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This site was removed from the Locational Atlas and

'

Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery County and is not

included in the Master Plan for the county. This determina-
tion was made by the Montgomery County Planning Board on

June 17, 1982,




A6c77”723f7%k7§%#28—26
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET
NOMINATION EFORM

for the:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

A
COMMON
AND/OR HISTORIC:
The Highlands
STREET AND NUMBER:
16300 New Hampshire Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:
Silver Spring
STATE COUNTY:
' Maryland_
ASMFICATION 7 oo :
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
- STATUS
v (Check One) / OWNERSHIP TATU TO THE PUBLIC
] District E/Building %}ublic Public Acquisition: i&ccupied Yes:
= [ Site [J Structure Privete 1 tn Process [] Unoccupied [ Restnc?cd
- [ Object {3 Both [J. Being Considered [] Preservotion WWD Unrestricted
o ' in progress 'M
w PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
= [ Agricultursi [ Government {71 Pork ] Tronsportotion [ Comments
v [ Commerciol [ Industriel rPrivore Residence [} Other (Specity)
o~ - [ Educotional [ Milirary ] Relig..
s . O] Entertoinment 7 Museum ] Scieatif
=z OWNER QF PROPERTY e
— CWNER'S NAME;
Jordon Investors, Inc,
it STREET AND NUMBER;
w 5020 Nicholson Court :
v CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
__Rensington .
ATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION'
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Montgomery County Courthouse
e STREET AND'NUMBERY ' '
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Rockville ; } Maryland
Title Reference of Current D #) 3
RESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS.
TITLE OF SURVEY:
None
DATE OF SURVEY: ] Federol 7] Stote ] County O Loecel
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ) :
STREET AND NUMBER:
P CITY OR TOWN: - = ' ' STATE:




.

{7, DESCRIPTION ° O : o
P {Check One}) .
{1 Excellent {J . Good @(’;oir [ Deterioroted [J Ruins [ Unexposed
(Cﬁeck One) v (Check One)
&_Ahend [J Unaltered [ Moved g’OriginoI Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESEMT AND ORIGINAL (I{ known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

.

The house is a two-part, 2-1/2 story farmhouse.
The north part, which is the taller of the two, has a
center gable with a bay window below it on the second
floor. A one story shed porch, with turned posts, runs
across the east and north. facades of this part of the
héuse. The south part of the house has a similar center
gable on the faga@e; a bow wiﬁdow has been added on south~
east corner of the first floor. The door to this part
of the house, in the center of the facade, has been re-
moved. A third wing, set back from\the main facade
extends to the south., The ﬁorth wing has very generous
window openings.

Farquhar claims the house was built c. 1840.
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{8, SIGRIFICANCE = Sy
‘ PERIOD (Check One or More as Approgpriate)
1 Pre-Calumbian [ 16th Century
[T} 15th Century 3 17th Century

(. 18th Century
g’l‘?fh Century

[C1 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known) C. 1840

o AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) .

Abor iginol . [ Educotion ] Palitical {3 Urben Plonning
{1 Prehistoric {] Engineering [} Religion/Phi. L1 Other (Specity)
1 Historie ] Industry losophy

[ Agriculture [ Invention [} Science

[ Architecture [} Londscaope [ Seculpture

[ Art Architecture ] Social/Humon-

[C] Commerce [J Literature itorian

[J Communicotions [ Militory ] Theater

[1 Conservation [0 Music [} Tronsportatian

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

: A confused account of the families associated

S with the house appears in Farquhar. Apparently, it

- was built by Caleb Stabler and sold to William Lea;

: it had been a part of the Cherry Grove tract. Robert

f and Mariana Miller (she was Charles Stabler's daughter)
- ;‘ ~bought the house from Lea after 1895.
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iAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ~ . .

0ld Homes and History

Farquhar, Roger Brooke.

of Montgomery County, Maryland. (1962). pp. 189—1.

