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Survey No. M: 25-24

- . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic
and/or common - Charles & Ira Ward Farm
2. Location
street & number 13601 Travilah Road  ___not for publication
city, town Rockville _X vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county Montgomery
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— . district —__ public X _occupied —X agriculture — . museum
—X_building(s) X__ private -— . unoccupied — . commercial - park
— structure — both - work in progress — educational - __ private residence
- site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
-~ Object — in process _X_ yes: restricted . government - scientific
—— being considered —_ yes: unrestricted — — industrial _— transportation
X _not applicable __ _po —___ military ____ other:

4- Owner Of Pl‘operty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Charles G. & Ira C. & F. D. Ward
street & number l360l Travilah Road ' telephone no. :301-926-3815
city, town Rockville state and zip code - MD 20850

S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Courthouse liber 2734
street & number , folio - 11
city, town . Rockville state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys

title

date , — federal ____ state —county ___ local

e,

\

2pository for survey records

clty, town state




7. Description Survey No. M: 25-24

Condition Check one Check one

. excellent X __ deteriorated _X__ unaltered _X original site

_X good —__ruins __altered _ moved date of move
—_ fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Ward farm contains a collection of early and mid-20th century farm
buildings. The house, built in 1902, is the oldest structure remaining on the property. A
poured concrete silo dating from 1904 or 1905 stands west of the house, but the barn to
which it was attached burned down in the early vears of the century. An unusual, hip
roof barn stands southeast of the house. This barn consists of a farge, dirt-floored
stabling area in the southern half, with hayloft above, a driveway just north of that, and
a corncrib along the north end of the barn. The foundation is rubble masonry, with a
section rebuilt in concrete block. The exterior walls are sheathed in vertical boards (now
badly warped) except for the lower two-thirds of the north wall, which is covered with
horizontal boards with spaces between them for ventilating the corncrib. High in the
walls just beneath the eaves are rectangular openings; the four on the west wall still
contain their wood louvers. The hip roof was covered with sheet metal in 1942. On the
roof are mounted two rectangular, wood, louvered cupolas with small, metal covered, hip
roofs, topped by small spires to which are attached lighining arresters. This barn is
currently used to store hay and to fatten cattle for market.

To the west of this barn stands a gable roof barrack barn (built on one level, as
opposed to a bank barn). This barn was built in 1942 to store unbaled wheat, Today it is
used to store bales of hay. Its structure is heavy sawn oak timbers, with mortise and
tenon joints held by locust pegs. The foundation wall is fieldstone, the exterior walls are
sheathed in vertical boards, and the roof is covered with sheet metal. Two large pairs of
vertical board, horizontally rolling doors - one on the north elevation, the other on the
south - give access to the central driveway of the barn. The western end of the barn has
a lean-to section attached, which extends well south of the barn to form a gable roof shed
open on the east and south. This "run-in" shed, where beef cattle can run in to feed and
be sheltered from the weather, is supported by large round timber posts. Running north
to south down the center of the shed is a trough along which grain is moved by a rod and
paddle device, powered by an electric motor. Moving eight feet at a stroke, the paddles
push the grain into feed troughs on either side. A concrete stave silo, built in 1938,
stands at the northwest corner of the barn.

Standing north of the hip roof barn is a wood corncrib, built in the 1960's. Itisa
typical double crib with a gable roof covering a central driveway. Its sheathing is
vertical boards with spaces between, and its roof is covered with sheet metal. A grainery
stands north of the 1942 barn. It isa gable roof structure, sheathed in vertical board and
batten wood siding, resting on a fieldstone foundation. Totheeastof itisa shed for farm
equipment. Built in the 1940’s, it consists of a gable roof supported on large, round,
timber posts. North of these is a small, saltbox-shaped hen house sheathed in German
siding. All three buildings have roofs covered with sheet metal. A hog pen stands in the
farmyard to the west of the hip roof barn. ' '
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8. Significance Survey No. M: 25-24

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning ____ landscape architecture_ religion

——1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic - conservation — law - science

7 .1500-1599 __ X agriculture —___ economics —__ literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 _____ architecture —— education ——— military —— social/

- 1700-1799 ___ art - engineering —_music humanitarian

—1800-1899 __ commerce - exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —— theater

X 1900~ — . communications —— industry — politics/government . ___ transportation
- invention —— other (specify)

Specific dates ¢. 1910, 1942 Builder/Architect Charles & Ira Ward

check: Applicable Criteria: A _B _C _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: _A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: __national __state X local

Prepare both a summary paraygraph of significance and a ger\reral statement of history and
A\
support. \

When the brothers Charles and Ira Ward bought this farm in 1941, it had been a
dairy and general farm, and contained the house, the old barn, the grainery, hen house,
and a few miscellaneous structures. The Ward brothers had grown up on a farm on Piney
Meetinghouse Road, and were obviously familiar with the types of farm buildings in
Montgomery County. When they built their new barn in 1942 they followed local
traditions and built it of sawn timbers, mortise, tenon, and pegged, although more
modern construction methods were available. The corncrib they built in the 1960's is
also quite traditional in iis design and appearance. These mid-20th century buildings are
significant, then, as late examples of a tradition of building which had existed for over
half a century. ; ;

The hip roof barn is of greal interest because of its unusual form. Iis date is
unknown, though the Wards believe it was built around 1920. However, its features such
as the wood cupolas and the inclusion of a corncrib under its hip roof, would place it
much earlier, perhaps 1900 or 1910. This survey has not uncovered another barn like
this in the County. :

One additional feature deserves mentijon: the setting of the farm and the siting of

- its buildings. The imposing house sits atop a broad, low hill, with the farm buildings

AT




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. M: 2

5-24

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state - " ' ' ‘code county o o code

state ' code county - , . code

11. Form Prefpare’d By

name/title Andrea Rebeck

organization Mtg. Co. Hist. Pres. Comm. date 8/87

street & nurﬁber ' ’ telephorie

city or town Rockville | state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
_an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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Charles & Ira Ward Farm
13601 Travilah Road
Rockvitle, MD

Andrea Rebeck 1987
1942 barn, north elevation




