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3. Classification
fategory Ownership Status Present Use
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name Multiple Ownership
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3. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber
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“city, town Rockville state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing mistorical surveys

title M-NCPPC Historic Sites Survey
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city, town - Rockville state  Maryland




'._Description | Survey No. M:33-¢-4

momedition Check one Check one

- @xcellent - deteriorated _ unaitered —— original site

e GO0 — ruins — altered —_moved date of move
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=

“repare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
varlous elements as it exists today.

The estate area of the "Springbrook'" subdivision is a
community of fine, custom built homes located in a pictures-
que area of winding roads, sloping hills and large wooded
lots. It is situated between New Hampshire Avenue to the
east and Northwest Branch park land to the west and is ap-
proxiamtely one mile from Rt. 29.

This community of simple country estates was layed out
and plated on January 29, 1940 by the Woodmoor Development
Corporation. The present community includes a circa. 1903
home, a number of homes dating from the 1940's and a few
more modern homes including some recently built. The 1940's
residences built following the platting of the subdivision
are characterized by one-and-a-half stories, a small square
main block with decending wings and a steep gable roof with
or without dormers. They are of any combination of brick,
stone and frame construction built in a fairly traditional,

simple yet nicely appointed architectual style.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
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record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.
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HISTORY & SUPPORT

The estate area of the "Springbrook'" subdivision is a collec-
tion of fine custom homes on large lots. The community has the
feel of the country with its winding lanes, sloping hills and
large green lawns with an abundance of trees. "Springbrook"” was
plated on January 29, 1940 by the Woodmoor Development Corpora-
tion. It was layed out on property which had formerly been the
Bean family farm of 255 1/2 acres. The president of the Wood-
moor Development Corporation, Mr. George Moss, had in mind a
community of three to eight acre "estates" in an area which at
that time was largely open country yet not too far from down-
town Silver Spring and Washington, D.C. Mr. Moss himself lived
in this community for many years. The idea was slow to catch
on, but eventually the lots were sold.

The present "Springbrook" community includes the circa.
1903 Bean family residence, a number of residences dating from
the 1940's and a few more modern homes including some recently
built. The 1940's house type which accounts for a good part of
the estate area is characterized by a one-and-a-half story home
built of any combination of brick, stone and frame construction.
The architectual style is fairly traditional. Most of these
homes consist of.a small, square main block with decending wings
to one or both sides; a variation on the American dream house
of the 1930's and 1940's-- the Cape Cod Cottage. The roofs are
steeply gabled, some with dormers.

Of particular note is the Bean family residence. This pro-
perty was purchased by John T. Bean on November 8, 1888 from
William E. Shaw (of neighboring 'Quaint Acres"). It then con-
sisted of 255 1/2 acres of "Easy Purchase" (Deed EBP 23/169).
The present house was built in 1903 according to the current
owner and county records. The property was sold in December
of 1939 to the Woodmoor Development Gorporation, who then sub-
divided it. The house itself was sold on a 4.79 acre lot in
May of 1941. It then passed through a succession of owners.
From July of 1949 until June of 1952 it was the home of Texas
Congressman Lloyd M. Bentsen and his wife, Beryl. They then
sold the property to the present owners, Blair Lee III and his
wife, Mathilde Boal Lee. Mr. Lee, involved in both politics
and real estate, is a former Maryland governor; the only one
so far to be a native of Montgomery County. Their home is an
attractive, traditional style two story frame house with a
mansard roof with dormers. Mr. Lee reports that the only
change made to the exterior was his addition of aluminum sid-
ing.

Also of interest is the Odend'hal house at #420 Warrenton
Drive. This house was built in 1942 on lot #1 block E of
Springbrook. Lloyd and Evelyn Odend'hal purchased the property
from the Woodmoor Development Corporation on September 30,

1940 (Deed 798/75). 1t is a two story brick residence which
an almost Medieval look with its heavy masonry massing and-

rounded tower with a pointed top located at the northeast
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corner elevation. The Odend'hals sold the house on October 17,
1946 to John K. and Edith A. Witherspoon. They in turn sold

it on October 17, 1951 to Elizabeth R. McConnell. The house
presently belongs to the heirs of Mrs. McConnell.

Houses #307 and #110, both typical of the house type found
in the "Springbrook" estate area as discussed, were built in
the mid 1940's. {#307 was built for Andrew and Ella Kessinger
and #110 for Ralph and Helen Queen. House #200, also typical,
was the home of George J. Moss, president of the Woodmoor
Development Corporation and his wife, Joyce from 1940 until
1963. It was then purchased by the present owners, Dr. Dwight
R. and Hilde T. Smith. Houses #200 and #10 are larger, two
story frame houses.
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area of Warrenton Drive, off New Hampshire Ave. ’
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- /
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w 7] Entertainment ] Museum [ Scientific
=
1 various owners
i STREET ANO NUMBER: i
Sl
o CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
c5% BECAPTIO =z
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Montgomery County Courthouse
. STREET ANO NUMBER:
- CITY OR TOWN: STATE
i Rockville Marviand
Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pg., ) v
REFRESEN EXF B i e g
TITLE GOF SURVEY: “
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
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CONDITION

5 Excellent . 7] Good

{Check Ons)}
{7} Fair ] Deteriorated ] Ruins [ -Unexposad

{1 Alterad

{Check Ons=) {Check Cne

{71 Uncitered [T Movad B4 Original Site

grass
“coun

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSlCAL. APPEARANCE

There are a number of large, older homes here-on large
y lots. The oldest of them may date from the 1920's

try estate" era.

Most of the other homes here are of

modern vintage. Picturesque, hilly valley of the NW Branch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the more interesting homes appears to be that
" of the present Lt. Governor, Blair Lee.
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