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Nare: Stone Rldge

Planning Area/Site Number: 35/7 3. M=NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 21
C7
Address: 9101 Rockville Pike, Bethesda
Classification Summary
Category building Previous Survey Recording M-NCPPC
Ownership nrivate Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of
Pubdic¢ AdgtieEiticon . JBFE of " Histeri cal St
Status occunied
Accessible vesi.restrieted Federal State g County gsclewal _
Present use educational
Date: c. 1904 7. Original Owner: (George Hamilton

Apparent Condition

2k - good 16 altered ¢, - original site

Descrinticn: This is an example of colonial revival architecture., Teday
this building is the main building to Stone Ridge Country Day School. To
the east (rear) of this house a new modern addition has been erected,

This house sits on a ridge facing westj it is two-and-a-half storles, six
bays by three bays, and is constructed of common bonded brick. The nest
porch has a flat balustraded roof supported by four wooden columns., There
are six-over-six double-hung windows s2* into flat archnec with keystones.
There is a three part window above the west front do@g. There are five
gabled dormer winddws on the west elevation. The house has a gable roof
with slate shingle covering.

Significance: Stone Ridge is a turn of the century Georgian Reviwval mansion
and is one of the few survivors of the grand houses that once lined Rockvi]
Pike. It is associated with Ceorge Hamilton, a leading citizen of the
Washington metropolitan area.

In 1904 George Hamilton purchased 20 acres on Rockville Pike, then 2
dusty country road passing by manv large estates., He graduated fron
Georgetowm Law School and later Jolned the faculty and became dezn., He
headed the law firm of Hamilton and Hamilton, chaired the Capital Tractor
Company, helped organize the Union Trust Company, and was the president of
the District Bar Association.

Hamilton built his brick mansion on a gentle hillside overlooking the
Pike, adding to the house and outbuildings three years later. by the earl;
1920‘5 the main house had been greatly enlaroed and five more outbuildings
added.

Eanilton lived in the _ Gesorgian = Revival mansion until his death in
1946 at the age of 92, His wife died the next year and Stone Ridge wsas
sold withr 35 acres to the Country Day School of the Sacred Heart., A
parochial davy school was opened and still operates on the grounds. Severa:
large classroom buildings have been added, but the mansion and mocst ot the
outbuildings are stlld Ja %ogd condltlon.

Remorardr and date reseEe & _ G Candy Reed
Donald Leavitt-9/79 Arch, Descrip@ion
Compiler: Margaret Coleman 13. Date Ccmpiled: 10/79 14, Designation
Approval

15. Acreagze: 34,37 acres
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DESCRIPTION M:3577

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X GOoD __RUINS XALTERED —_MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is an example of colonial revival architecture. Today
this building is the main building to Stone Ridge Country Day School.
To the east (rear) of this house a new modern addition has been
erected. ' ) ,

The house sits on a ridge, facing west, overlooking Rockville
Pike. Built on brick foundations and-laid up in common bond, this
brick house 1is six bays across and three bays deep,it is two and .
a half stories high. On the west (front) elevation there is a square
balustraded porch with a brick base covered by octagonhal and sguare
brick-colored tiles. The porch roof 1is supported by four wooden
columns. There are six over six light double hung windows set into
frames with stone sills and flat arch lintels with keystones. . Above
the west door,at the second story, there is a three part window
composition. The central window is surmounted by a wooden fan panel
which produces the effect of this window being in the Palladian style.
There are five gabled roofed round-headed dormer windows on the west
elevation. The central dormer has a broken scroll pediment. At
the south end of the west elevation, at the second floor, there 1is a

. three-sided bay window Support from below by two consoles and havi
a balustraded roof. Below the bay window at the first floor, there
is a recently installed stained glass window. This was done at the
time the former ballroom was turned into a chapel.

