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INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM
Property/District Name: Thomas Bengon House Survey Number: M-23-124
Project: MD 97: Gold Mine Road to Camp Bennett Agency: _FHWA/SHA
Site visit by MHT Staff: _X_ no - Yes Name Date
Eligibility recommended ______ Eligibility not recommended _ X__
Criteria: A B XCC D Considerations: A B c D E F G None -
Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map)

Based on the available information, the Thomas Benson property does not appear to meet the
National Register criteria for individual listing. The property is a small remnant an early
to mid-twentieth century modest sized farm. Tt includes a c. 1900 frame hosue, a large barn
which has been converted into apartments, several c. 1950s ramblers, and a modern garage.
The house is the only historic structure on the property with any integrity. While it is of
interest for its rather wunusual jerkin head roof, it does not appear to possess any
particular architectural significance. The original "L" shaped farm house has been extended
several times. The complex no longer conveys a sense of the original early 20th century
farmstead. Thus the property does not appear to be eligible under criterion C. 1In addition,
it is not known to have been associated with any significant event or person. It is not

~~lOcated in any known historic district.

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:_Project file, Maryland Inventory

form M-23-124

Preparedby: RitaSuffness
Elizabeth Hannold September 29, 1995
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services ; Date
NR program concurrence: < yes no not applicable
[Q/\M'\/Ll)\j/\d\/!}‘m lo-2-9¢
Reviewer{ NR program Date
| )




Survey No. M-23-124

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT

I. Geographic Region:
Eagtern Shore (all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)
Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles,
Prince George’s and St. Mary’s)
X Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll,
, Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
Western Maryland , (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
II. Chronological/Developmental Periods:
Paleo-Indian 10000-7500 B.C.
Early Archaic 7500-6000 B.C.
Middle Archaic 6000-4000 B.C.
Late Archaic 4000-2000 B.C.
Early Woodland 2000-500 B.C.
Middle Woodland 500 B.C. - A.D. 900
TLate Woodland/Archaic A.D. 900-1600
Contact and Settlement A.D. 1570-1750
Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
X Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930
Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present
Unknown Period ( prehistoric historic)
III. Prehistoric Period Themes: IV. Historic Period Themes:
Subsistence Agriculture
Settlement X aArchitecture, Landscape Architecture,
and Community Planning
Political ' Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
Demographic Government /Law
Religion Military
Technology Religion
Environmental Adaption Social/Educational/Cultural
Transportation
V. Resource Type:
Category: Building
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function(s) and Use(s) : Domestic-gingle dwelling, Agricultural

Known Design Source: na




The Thomas Benson Property
M:23-124
Montgomery County, Maryland

The Thomas Benson Property is a six-acre tract of land that until
recently included a turn-of-the-century dwelling, a barn
converted into apartments, and two 1950s ramblers. Since 1995,
the main residence on the property has been demolished, leaving
only the remodeled barn and the non-historic ramblers. The
Thomas Benson property is a six-acre remnant of a 39-acre farm
which was owned by Thomas Benson in the first two decades of the
20th century. During the late 19th century, the Thomas Benson
property was the site of an academy, designated as the
Brookeville Academy, but having no associations with Brookeville
Academy in Brookeville. Because the primary residence on the
Thomas Benson property is no longer standing, the property lacks
the integrity necessary to meet the Criteria of the Maryland
Inventory of Historic Properties and the National Register of the

Historic Places.




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST* Inventory No. _M-23-124
MD INVENTORY OF. HISTORIC PROPERTIES

historic name_ Thomasg Benson House
common/other name

street & number_20207 Georgia Ave. Not for publication

city or town_Brookeville vicinity_X_ state Maryland code _MD
county_Montgomery code zip code _20833

3. State/Federal Agency Certification N/A

4. National Park Service Certification N/A

Ownership of Property (Check all that apply)
X private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X building(s)

district

site

structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
- sites
structures
objects
1 _ Total

Is this property listed in the National Register?
Yes Name of Listing No X
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Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No. M-23-124
Thomas Benson House Page 2
Montgomery County, Maryland

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat :_DOMESTIC Sub:_Single Dwelling
AGRICULTURAL /SUBSISTENCE Barn

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Multi-family Dwelling

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Colonial Revival

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation_not vigible
roof_Gable: Standing Seam Metal
walls Vinvl siding
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition
of the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _7-1
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Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No. M-23-124
Thomas Benson House Page 3
Montgomery County, Maryland

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X cC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is 1likely to vyield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_____ B removed from its original location.

. C a birthplace or a grave.

D a cemetery.

____E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
_____F a commemorative property.

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
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Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No. M-23-124
Thomas Benson House Page 4
Montgomery County, Maryland

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance

Significant Dates

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of
the property.)

See Continuation Sheet No. _8-1




Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No. M-23-124
Thomas Benson Housge Page 5
Montgomery County, Maryland

(Cite the books, articles, legal records, and other sources used in
preparing this form.)

Allen G. Noble and Richard K. Cleek, The 0ld Barn Book: A field
guide to North American Barns and other Farm Structures. New
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1995.

Coleman, Margaret Marshall and Anne Dennis Lewis. Montgomery

County: A Pictorial History. Norfolk, VA: The Donning Company.
1984.

Farguhar, Roger Brooke. 0l1d Homes and History of Montgomery County,
MD. Silver Spring, MD., 1952, 1962.

Montgomery County Land Records, Montgomery County, Maryland.

