Maryland Historical Trust
‘State Ristoric Sites Inventory Form

AN

Survey No, M#gg_g
Magi No. 1607495404

DOE ves _ ho

1. Name

{indicate preferred name)

historic

Clagett Farmhouse

and/or common

Horker Rreparatory Schacl

2. Location

street & number 8501 Harker Dr.

- not for publication

city, town Potomge — Vicinity of congressional district 4th
state Maryland county VMontoomery
- - -
3. Classification
Category DOwnership Status Present Use
e district - public X occupied . agriculture —— museum
—— building(s) __X_ private —— unoccupied -—- commercial — park
— structure —ou both — work in progress —X educational — private residence
—— site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment —— religious
— ohject — In process x yes: restricted . —— government — scientific
o — being considered — . yes: unrestricted ™ ___ industrial —— transportation
__not applicable __ po —_ miilitary ___ other:

4. aner Of Pr@pe?ty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

frame Harker Perparatory School, Inc.

8501 Harker La.

street & number

telephone no.:

city, town Potomac state and zip code g,

2. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 322G
street & number folio 294

city, town Rockville state Md.,

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title MNCPPC Historic Sites Inventory

date 1976 —_federal % __siate Lcounty — local

s,
vository for survey records

Park Historien's Office

city, town Rockville

state Warvisnd




o

M29-2

7] Excellent (0 Good ] Fair [7] Detericrated ] Ruins [3 -Unexposad
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
Bl Altered [ Uncltered 3 Moved @@ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D QRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is a two-story, brick, Federal-style struc-
ture with several modern brick additions. The main (south)
facade is obscurred by a two~story enclosed porch. The
bricks are laid in common bond, and are large and roughly
shaped. Windows on the second~story rear are six-over-
six, double-hung, while the first floor windows are nine-
over-six, double~hung. Although the rear (north) of the
house is of four bays, one nine-over-nine window near the
east end of the house sits at midpoint between the foun-
dation and the eaves. This is presumably to light a stair
hall. There are flat, brick arches above each window.
Modern additions include dormers, rebuilt, set-in chimney
stacks, a slate roof and a two-story, brick, polygonal
bay on the west end# There is also a two-story, modefn
brick addition on the east that extends with ¥ shed-rocf
north togform a car-port area. The entire building is
painted white, which makes it difficult to discern one
part from another unless a close inspection is made.

&
There are several altered outbuildings on the property, &
including a tenant house.

(Remodeling done by La Garde in the 20's and 30's.)
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8. ﬁ}gmi‘&eahge - Survey No. M:9-2

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jusiify below , , o
-—- prehistoric  ___ archeology-prehistoric .____ community planning ____ landscape architecture {eiignon
~——1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic — tonservation — law " $cience

- 1500~-1588  ____ agriculture - economics ~ literature : . — SCulpture
' . 1600-1688 ____ architecture - education ~— military — Social/
— 17001798 ____ art ~— engineering —— music humanitarian -
—u 1800~1893 __ commerce — exploration/setilement ____ philosophy — theater
—— 1800~ — Communications — industry ) " politics/government ~—— transportation
— invention . — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: A _ B _cC D
and/or
Applicable Exception: A B _C b _E _F _G
Level of Significance: . hational __ state __local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support, )

The Clagett house is slgnificant as an example 06 Federal style
architecture typical of that constructed in Montgomery County during
the early part of the nineteenth century (but not as commonly found
in rural areas such as thls). This is one of the earlier houses still

remaining in the Potomac ares. It was probably built by Thomas Clagett

during the early part of the nineteenth century.l The Clagett family
was among the original families to settle the Potomac ares. After
many of the early families had left the ares (mostly during the late
nineteenth century) the Clagetts remained and farmed their extensive
land holdings. Thomas Clagett built his house on a tract of land

~™ referred to as "glagett's Folly" and "addison" which he had inherited
from his father. At the time of his death in 1860, *homas left over
800 acres to his heirs,

Thomas sold his house on a farm of 323 3/L acres in November of

1856 to Lewis Kengla of Georgetown. Lewis died in 1869 leaving a
widow, Susan, and ten children. Because the land was not susceptible
to division, it was sold by a court appointed trustee once all the