The house has a gable roof with slate covering and egg and dart
molding and dentils at the cornice line. There are two interior
chimneys. Entering the house through the west (front) door one
comes up a.central east-west hallwayi! TAt ther east end.iofctheooriginal

“house 1s a traceried fan light above the door’with sidelights which
opens into the modern classroom addition. An open well openstring

“two flight staircase ascends from west to. east.along the-north
interior wall and then makes a ninty degree turn and.continues,
ascending north to south, to the second story. The. stalrway has

“eurving banister and slender turned balusters. From the point where:
the stailrway turns south, the east half of the hallway is barrel
valuted and has white palnted wooden coffers and full fie¢ld paneling.
Southwest of the hall is a sitting. room.and: to’ the southeast is the -
kitchen services area (the kitchen itself i1s in the basement); south
of these two rooms and running the full east-west width of the house
is the chapel, formerly the ballroom, North of the hall is a large
living room. There is a large archway which distinguishes the main
living room from the small library near its east end. There are
built-in bookcases along the three walls. The living room has a
coffered ceiling. The brick fireplace against the north exterior wall,
has a decorative mantle with flanking applied plasters. Above the
mantleplece there is a panel depleting George and Martha Washingtor
and the Cusgtis Children. The fireplace in the sitting room has a
marble surround and applied pilasters supporting a simple mantlepiece.

Floors throughout the house are wooden but are presently covered
by wall-to-wall carpeting. The walls and celllngs, except where

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY ﬁiﬁiaﬁgtﬁ?3°§§§§§ 2§Z §i§St6r

wooden paneled. There are hooded radiators throughout the house.
: (Continued on Attachment Sheet A)
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Attachment Sheet A

Stone Ridge Country Day School M: 35/7
Rockville Pike
Bethesda, MD

DESCRIPTION (continued)

The house 1s situated on a hilly campus. To the northeast is
an octagonal wooden gazebo. Buillt on brick foundations, the gazebo has
eight wooden columns supporting the octangonal roof, with slate
coverings. These columns are linked by a railing with square balusters.
Benches are bullt in on the interior along the railing.




A SIGNIFICANCE M:35-77

PERIOD : ‘AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ---CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 — ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION © * ° AW —_SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—_1600-1699 — ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MIUTARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING __MusIC __THEATER
—1800-1899 __COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X-1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X OTHER (SPECIFY)
' —INVENTION \ : Local History

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1904 ' BUILDER/ARCGHITECT George Hamilton

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Stone Ridge is a turn of the century Georgian Revival mansion and is
one of the few survivors of the grand houses that once lined Rockville Pike.
It is associated with George Hamilton, a leading citizen of the Washington
metropolitan area. . o '

Early in this century, George Hamilton declded to qu property in the
countryside for an estate. In 1904 he purchased 20 acres+ bordering on the
Roeckville Pike, at that time a dusty country road passing by many large
estates.

Hamilton was the youngest son of John and Mary Hamilton of Prospect
Hill, the family estate near LaPlata, Maryland. His earliest years were
“Tent in the gentle life of a southern plantztion. Although the Civil
war wiped out the family's fortune, Hamilton's parents put their son through
the finest schools. He was educated at Georgetown College from preparatory
school in 1865 at age 11 through Law school. His fortunes changed at the
end of his under-graduate work when he was chosen to make a speech at
commencement. The topic is lost to history, but at least one listener was
extremely impressed. A Mr, Merrick, head of the prestiglous law firm of
Merrick and Morris, was so impressed with young Hamilton that he offered
to hold open a position in his firm for him until he graduated from law
school. Hamilton completed law school and began his career at Merrick and
Morris. The fact that he also married the boss's daughter Louise Merrick
(20 years his junior) probably did little to dim his success. Years later
the law firm became Hamilton and Hamilton.

‘ In 1885 he joined the faculty at Georgetown Law School and remained
there for 58 years, the last 27 as dean. However, in that era of self-made
men, Hamilton also kept a hand in the world of business. He was counsel and

" finally chairman of the Capital Traction Co., Washington counsel for the
B & O Railroad, one of the organizers of the Union Trust Co., and President
of the District Bar Association in 1893. He was involved with many social
programs: the Board of Education, the Boy Scouts, the Catholic Church, and
the Corcoran Gallery.

