 Frazer R R E00 41 Olin 19.00
'47 Sturkhnker R & H, OU 4%.00 39 Huiek 12.01

48 Ford Cumom . . .. 5200 *41 Chrysler 16 00

7 Packard R & H .. 45 00 ‘41 Studenaker 19.00
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‘51 Henry "J" 49.60 ‘42 Pontinc 19.00
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION -

November 20, 1989
See correspondence dated

ACTION TAKXEN , 5
M. 36~7 | i

Mr. John Menke, Director

Department of Environmental Protection
Executive Office Building

101 Monroe Street

Rockville, MD 20850

Dear Mr. Menke:

On November 16, 1989, the Montgomery County Planning Board
held a public hearing, as required under Section 24A-10 of the
County's Historic Preservation Ordinance--Moratorium on Altera-
tion and Demolition, in order to make a finding on the signifi-
cance of three buildings: the newer portion of the Hecht's
Building (8500 Fenton Street), the McCrory's Building (8649
Colesville Road) and the Eig Building (8641 Colesville Road).
These structures are identified as being within the proposed
Silver Spring Historic District, Site #36/7 on the Locational
Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in MéAtgomery County, Marvland.

These three specific buildings were found not to warrant
designation on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. At the
conclusion of the hearing, the Planning Board closed the record
and voted unanimously to remove these three buildings from the
Locational Atlas in order to allow the issuance of demolition
permits on the structures. This action does not affect the lLoca-
tional Atlas status of other buildings within the proposed Silver
Spring Historic District.

Please adjust your records to reflect the Planning Board's
action. If you have any questions concerning this issue, please
do not hesitate to contact Gwen Marcus at 495-4570. .

Sincerely,

ATV S ST N

Gus Bauman
Chairman

cc: Jared Cooper, Historic Preservation Commission
Sally Oden, DEP
Mike Dwyer, Park Historian
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Facing the

Future

By David Brinkley

to be there, and when you leave you have’ the feeling
you have been somewhere. _

I doubt any of us has ever had the feeling in a town
that is primarily a collection of gas stations, Holiday
Inns, McDonalds, a few ordinary and uninteresting
residential areas, and a lot of highway signs telling you
which way out of town. -

Our town has a great deal more than that, and could
have still more. It’s an old town. By American stan-

When I travel around and people ask where 1 came
from and I tell them Wilmington, North Carolina, they
often say, "Oh, yes, that's up the coast, north of

* Charleston.” To which I answer, "No Charleston is

down the coast, south of Wilmington.”” But, neverthe-
less, Charleston is a good deal more famous than we
are because it has done a great deal to preserve its
atmosphere and beauty. The Battery in Charleston is
quite beautiful, and the uglier our big cities become,
the more attractive an area like that becomes, and the
more attractive to visitors. (From a strictly economic
standpoint, the great virtue of tourists is that you don't
have to build schools for them. They come to town,
spend their money, and leave. They do not require the
huge investment in public services as if they came
and stayed.) &+ :
T'm on the Board of Trustees at Colonial Williams-

-burg, which is really only a big restoration project, and;

our annual stream of visitors is in the millions, and

rising all the time. We often have more crowds than .-

we can handle. [ £

It may be a startling fact, but true, that Wilmington,_ .

nteresting houses than

e

House where British General Cornwailis stayed in Wilming-
ton when he visited in 1781, 1t is now a museum and head-
quarters of the state Society of Coloniai Dames.

burg 1s walk around the SIIeets and 100K dl Lic upusLo.
7.1 and where possible, go into them. Wilmington doesn't
have a Governor’s Palace nor a House of Burgesses, -
and Patrick Henry did not make his speeches here, but 3
we do nevertheless have a great deal of interesting
architecture, more than any but a few American cities.

Profiting from the Past

Charleston has profited enormously—and not just in
money—by preserving theirs. Until recently, we have
done very little. Now it is started. There is a tremen-
dous amount to be done, and I hope it will be done,
because we have an asset that most towns in America
would be delighted to have. We have many old houses,
some restored, some waiting to be. We have the basic
materials that other cities don't. You can't preserve a
historic house if it is not there. . 'L,h

The simple fact is that the big cities of America are
becoming more and more uncomfortable, unpleasant,
even dangerous, and ugly. Just plain ugly. Beauty is an A
increasingly scarce commodity. As it becomes scarcer,
more in demahd,_fa_n_d atal Qi&ﬁe}' anq:&bighsz{%priee;ﬁw )
town like Wilmington that possesses this kind of
beauty—actual and potential—is in a remarkably good '
position to take advantage of it, develop it and enjoy .
it. And profit from it, though I don't want to-put-all
the stress on the economic benefits, important'as they
are. o LAl
Even beyond the money, there is the sheer pleasure
of living and working and raising children and dogs in
a town that is pretty, a town that feels as if it means
something, that has some atmosphere, rather than one
more collection of pizza parlors and neon lights. %
- Here we have a choice, and the time to exercise it.