- children had reached the age of 21. The farm was advertised ‘in the
trustees notice of sale as 323 3/4 acres on Falls Bd., 3 miles from
Rockville and the letropolitan Branch (of the BgO Rallroad), adjoin-
ing the lands of Nrs. Clagett and Joseph Carberry. Approximately 200
acres were cleared, farmable land (divided into 7 fields). The im-
brovements to the property consisted of a "large and well built brick
dwelling house," g stable and other outbuildings, fruilt orchards
and a well near the house.“\‘ghe house was sold to Lewis Keiser in
September of 1880 for $5,200,

The house was sold again %n May of 1887, following the death of
Lewis Keiser, to Jacob Dorcus. The house remsined in the Dorcus

family for many years. In September of 1900, Jacob and his wife, Ellen,

conveyed the house to their eight children.? They each conveyed thelr
interest in the farm to their brother, George, in 1907.8 1n 1913,
George sold the house to Greenbury Jackson who sold it that same year
to George G. Bradley.9 George was married to Katherine McDonald, the
daughter of Capt. John McDonald of Potomac. | George was g Montgomery
County Commissioner,lO In November of 1937, the house was purchased




-

by Richard

M-

and Elizabeth LaGarde.ll It was about this time that the

house was remodeled and a brick addition was made.l2 The house is pre-
sently part of the Harker Prep School.

1

The date given is based on the fact that the house was standing

when the property was purchased by Lewis Kengla in 1856 according to

references
located at

made 1In the deed and by Brice Clagett in his manuscripts
the Historical Soclety. (The head master of Harker Prep had

been told the the previous owners that the central portion of the house

could date

as far back as 1810).

2Brice Clagett, M.C. Hist. Soc. Genealeogy Files.

3Deed

JGH 6/14, lMont. Co. Land Records.

4Equity #171-1871, EBP 5/121, Mont. Co. Judgement Records.

S5Deed
épeed
7Deed
8peed
9Deed
10y, ¢,
1lpeed
12¢01.

EBP 22/445, Mont. Co. “and Hecords.
Ja 6/253, Mont. Co. Land Records.
TD 22/403,¥ "
196/198, ¢ "
240/164, o : "
Hist. Soc. Genealecgy Files.
685/194, Mont. Co. Land Records.

Keefer, Headmaster of Harker Prep School.




‘9. . Major Imluogrraggmmaﬁ References

Survey No.

‘Mont. Co. Land Records
Ment. Co. Judgement Records

Mont. Co. “istorical Soclety Genealogy Files
Col. Keefer, Headmaster at Harker Prep, conversation, 1/82

0 Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 820922 sq. ft.
Guadrangle name

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references

Ll Lo el baald B

|

l

Quadrangle scale

Lo )|

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
el bt baad b bl Dillll Pl 1y ]
Elllll[llill Lo Lo Fload L1y | | L]
Glll!!l’lllLll Ly I[l [ | | Lo
Yerbal boundary description and justification

AT, .

List all states and counties for properties overlapping sta’%é or county boundaries
state . code county “ code
state ' code * county code

i1. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  catherine Crawford

organization . o~ 1wy oy Preservation Comm. date 1/873
street & number telephone
cityortown Rockville state  Liaryland

P

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was offlclally created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not, constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to:
Shaw House
. 21 State Circle

Maryland Historical Trust

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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INST

SEE

M #29-2

160 74 5%

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NATIONAE PARKS SERVICE

(Harker Preparstiory. Schoel)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Claggett House

B

LOCATION:

STREEY AND NUMBER:

8501 Harker Drive

CITY OR TOWN:

