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State Historic Sites Inventory Form

survey NoMn5-19
Magi No.1606775604

DOE yes __no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic g Farm

and/or common

Location

2.

street & number 11700 Glen Rd.

—.— not for publication

city, town Potomac — vicinity of congressional district 4th
state Maryland county Montgomery
» ~ ]

3. Classification

category Ownership Status Present Use

— district — public —s3¢- OCcupied — agriculture — museum

— building(s) .3 private — unoccupied — commercial —— park

e Structure — both — work in progress — educational -x. private residence

—) Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
. Object —  in process - yes: restricted - government ——— scientific
’ —— being considered — yes: unrestricted — industrial —- transportation

__not applicable x no — military — other:

4- Owner Of PrOpeﬂy (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Harry H. Semmes, Jr.
5

et al.,

street & number 11610 Glen Rd4.

telephone no.:

city, town Potomac

state and zip code Maryland, 20854

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomery County Court House liber 2201
street & number folio 344
Rockville Maryland

city, town

state

6. Representation in Existing #istorical surveys

MNCPPC Historic Sites Inventory

title
1976 X b4
date —federal ____state ____county ___ local
rository for survey records .
rark Historian s Offtice
city, town Rockville state Maryland
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CONDITION

{Chock One)
[ Excellent [j,Good {7} Fair {71 Deteriorated [ Ruins

M:25-19

{7 ‘Unexposed

(Check Cne) . (Check Ona)
E{ Altered

{71 Unclierad . [ Moved

Original Site

tage,

The

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APFEARANCE

present modern house has enclosed a one-story log
cabin on the east end. It is not visible from the exterior.
There is a small, two-story tenant house, of ca.
on the driveway east of the main house.

1900 wvin-
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3 Sngw%cﬁance o survey Moo MT2E-)S

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ... archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture_____ religion

— 14001488 ..__ archeclogy-historic - CONnservation - — science
. 15001698 ____ agriculture = — economics — literature — Sculipture
— 1600-1699 —s¢— architecture — education —— military —T
—— 1700-1798 ___ art —— engineering - music " humanitarian
—1800-1889 _ commerce —— exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —— theater
— 1900~ - communications —— industry —— politics/government ;;_Quansponaﬁon

e ' e iRWVENTON . other (specify)
Specific dates : 360 Builder/Architect
check: . Appllcable Criteria: _A __ B _C _ D
and/or " '

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: . _national __state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gegieral statén\ént of history and
suppoxt. . \

The Semmes farmhouse is significant as an example of vernacular archi-
tecture typical of that constructed by a poorer, subsistance-economy farmer
-0of the Potomac area of Montgomery County during the Mid-nineteenth century,
‘and then substantially added on to during the late-nineteenth or early
twentieth centuries. The early log section of this house was probably built
by Leonard Green about 1860.1 When Leonard died in November of 1866, he
- willed to his wife a life interest in the farm. Then, following her death,
2 %he farm was to become the property of John Tramlll Eriza Connell and the
children of Susan Benton, deceased.2

In 1884, Eriza Connell sold the farm, described as being the same pro-—
perty on which Leonard Green resided on at the time of his death, to Capt.
- John McDonald.3 John was the husband of Mary J. Benton who was a relative
of Leonard Green. Capt. McDonald, a native of Ireland, had quite a distin-
‘quished backround. He had defended the Union during the Civil War and had
served as a representative to Congress. After retiring to another farm down
the road from this one, in 1870 (which he also purchased from his wife's fami-
ly), He became active in the grange movement and was at one time the presi-
dent of the Montgomery County Agricultural Society.4 John and his wife did
not live on this farm but, rather, tenanted it out.

In May of 1897, John sold the 88 acre tenant farm to James L. Magruder
for $1200.5 It was probably James that added the later frame section of
the house about 1900. In December of 1935, the children of James Magruder,
deceased, so0ld the farm to General Harry H. Semmes . © Harry and his family
used the farm as a week-end retreat. After serving in Wortd War II, Harry
and his sons returned home to find that Juanita Semmes had converted their
week-end retreat into a "lovely" home.’ Their new home served as the head-
quarters of the Potomac Hunt Club during the 1930's. . General Semmes himself
was at.one time the Master of the Hunt. Prior to General Semmes death in
1978, he had his estate put into trust for his wife and children.8® The 88
acre.estate is now the property of the General's chlldren,Harry, Jr., John
G.," Raphall and David Semmes, who each holda 1/4 1nterest 9

.see attachment sheet A




: M 2519
attachment sheet A

Ipate given is based on the fact that the house appears (as the residence
of Leonard Green) on the 1865 map and that Green died in 1866.