SRAPHICAL DAT

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES .
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GCORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ] . » ° . » (] . . ° ’ »
NE ) . » o ' »
SE o 3 » o T . L]
Sw Q 3 [ © * [

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

|Acreage Justification:

LAST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: COUNTY
STATE: COUNTY:
STATE: COUNTY: -
STATE: COUNTY:
ORM PREPARE

NAME AND TiITLE:

ORGANIZATION DATE

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

State Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [ State [} Local

Signature
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HARLES STABLER, the oldest son of
(aleb and Ann Stabler, was born at

Dravton in 1826G. In 1853 he married
Sarah E. Kirk, settling at Sunnyside, part of
The Manor in 1860. By a deed dated March 6
of that year, Caleb and Ann conveyed to Charles
and Sarah ]119 wife, “‘with love and affection,”
fifty-six acres of ldn(l subject to an annuity of
$100—to be paid to the parents, ‘“if demanded
in any current year.”” Tn 1866 this lien was
transferred to Asa M. Stabler, who bought
Sunnyside trom his Dbrother Charles, and
Charles moved to ('restleigh.

In 1868 Charles and Sarah sold Crestleigh in
rather a panic at the ruamor that the proposed
railroad to Sandy Spring was going to be built
across the front ot the farm. They (hd not want
to have to eross the tracks and have their horses
scared by the noisy ‘‘iron horse.”” Rumors of
the ““railvoad to dndy Spring’’ were persist-
ent for well over a ceutury, but sinee motor

cars are now so plentiful, the railroad rummors

have ceased.

When they sold Crestleigh, Charles and his
family bought a farm of one hundred acres, on
the east side of the highway route 29, one- hdlt
mile sonth of Ashton, from Charvles (} Porter.
Charles Porter’s wite was a daughter of Wil-
liam and Martha . Thomas, of Cherry Grove,
and the farm was known as The Clottage. A part
of Snowden’s Manor Enlarged, the farm had
come into possession of Povter’s wife through
her parents. Caleb Stabler also bonght a part
of the farm fronting on the Ashton-1iHicott City
roadway and gave it to his son.

Charles G. Pol ter was born in October, 1819,
on the Springdale farm of his father and grand-
father, ldward and Nathanicl Porter, near
Brinklow. e marrvied Jane T]lomas in 1842,
and they Kved together for fifty-four years. At
the time ot his marviage he roportod that he had
nineteen conts in eash. They moved to The Uot-
tage farm which was then very poor and mmpro-
ductive, but by uneceasing toil and good manage-

ment he made it productive before selling it an(l
moving to another small farm of torty acres in
the village of Ashton, where he built a new
house and wheve they spent the remainder of
their lives.

RisToRY OF MONT: do. FAkquUihe,
(462
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CALEB STABLER
FRAME

JA. 1840

Charles Porter was a school teacher in a log
cabin school house when a young man at a pay
of one hundred dollars per annum. By thrift
and shrewd economy he becawe prosperous. lle
was for twenty yvears a director of the local m-
surance company, and tor about the same length

ot time of the Savings Institution and was
" President of the Ashton & Colesville Turnpike

(‘ompany which he saved from bankruptey.

The children of C(‘harles and Sarah Stabler
were Elizabeth T. Stabler, who was born in
1862, and died i 1949; Granville Stabler, the
oldest son, who after farining at Flint Hill 1 for
a few years, moved to Califoruia, where he lived
most ot his life, passing away in 1927; IHenry
[T., the second son, who lived in Baltimore where
he was in business, and npon retireinent, re-
turned to the neighborhood, building a modern
house on the highway Ronte 29 neav ldnor in
abont 1925; and the youngest daughter, Mari-
ana, who married Robert H. Miller, of Alloway,
in 1895. They settled at The ITighlands jnst
acvoss the hwlma) trom Alloway. Mariana
Miller, wife of Robert Miller died Sept. 8th 1956,

For some years after theiv marriage in 1899,
Robert Miller and Mariana S. Miller lived at
Alloway, his bovhood lhome, until they bought
The nghldn(ls, across the road from Aloway,
from William l.ea of Wilmington, Delaware.
That was their home fov the remainder of their
lives. ‘

Robert TI. Miller Il was born in St. lLouis
on August 9, 1851, a son of Warwick P. aud
Mary M. Mlllm. V\ll]mm Lea of Wilmington
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bought the 150-acres of The Highlands farm
_.apon which the house now shown stands from
aleb Stabler of Drayton. Stabler farmed it for
Lea until he came back from a term of four
vears in the U.S. Army. The land was part of
the Cherry Grove tract of the Thomas family.
The Martinett & Bonds map dated 1865 shows
this tract as owned by John Leishear..