Potomac
STATE COUNTY:
_____ Marvland Montgomery
3 CLASSIFICATION . TR
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STA
(Check One) O¥NERSHIP TUs TO THE PUBLIC
7] District M Building |3 Public Public Acqbisifim:- Bl Occupied -~ Yes:
[ Site {3 Structure | Private 3 InProcess {7 Unoccupied O3 Restricted
1 Object [ Both ] Being Considered ] Preservation work 03 Unrestricted
’ in pragress E Neo
PRESENT USE (Check One or More a5 Appropriate)
1 Agricultural [ Government 1 Park 0 fégn;'porfation [J Comments
{1 Commercial O industriat . Bl Privote Residence {3 Other (Specity)
B Educationol O Militory [ Religious '
3 Entertainment O Museum [ Scientific
t4. OWNER OF PRCPERTY
SWNER'S NAME:
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

.OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE HEGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC

Montgomery County Courthou se

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWWN:

Rockville'

STATE

Marviand

#) :

E OF‘ SURVEY

[ Federal .c.n

CATE OF SURVEY:

] State

[ County [} Lacol
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

.PS~10¢
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M 9-2

. bﬁsckl ?Tfoﬂ T R R )

{Chock One)
D' Excellent O Geod ] Fair [ Detericrated ] Ruins [ -Unexpased
CONDITION ((‘:‘hack One) _ (Check One)
B Altered {0 Uncitered + [0 Moved #3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D OR!GINAL (If known) PHYSIC AL APPEARANCE

The house is a two-story, brick, Federal-style struc-
ture with several modern brick additions. The main (south)
facade is obscurred by a two-story enclosed porch. The
bricks are laid in common bond, and are large and roughly
shaped. Windows on the second-story rear are six-over—
six, double-hung, while the first floor windows are nine-
over-six, double-hung. Although the rear (north) of the
house is of four bays, one nine-over-nine window near the
east end of the house sits at midpoint between the foun-
dation and the eaves. This is presumably to light a stair
hall. There are flat, brick arches above each window.
Modern additions include dormers, rebuilt, set-in chimney
stacks, a slate roof and a two-story, brick, polygonal
bay on the west end. There is also a two-story, modern
brick addition on the east that extends with a shed-roof
north to form a car-port area. The entire building is
painted white, which makes it difficult to discern one
part from another unless a close iifspection is made.

There are several altered outbuildings on the property,
including a tenant house. '

(Remodeling done by La Garde in the 20's and 30's.)
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

MU27-L

SIGNIFJICANCE:

PERICGD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{0 Pre-Columbion O 16th Century
{3 15th Century {3 17th Century

[ 18th Century {71 20th Century
ER 19th Contury . :

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More ae Appropriate)

Aboriginol [ Educotion
[ Prehistoric {0 Enginsering
{3 Historic O industry
[ Agricuiture [} Invention
{71 Architacture {T] Londscope
0 Aer Architecture
TJ Commerce O Literctyre
[[] Communications 3 Militory
[ Conservotion 1 Music

[ Politico!

{71 Religion/Phi.
losophy

] Science

[0 Sculpture

{1 Socici/Humon-
itorion

[0 Theoter

[ Tronsportation

{3 Urbon Plonning
{T1 Other (Specify)

ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

P ~709
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10, GECGGRAPHICAL DATA .
) LATITUDE AND LDNGITUDE CODRDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CODRDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LDCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER PDINT DF A PRDPERTY
: DF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LDNGITUDE LATITUDE. “x v [~ S LDNGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds jDegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes  Seconds | Degrees Minutes. Seconds

NW (-] ] » o v » [+] » - . o [3 "

NE -] * - (-} v »

SE -] " » (-] - * » Cu

oW -1 » . ° ’ »

APPRDXIMATE ACREAGE DF NDMINATED PROPERTY:

Acreage Justification:
H : .

1

"FORM PREPARED BY "

NAME AND TITLE:

Michael F. Dwver,

DRGANIZATION

M-NCPPC

STREET AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Ave.

CITY OR TOWN:

Silver Spring

Senior Park Historian

DATE

4/23/75

STATE

Maryland
(Office Use Only)

State Liaison Officer Review:

Significance of this property is:
National [} State [T} " Local (7]

Signature
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Q-3
NAME  cingoel Ve (Reekse fese

LOCATION f(1cxeemen LA, Petem AC, WD,
FACADE N
PHOTO TAKEN 4 [23fr<

M. UBUER~