We slept Fhrough the uglification of America and did
not suffer the mutilation that has occurred in so many
other cities. Or not as ruch-ofitee

_dagdsngqlgyﬁpld%l_ts‘scmng.,on.gheﬂnvex,,;heﬁ_oc?anwandmwitdbecomes—moreﬂandanom,s,onghtwaftcr, more~and ""ﬁ/

Uncontrolled Growth .~

# There's a suburb of Washington named Silver
Spring, Md., and it is perfectly hideous—rampant,
unplanned, uncontrolled, postwar growth. It’s hor\rible. \*
There's a Chevrolet dealer's building on one of its
main corners, called Loving Chevrolet. They have 4
commetcial on the radio with a little jingle that goes:

“The prettiest thing in Silver Spring is Loving Chevro- ¥ o
. let.”" The sad part is, it’s true. : v’
In most controversies about public policies,‘:' usually
abotithew-to-spend the'money, it is usually a question
of doing this or that, one policy or another policy. In
this kind of situation, no such choice is necessary. We
can do both. We can preserve and protect our beautiful
historic buildings and we can build new ones elsewhere

in town—and without any conflict between the two.

You do not have to give up one to have the other.
In fact, they complement each other. If people come -
to town to visit, they will also want a new hotel or-
motel to stay in, new stores to shop in. So there's
something in it for everybody. And I can tell you from
my own personal experience, it pays off in every way.
I hope that here in Wilmington we continue to go
ahead with it. We'll be crazy if we don’t.

M. 36-7
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its September 6, 1984 meeting.
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Old Silver Spring Commercial Area
(Silver Spring Survey District)
Washington West Quadrangle
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‘ M: 36 7-2, Montgomery Arms ' .ug‘m *ﬁn*‘ *

M: 36-7-4, City Place
Site (Hecht Co. )
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Old Silver Spring Commercial District
(Silver Spring Survey District)
1993-95 Aerial Photo

M: 36-7-3, J.C. Penney Co.

M: 36-7-1, Silver Theatre & Shopping Center
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Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Supplement

Silver Spring Of Yesterday
Is Recalled By John Hunter

A ‘Dull Place’
25 Years Ago

{John H. Hunter, & vice-
president and director of
the Snburban Trust Com-
pany, is one local resident
whe has watched Silver
Spring grow from what he
called “the most lonesome
spot”  hetween  Glenmont
and the city of Washington
to become the place of
swarming activity it is to-
day. He came to Silver
Spring in 1913, and with his
bruther, Thomas, operated
Hunter Brothers, a farm-
er's  supply store, wuntil
1445, The business con-
tinuex asx the pr#sent Ma-
Juirey's. Ine., in the same
loration on Gemfgia Ave-
nue next to (B& B & O.
Railroad yards. The follow-
ing article by Mr. Hunter
gives a pictare of Silver
Spring as it was approxi-
mately 23 vears‘ago.)

By John Hunter

®

At thé apprbach &f the
twenty-fifth anniversary of ‘The
Maryland News I have Meen
thinking of the presest amount
of business in Silver Spring to-
day as compared with the ac-
tivity here 25 years ago.

At that time, if 1 remember
corvectly, Silver Spring still
had its streetears.
place was left under the first
L & O underpass for the cars
to run through, but 1 don't
think they ever used it, because
after the underpass was com-
pleted the streetcars were dis-
carded for buses, -

A special’

Thompson, and quite a way
back was her residence, which
now houses. the Holy Name
Academy.

A little further up the road
on the east side of Georgia
Avenue was a home at that
time occupied by a Mr. Young,
| who ran a tavern on the south-
east cormmer of what is now
Colesville Road and Georgia
Avenue. On the northeast cor-
ner (Hahn Shoe Store) was
the Woodside Methodist Church,
a frame building. As Silver
Spring grew, it was moved up
Georgia Avenue in the middle
of the old Pike Road to its
present location.