The children of Robert and Mariana Miller
are Annie B. born November 1, 1896,  She lived
in New Jersey for some years, and died October
20, 1957. ‘

Eleanor, horn May 29, 1900, married Conant
Webb on June 4, 1926, He has been in the
- shipping business in New York for many years,
“and they live in Montelair, New Jersey. They
*often return to Sandy Spring to visit relatives

and friends.

Mary M. Miller, born October 14,-1902, has
rentained in the neighborhood most of her life,
and has been employed in Washington. She
now lives in a comfortable home in Ashton
which she inlierited from hel‘ Aunt, Elizabeth
Stabler.

The youngest child of Robert and Mariana
was Robert H. Miller ILT, born March 25, 1904.

Robert Miller TI was a

forefront of all progressive, useful measures,
and filled a valuable place in his community.
“His snecess with fruit was especially so with
strawberries whicli he marketed in quantities.
He was a director of the Savings Institution
of Sandy Spring and of the Laurel National
Bank, and for some terms Master of Olney
Grange. He ably filled the important position
of Director of the Marvland Agricultnral Ix-
periment Station at College Park, a position
he held with distinetion for seven years.

sncecessful farmer,
fruit grower, and eitizen, highly esteemed by
- his friends and neighbors. He was always in the

After a long illness Robert Miller II passed
away, September 3, 1920, widely mourned by his
county and state. One tribute to his memory
we quote from the Annals of Sandy Spring:

‘““He was a kindly, courteous gentleman—true in all
his relations in life, a loving and devoted husband,
father and son—a friend who was always the same.

“‘He was of the type of men who are the cornerstones
of our eivilization and of our commuunity. He brought

" his everyday acts before the tribnnal of his eonseience;

his influence stood for all that is upright and clean. His
judgment sound, his energy knew almost no bounds.

., As an agriculturist, he stood in the front ranks.”’

His son, Robert H. Miller 11T is a most worthy
son of a wise and admirable father, resembling
his parent in many of his most worthy traits.
He was active for many years in the Fnterprise
Farmers Club, and Secretary of the Farmers
Convention for 25 years. He filled this position
most capably, until the meetings of this organiz-
ation were discontinued, in 1957, due to the
great reduction of farms and farmers in the
County.

Robert I1I married Mary Redding Nichols, a
Sandy Spring young lady, on September 2, 1).30.
They continued to live at the same home from
that time until 1959 when it was sold to Samuel

F. Ashelman, Jr., General Manager of Greenbelt

Consmmer Services of Beltsville, Maryland.
They have three children.

The Ashelman family enjoved the old home
until 1960, when they built a new house on
Tucker Lane, and sold the 259 acres The High-
lands then contained to the Kay Construction
Company of Silver Spring.

Mariana Stabler Miller, bom at the Cottage,
and living a long and much beloved life at The
Highlands, passed away on September 8, 1956,

“To Jove the Greek made praise upon his lute
That_he was born a man and not a brute.

With fervent joy be cried, ‘thy praise I speak,
That I am no barbarian but a Gréek/

I join the Greek in praising Him above,
That I am human, blessed with power to love.

And day by day I praise him all T can
That I am not a woman but a man,

A man and thus empowered to confer
My love on woman, to to worship her.”

AvurHorR UNKNOWN
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION o

See correspondence dated June 12, 1984

ACTION TAKEN

The following. sites have been reviewed and found not suitable
for regulation under the Historic Preservation Ordinance. Those
sites also listed on the Locational Atlas will no longer be.
subject to regulation undexr the Moratorium
on Alteration and Demolition.