2Will JWS 1/203, Mont. Co. Register of Wills.

3peed EBP 30/365, Mont. Co. Land Records.

4Portrait & Biographical Record of the Sixth Congressional District, New York:
Chapman Publishing Co., 1898, p. 215-216.

5

Deed JA 58/258, Mont. Co.‘Land Records.

6Dee@?€f§7§03, " "
g

7Thé Gaithersburg Gazette, "Potomac News" Oct. 13, 1977, p. 22.

8Will VMB 149/634, Mont. Co. Register of Wills.

9Deed 5261/344, Mont. Co. Land Records.
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° Mont. Co. Land Records
Mont. Co. Register of Wills

\é 0. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _71.15

Quadrangle name . Quadrangle scale
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counﬂes for propertias overlapping Mate or county boundaries -

state S = - ‘ code county - ’ , code

state R : code. - county -~ code

1. Form Prepared By

name/titie ’ Catherine Crawford

organization MC Hist. P.réservatic';'n Commission date 10/82
street & number R " - ' ' telephone
cityortown Rockville ' ' _ state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventofy was officially created .by'
-...an Act of the Maryland Legislature.to be found in the Annotated
- Code_ of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

" The. survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
_record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

.return to: Maryland Historical Trust
‘ Shaw House
N 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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INST WCTIONS

SEE

£25-19
16067 ¥5E57
MARYIAND HISTCRICAL TRUST WORKSHEET
NOMINATION FORM

for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

' Semmes Farm/Great Elm Farm

ANO/OR HISTORIC: '

[5 {OCATION

- o
STREET AND NUMBER

11700 Glen Road

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE COUNTY:

CATEGORY ) ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS

(Chack On,g) N H TO THE PUBLIC
"] District Fj{f Building [ Publie Public Acquisition: {jocﬂ,‘,;,d Yes:
1 site 3 Structure E/Privon O in Process (7 Unoceupind [ Restricted
' [} Object 3 Both [3 Being Considered {71 Preservation work D/‘ nrestricted

: in progress No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{1 Agricvltural ¢ {1 Government ’g/Purk - [ Trensportation [ Comments
[ Commescial 3 industricl Private Residence {7 Other (Spscisy)
] Educational O3 Military [ Religious i
{71 Entertainment ° O Mussum [ Scientific

OWNER'S NAME:

Mrs. Harrvy H. Semmes, Sr.

STREET AND NUMBER:

11700 Glen Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Potqmac

ESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEOS, ETC:

Montgomery County Courthouse

STREET ANO NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: - STATE
. Rockville Marvland
Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pg. #):

RE! XIST

TITLE OF SURVYEY:

OATE OF SURVEY: {7} Federal ] State ] County ] Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

.STREET AND NUMBER:

C1TY OR TOWN: STATE:

B3 --708




o

(Check One)
1 Excellent dsood {1 Fair {71 Dateriorated

{1 Ruins [ -Unexposed

CONDITION

{Check One)
: E{ Altersd T} Uncltered

] Moved

{Check One)
Original Site

The
cabin on
There is
tage, on

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 34D QRIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARARNCE

present modern house has enclosed a one-story log
the east end. It is not visible from the exterior.
a small, two-story tenant house, of ca. 1900 vin-
the driveway east of the main house.
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INS T

SEE

P

PERIOD (Check One or Mors as Appropriate)
[} Pre-Columbion . . [ 16th Century [5-/\82‘}1 Century 5 2Cth Centwry
[3 15th Century [ 17th Century 19th Century e :

SPECIFIC DATES) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate}

Abor iginal [ Education (1 Political 3 Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric ] Enginsering [1 Religion/Phi. {3 Other (Specify)
{3 Histeric {3 Industry lasophy )

[ Agricuiture [ Invention {7} Science ’

[ Architecture ] Londscape [ Sculpturs

1 An : Architecturs [} Secial/Humon-

[} Commerce . 1 Litercture jtarian

[} Communicotions [ Military 1 Theater

O Conservation [ Music [ Transportation

UCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present owners have been here about 40 years, but
they cannot recall any previous history. Thigs was the
headquarters of the Potomac Hunt during the 1930's and-
'40's. General Semmes was the Master of the Hunt at one
time.