Next to the ehurch was Mr. 4
Richard James! home, which
occupied quite a few acres of
ground above the District Line.
On the east side was Mr. and
Mrs. Jannin’s héme, now Jesup
Blair Park. ¥ was given to
the county by Mrs. Jannin.

Then there was Boyles

Florist piace__, about where the

Inc. store front.

END OF AN ERA—A 175-year-old pin oak tree, a landmark which fronted the old Hunter
Bres. Hardware store, was cut down in June 1945 to make way for the modern Maloney s,

o et e R T

next building establiskment be-
I'low that was the Silver Spring
Building and Supply. By it
was: the Silver Spring Garage,
s operatéd by Allen Newman
and David Mears, latef run by
‘Reuben Sclar. ,

Standing on.the present site
| of Maloney's next to the B & O
| was the new Hunter Brothers
store in a building ecensiructed
in 1925, Prior to that tinie the
business had been operating in
an old frame building that had
‘- no eenveniences, with s well of
good water at the corner of the

- e
It t very long before
nunen onipiaints ahout the
IArrov iderpass  eventwally
broughl ge wonderful mme we |

building. :
Miss Shawfg Tistress
The post off\ was where
| Coiie’s Harkar “& in. newr,

1, e -
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1 vemember that the Silver
Spring  National Bank was
wiaere The Maryland. News is
ot present. Wilkins and Jor-
Jdon Flour and Grist Mill was
lecated on the east side of
Georgia Avenue at Slipo Ave-
nve, and their office and other
warchouses were on the west
side of Georgia Avenue, where
the B & O vards are now.

Few Stores on Georgia

There were a few stores on
each side of Georgia Avenue.
Dr. Fry, the veterinarian, had

Lot TR

evenmaily
wonucrful one we

Lis office and house there, and |

2, R. Gannon had moved into
his new place on the east side
of the avenue. He had pre-
viously occupied one portion of
Hunter Brothers’ old frame
storehouse. .

Dr. Edwin Dudley ran a drug
store in Cannon's then new
building. Mr. and Mrs. Wood-
son were Ford dealers next
door, south of the present fire
department.

The fire departmment at that
tie consisted of only a couple
pieces of apparatus, and I think
ore vebicle was on solid tires.
Foday's modern department is
u shiarp contrast,

on the noirtheast cormer of

Siiver Spring and Georgia Ave-
2 g

nees ta-s a grocery store oceu-
pied by W. A Kingsbury,
which fdter became the Sani-
tavy Grocery Co. Stare.

fugh V. 01anell then hived

house which today
1% ecvupied by Porsyth’s drug
rtove,

If sy nlerhosy
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bullding up the
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Inétitute Cleauing and Dye-
ing building 13 located today.
Blacksmith Shop
Coming down Georgia Ave-

nue toward the District Line
on the west side above Coles-

ville Pike was Judge Sawyer's’

place and Mr. Fiddler's Black-
smith Shop near Colesville
Road.

The next residence, where the
present post office stands, was
the palatial Major Gist Blair
heme, with-about 20 rooms. It
was later occupied by Capt.
Frank L. Hewitt.

The Suburban National Bank,

now Suburban Trust Co., had
been located on the sonthwest
corner for two years, and the

Mise Shaw Pestinistress
The post office .was where
Colie’s Barber Shop is now,

{with Miss Bertha Shaw as post-

nistress.

Over the hlll b;ck of the
American Instrument Co. was.
the home of Senator Blair Lee,
which had been in the Lee fam-
ily. for many years. Senator
Lee was the father of Col. E
Brooke Lee and Blair Lee II,
Across the B & O Railroad
tracks was- the large mansion
of Mr. Montgomery Blair.

B & O trains going west did
not 'stop at that time in Silver
Spring—ounly the locals, and

there were not many houses in |;
‘Silver Spring at that time.

fact, Stigo was the larger com-
munity.

In the past 25 years I have
seen many changes in this won-
derful new city. My brothers
and I- were raised on a farm
near Glenmon‘t and while car-
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‘47 Ford 4 dr. R & H . 3800
'4f Chev. 2 dr, R & H . 20t
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EARLY TRACTORS .u'e‘hud np for sale at the old Hunter
Bros. Hardware Store, a Sﬂver S)rhg Yendmark.
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