Site No.
10/2
10/9 _ 23/70
10/11 23/98-1
10/22 24/12
10/25 24/1%
10/54 Site No. 24/15
10/71 —_— 25/1
10/73 = " 15/68 g;’ §°‘1
! 15/69 / Site No.

w/7s | aete 207 A=
11/8 + =i7/4 27/11 ’ 35/6
12/14-1 | 17/55 *27/13
1216 131 28715 o
12/26 13/9 LE

18/22 30/7
13/15 18/27 3
13/16 18/29-1 0/9 *Recommended for designation by the
13/28 : 19/8 : 30/15 Mont. Co. Historic Preservation
13/32 19/18 ggﬁ; Commission.
14/1 ég;éo 31/9 **These sites were previously considerec
14/15 20/14 _ 33/3 by the County Council and found not _
14/18 20/27 33/5 to warrant regulation under-the
14/19 i / { 33/11 Historic Preservation Ordinance.
14/23 22/5 *34/1 They are listed here to bring the
14/30 22/6-1 ‘ *34/9 functional Master Blan in conformance
14/31 gg’/éi with Council's actions.
14/40 j 22/22
14/48 22/23
14/54 22/24
1510 23/13
15/11
15/18

I - *15/62
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FOR ADDITiONAL INFORMATION

See correspondence dated

ACTION TAKEN

LI

5/27/82 and 7/6/82

prim PLARNING

COMRMISEIDN

[

M 2826

5/27/82...4......Notice of Public Hearing

Proposed Removal of Sites from the

"ILocational

Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery
County"

7/6/82...4...... Planning Board voted to confirm the

Historic Preservation Commission's recommendation
not to keep these sites on the Locational Atlas
and not to place them on the Master Plan.

M: 10/11
M: 12/26
M: 13/15
M: 13/16
M: 13/28 -
M: 14/15
M: 14/18
M: 14/31
M: 14/40
M
M

: 14/48
: 17/55
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18/1
18/9
19/8
19/18
19/20
20/6
20/27
21/4
22/18
22/21
22/23

22/24
23/20
24/12
25/1
26/21
27/7
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30/3
30/7
30/9E
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Coleman, Margaret Marshall and Anne Dennis Lewis

1984 Montgomery County: A Pictorial History. Norfolk:

Hard times were common just
before the Civil War. The Mont-
gomery County soil was worn out,
and, unless one lived near the C & O
Canal, there was no easy way to get
guano and lime to replace lost
nutrients. Farmer Alfred Ray (1824-
1895) of The Highlands in eastern
Montgomery County found he could
no longer grow sufficient crops to
feed his large family and needed to
find a new job. He went to work for
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad,
building bridges and culverts from
Washington to Point of Rocks.
During the Civil War, confusion
reigned, and innocent men were
often mistakenly jailed, as was Alfred
Ray. Although presidents Franklin
Pierce and James Buchanan had
appointed Ray justice of the peace,

The Alfred Ray family (circa 1870)
stands on the porch of their house,
The Highlands. The house was built
by William Carroll, the grandson of
Daniel Carroll, on part of Joseph’s
Park, an early land grant.

Later, The Highlands was sold to
Clarence Moore, the huntmaster of
the Chevy Chase Club, who planned
to move the club to the property. But
in 1912 he took a voyage on a brand
new ship, the Titanic, and he went

46
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- The Highlands
Donning Co.

he was arrested and taken to the Old
Capitol Prison on June 25, 1864. He
was charged with having Confed-
erate sympathies.

But even more trouble was in store
for Ray and his family. Taking
advantage of the owner’s absence,
General Jubal Early invaded The
Highlands. His Confederate troops
spread their tents on the lawn and
hungrily raided Ray’s gardens and
crops.

Fortunately Ray’s friend and neigh-
bor in Silver Spring, Francis Preston
Blair, intervened with President
Lincoln, and Ray was soon released.

From Alfred Ray and his wife,
Eleanor Merryman Gatch Ray, were
to come a long line of valued Mont-
gomery County citizens. Courtesy of
Edith Ray Saul

down with it. Years later, The High-
lands was sold as the site for the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints’ Washington Temple in Ken-
sington. Courtesy of Edith Ray Saul

-



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: Joseph Harding House
INTERCOUNTY CONNECTOR PROJECT Survey No.: M:28-27 (PACS D5.15)

Property Address_1130 Harding Lane, Spencetville vicinity, Montgomery County
Owner Name/Address_Stephen Lake, 1130 Harding Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20905
Year Built_circa 1865