The first section of the brick mansion was built in 1904-05 on a gentle
hillside overlooking Rockville Pike. Tax assessments for 1905 list the worthr
of the building at $10,000, a substantial figurg for that day. In 1907
Hamilton purchased 83 acres adjoining his estate and added more onto the

~ouse. Three years later several outbuildings were constructed, including

tenant house, a cow barn, and an auto shed. Hamilton called his estate
"Stone Ridge'.

By 1918 five more outbuildings had been added and in the early 1920s
the main house was greatly enlarged, brining its assessed value up to"an
astronomical $40,000 in 1923 dollars.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
(continued on Attachment Sheet A)
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Attachment Sheet B Magi #
Stone Ridge M: 35/7

He lived in the . Georgian Revival mansion until his death in
1946 at the age of 92. His wife died the next year and Stone Ridge
was sold with 35 acres to the Country Day School of the Sacred Heart.
Hamilton's daughter Louise was the treasurer of the eastern province
of the Order of the Sacred Heart.A parcchial day school was opened
and still operates on the grounds. Several large classroom bulldings
have been added, but the mansion and most of the outbulldings are still
in good condition. Today Stone Ridge 1s no longer a haven for the
rich, but it provides a sheltered environment for their children's
education.

FOOTNOTES :

1 Land Records of Montgomery County, Md. 176/279 (2/27/1904).
2 Ibid., 196/134 (10/29/1907).
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

" ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 3 ° 37 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION,

Located on the east side of Rt. 355, approx. i mile south of the 1nterchange
with I- 495

~

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPER}IES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

- M

STATE 4 » COUNTY
STATE » » ’ » L : CdUNTY ’
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE . A ’
Donald M. Leavitt Candy Reed - Arch. Description
ORGANIZATION ) ' : ’ DATE h
Sugarloaf Regional Trails Sept. 1979
STREET & NUMBER y ) ) ' TELEPHONE
Box 87 ‘ ‘ - i 926-4510
CiTY OR TOWN ’ o : STATE N
Dickerson ‘ ' — . _Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Artlcle 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any 1nfr1nge—
ment of 1nd1v1dual property rights. , . P

RETURN TO. Maryland Hlstorlcal Trust
"The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS. 1108




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST -

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BANAME

HISTORIC ’ ‘ *

AND/OR COMMON - .
Stone Ridge Country Day School of the Sacred Heart

PALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

. Rockville Pike & Cedar Lane
CITY. TOWN . CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Bethesda , — VICINITY OF
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CONDITION _ CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
P jXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ZNALTERED SAMGINALSITE
YGOoD - —RUINS LTERED —MOVED DATE_.

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a complex of buildings that now make up the Stone
Ridge School and Convent. The older structures are of the early
20th Century vintage, and were built during the Rockville Pike
"estate" era. The main house is a huge, Georgian Revival, stone
building. Further details not known at present-not visited at
time of survey. -

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE - __RELIGION
__1400-1493 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION AW __SCIENCE
_—_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __UTERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION . —_MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—_1700-1799 _ART —_ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
—_y800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
.{ 900- __COMMUNICATIONS " __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER [SPECIEY)

’ © _INVENTION ' ' '

M:35-7

SPECIFIC DATES . ‘ ' BUILDER/ARCHITECT -

«

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

]

Has been part of the Stone Ridge school complex since at

least the late 1940's.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




M 35-77

LA MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

AT,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION .

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ' COUNTY
/ STATE ‘ : COUNTY
FS{FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/ FITLE
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian

TORGANIZATION DATE
M-NCPPC - Spring, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
8787 Georgia Ave. _ v 589-1480
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Silver Spring Marvyland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the

- Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

"RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle -
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart Page 1 of 2
M.35-7

Headmistress
Anne Dyer, RSCJ

. "For the sake of one child, | would have founded the Society."”
Admission

Alumnae -Saint Madeleine Sophie Barat
Auction 2003
Book Sale
Calendar/Events
Check Email
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Parent Info Middl

Summer Camp

Tour
Stone Ridge is a
member of the
h Sacred Heart
/ Network

301-657-4322 www stoneridge.org
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