This area was poor for farming, and was sparsely set~
tled until the "horsey set" moved in during the 1930's
and '40's. However, it appears that this was a tenant
farm owned by Cap't. John McDonald in the late-19th Cen.
Cap't. McDonald was a native of Ireland, veteran of the
civil War, and served as a U.S. Congressman from Potomac.
(2is home farm is nearby, on River Rd.) Before that time,
it seems that one John Gillis lived here. (1878 Atlas.)

M. 2511

PS—-709
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BGRAPAICAL REFERENCE

1) HISTORY OF POTOMAC, by the Potomac Almanac (1970).
2) Hopkins' 1894 map and 1940's Real Estate Map of Mont. Co.

GGRAPRICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 4] DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAM TEN ACRES
GORMER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
o Degrees Minutss Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes  Seconds Degrees - Minutes Secoads
Nw o » » o » » (23 " - o » »
NE (-] ’ » o » »
SE a Fae » Q H » R . . _~
SW <4 v ’ . » L] E » ) )

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PRORPERTY:

}Acreage-Justification:

]

U st

FORM PREPARED B

NAME AND TITLE:
Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

M~NCPPC - 3/5/75

STREET AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Ave.

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Silver Spring Maryland

JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [} ~ State O Local [}

Signature

3as
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION _

' August 15 1989
See correspondence dated g !

ACTION TAKEN

This amendment recommends 18 historic resources throughout
Montgomery County for historic designation and protection under
the County’s Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the
Montgomery County Code. It also recommends that 4 other resources ;
be found not to warrant historic designation and that they be
removed from the Locational Atlas and from further protection
under the Ordinance.

18 historic resources recommended for historic designation
and protection:

M: 10-52 Charles Browning Farm

M: 10-57 Zeigler Log House

M: 12-11 Frederick Hayes House

M: 12-36 Oak Ridge/Eleven Brothers

M: 14-51 Woodburn/Blunt House

M: l6-1 Trundle Farm

M: 1l6-12 Warren M.E. Church and Martinsburg Negro School ‘
M: 16/26 Nathan Dickerson Poole House/River View

M: 23-41 Musgrove /Hobbs/Gaither House

M: 23-47 Pleasant View

M: 23-84/1 Ellicott Mine

M: 25-8 Mt. Prospect

M: 25-10/1 Travilah Town Hall

M: 29/9 Dr. Willett House

M: 29-19 Joseph Magruder House (Offutt House)

M: 33-1 Drumeldra -
M: 34-10 Conley House/Green Ridge

M: 36-3 Rock Creek Stables/01ld Callahan Estate

4 resources to be removed from Locational Atlas.

M: 25-19 Semmes Farm M: 37-1 Waterworks Site/Sligo Creek
M: 37-=2 Presidents' Tree M: 28-34 Mt. Pleasant IT
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

April 25, 1989

BLAMMING COMKM

t . .
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M 2511

See correspondence dated

ACTION TAKEN

This.documen? cgntains the Montgomery County Historic
Preservation Commisslon's recommendations on the designation of
twenty-two (22) historic resources throughout Montgomery County.

Twenty-one resources are recommended for historic designation and

protection under the County's Historic Preservation Ordinance,
Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code. One resource is not

recommended for designation.

SITES RECOMMENDED

NOT RECOMMENDED

M: 25/19 Semmes Farm

M: 10/52 - Charles Browning Farm

M: 10/57 Zeigler Log House

M: 12/11 Frederick Hayes House

M: 12/36 Oak Ridge/Eleven Brothers

M: 14/51 Woodburn/Blunt House

M: 16/1 Trundle Farm :
M: 16/12 Warren E.M. Church and associated bldgs.
M: 16/26 Nathan Dickerson Poole House/River View
M: 23/41 Musgrove /Hobbs/Gaither House

M: 23/47 Pleasant View ‘

M: 23/84-1 Ellicott Mine

M: 25/8 Mount Prospect

M: 25/10-1 Travilah Town Hall

M: 28/34 Mount Pleasant II/Esther Scott House
M: 29/9 Dr. Willett House '

M: 29/19 Joseph Magruder House

M: 33/1 Drumeldra )

M: 34/10 Conley House :

M: 36/03 Rock Creek Stables/01d Callahan Estate
M: 37/01 Waterworks Site/Sligo Creek

M: 37/02 The President's Tree
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