Description:

The Joseph Harding House, constructed circa 1865, was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Parks and
Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) in 1973, the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission in 1982 and again by
the M-NCPPC in 1994. The property was recommended for designation as an historic site by the Montgomery County
Historic Preservation Commission in the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. Since the prior survey, a skylight was added
to the 1-story porch on the east side of the rear ell. Photographs attached to the Maryland Inventory of Histortic Properties
form show two stone outbuildings which are no longer extant. The form describes a stone dairy and a frame smokehouse.
Only one outbuilding from an historic period remains on the property. A frame shed, located north of the house, has a front-
gable roof with exposed rafter tails. Constructed circa 1930, the shed has an asphalt shingle roof and asbestos siding. Not
mentioned in the prior survey form are two additional structures on the property. A stone and brick outdoor-grill/hearth is
located north of the house and east of the shed. The last outbuilding is a wood-frame garage constructed in 1994. The
garage, located east of the house, has two overhead garage doors on the front elevation. The side-gable roof is covered
with asphalt shingles and the structure has two gable dormers which replicate the dormers on the main house. The garage
has a concrete block foundation and vinyl exterior siding.

National Register Evaluation:

The Joseph Harding House, constructed circa 1865, was previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) and Montgomery County Histaric Preservation Commission and is recommended for
designation on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation by the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission. The
propenrty is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C, as a representative example of a residence
which reflects the changing cultural and economic shift of Montgomery County from the nineteenth to the twentieth century.
The house was constructed circa 1865 in a traditional I-house form and was later modified by rear additions in the early
twentieth century and Colonial Revival features in 1934, The transition of the property from agricultural to suburban in
function is evidence by stylistic changes made to replicate the popular Colonial Revival style of the early twentieth century
and by the subdivision of its land. Character-defining features such as the 5-bay, I-house form, symmetrical fenestration
pattern and central entryway consisting of a wood panel door and a rectangular transom with side-lights, possess excellent
integrity. The Colonial Revival features include the pedimented porch with Tuscan-style columns and the two gable dormers
on the front elevation. The period of significance for the property is from 1865 until 1934.

The propenrty is not eligible under Criterion A, as research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or
trends significant in the development of national, state or local history. Historic research indicates that the property has no
association with persons who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. Finally,
the property is not known to have any potential to yield important information, and therefore, is not eligible under Criterion

Preparer:
P.A.C. Spero & Company
November 1996
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: Joseph Harding House
INTERCOUNTY CONNECTOR PROJECT Survey No.: M:28-27 (PACS D5.15)

Property Address_1130 Harding Lane, Spencerville vicinity, Montgomery County
Owner Name/Address Stephen Lake, 1130 Harding Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20905
Year Built_circa 1865

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification:

The National Register boundaries of the Joseph Harding House follow the current property lines of its tax parcel (Tax Map
KS 122, Subdivision 1, Block A, Lot 12, Group 82). This .40 hectare (.99 acre) parcel is bounded on the north, west and east
by adjacent parcels and on the south by Harding lane. The boundary includes the contributing main house and shed and
the non-contributing hearth/grill and garage. According to deed research, the property was originally part of an 81 hectare
(200 acre) parcel which was owned by the Harding family from 1844 until 1934. The property was reduced to its current size
during the mid-twentieth century.

MHT CONCURRENCE:

Eligibility _ X Recommended Not recommended

Criteria A B XC D Considerations A B C D E F G None
Comments:

/ ] .
E. Hannold/K. Williams 8/26/1998 /L)b 1L ‘?’2/\ 12—
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date Reviewer, NR pridgram ‘Date
Preparer: \// |

P.A.C. Spero & Company
November 1996




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET
INTERCOUNTY CONNECTOR PROJECT

Property Name: Joseph Harding House
Survey No.: M:28-27 (PACS D5.15)

Property Address_1130 Harding Lane, Spencerville vicinity, Montgomery County
Owner Name/Address_Stephen Lake, 1130 Harding Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20905

Year Built circa 1865

Resource Sketch Map and National Register Boundary Map:

National Register Boundary |

LoTiHl

HARDING LANE

Preparer:

P.A.C. Spero & Company

November 1996
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