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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNO,WN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The viaduct con51sts of a one- ardh, ashlar span (keystoned)
originally built +to carry trains over Rock Creek. The course of

‘the creek has been changed, at least once, and the viaduct now

forms a drive-thru tunnel over Beach Drive. The exact site of

the 18th Century Newport Mill has not yet been determined, but

it was quite near this’ spot, according to old maps. The stone
"Duvall” House, associated with the mill, was still standlng

here as a ruins:.in 1917, (See photos. )= “A. -recreation.- -center

now -occupies thls site, on a knoll on fhe north side of.the RR
Disturbed ground. and an old road-bed can be seen at the base

of the Viaduct here. : Nearby, is a rocky cliff that was apparently
used as. a quarry years ago. (Note: the Mill was built of stone,
about 1774.) : ' 0
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' "STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

R . The Viaduct, like those at Seneca Creek and the L. Monocacy, =
was probably built about 1906 to replace an older, wooden trestle.
The Newport Mill was established here, ca. 1774, by several g
figures prominent in the cause for independence of our country.

The mill was a three-story, stone merchant mill, that ground

grain for the troops during the Revolution. Sometime after this,
Josiah Henson (the Negro slave whose exploits gave rise to

Harriet Beecher Stowe's UNCLE TOM'S CABIN) was baptized at a _
prayer meeting held here. The mill was owrned by the Duvall fam-
s ily during the 19th Century, and apparently ceased operation
with the coming of the railroad (1870's.) : ‘
o
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—ollichael F. Duyer, Senior Park Historian
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STREET & NUMBER ‘ } o TELEPEONE

.7 8787 Georgia Ave. o - 589-1480
CITY CRTOWN : : STAYE

Silver Spring ' Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement. ”

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment ‘of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
: The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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