Sandy Spring Museum, Biography Files, Photographic Files, and House
Files, Sandy Spring, Maryland.

Maps and Drawings and Photographs

Hopkins, G.M., Atlas of Fifteen Miles around Washington, including
the County of-Montgomery, Maryland, 1879.

Simon L. Martenet, Martenet and Bond’s Map of Montgomery County,
1865.




Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Inventory No. M-23-124
Thomas Benson House Page 6
Montgomery County, Maryland

Acreage of Property_6_ acres

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

The Thomas Benson House is located at 20207 Georgia Avenue.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The Thomas Benson House has been associated with this lot since the
construction of the now-demolished primary resource in the late
19th century.

name/title Kimberly Williams/Michele Naru, Architectural Historians

organization M-NCPPC date_July 22, 1999
street & number_ 8787 Georgia Avenue telephone _301/563-3403
city or town_Silver Spring state _MD _zip code _20910

name_Wai K. Yuen, et gl
street & number 11611 Galt Avenue telephone
city or town_Silver Spring state _MD zip code _20902




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M-23-124

Section 7 Page _1 Thomas Benson Property
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

The Thomas Benson Property is a six-acre tract of land that until
recently included a turn-of-the-century dwelling, a barn converted
into apartments, and two 1950s ramblers. Since 1995, the main
residence on the property has been demolished, leaving only the
remodeled barn and the non-historic ramblers.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The former barn at the Thomas Benson property is a large two-story
frame structure covered with a gable roof. The walls are clad with
vinyl siding and the roof is covered with standing seam metal. A
central brick chimney projects from on center of the roofline.

The west (front) elevation of the barn faces Georgia Avenue. It is
divided into three bays with an entry on center, and pairs of 6/6
windows to either side. A wide portico projects from the central
entry and two single windows are located in the central bay above
the entry.

The end walls of the former barn are lit with three bays of window
openings on the first and second stories and by small openings in
the attic level.

The building is occupied by several individual apartments, none of
which were visited on the interior.




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M-23-124
Section 8 Page _1 Thomas Benson Property

name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thomas Benson property is a six-acre remnant of a 39-acre farm
which was owned by Thomas Benson in the first two decades of the
20th century. During the late 19th century, the Thomas Benson
property was the site of an academy, designated as the Brookeville
Academy, but having no associations with Brookeville Academy in
Brookeville. Because the primary residence on the Thomas Benson
property is no longer standing, the property lacks the integrity
necessary to meet the criteria of the Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties and the National Register of Historic Places.

Historic Context

The Thomas Benson property was originally part of the large tracts
of land called "Bordley's Choice" and "Addition to Brooke Grove."
In 1878, the property, including 39 acres, was acquired by the
Trustees of the Brookeville Academy, as part of an equity case.
The G.M. Hopkins Atlas of 1879 shows a building on the property,
designated as Brookeville Academy, with S.H. Coleman listed as the

occupant. The building, however, is set well back from the road
and does not appear to be the same building that stood as the
primary residence on the property until 1995. Also, the academy

apparently was unconnected to the Brookeville Academy in
Brookeville.

In 1881, the academy sold the property to William Miller. Ten
years later William Miller sold it to Janet Baker, who, in 1894
sold it to Thomas J. Benson. Thomas Benson owned the property
until 1921, during which time he probably built the house and barn.
In 1921, Benson sold the property to Harry Musgrove. Over the next
two years, Musgrove purchased additional adjacent acreage, bringing
his total land holdings in the vicinity to 72 acres. Harry
Musgrove owned the property until 1946. Since 1946, the property
passed through a number of owners, and shortly after 1995, the
primary dwelling on the property was demolished. The surviving
buildings and their lots are currently owned by Wai Kwan Yuen, who
rents the converted barn out.




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET Inventory No. M-23-124
Thomas Benson Property
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

Geographic Organization: Piedmont
Chronological/Development Period (s): Industrial-Urban Dominance,

1870-1930

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme (s): Architecture

RESOURCE TYPE (S8)

Category: Standing structure
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function (s): Domestic

Known Design Source:




MARYLAND INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES

CONTINUATION SHEET

Chain of Title:

December 6, 1878

December 30, 1881

December 3, 1891

October 17, 1894

January 14, 1921

January 22, 1921

September 2, 1923

July 10, 1946

October 7, 1953

December 17, 1957

June 30, 1981

Inventory No. M-23-124
Thomas Benson Property
name of property
Montgomery County, MD
county and state

William V. Bouic, Trustee of Hazel
B. Cashell wvs. Margaret Weems to
Brookeville Academy

(Deed Book EBP 25 Folio 334)

E.J. Hall, attorney for the Trustees
of the Broockeville Academy to
William Miller. (Deed Book EBP 25
Folio 334)

William B. Miller and wife, Eliza S.
Miller to Janet Baker.
(Deed Book JA 31 Folio 76)

Lewis H. Baker and Janet Baker to
Thomas J. Benson (39-1/4 acres)
(Deed Book JA 46 Folio 327)

Thomas J. Benson to Harry Musgrove--
Tract 2 (39-1/4 acres)
(Deed Book 302 Folio 43)

Charles T. Nicholson to Harry
Musgrove--Tract 1 (23 acres)
(Deed Book 302 Folio 293)

Trustees of Brookeville Academy to
Harry Musgrove--Tract 3 (9.8 acres)

-(Deed Book 344 Folio 36)

Harry Z. Musgrove to Gertrude E.
Gordon (72.86 acres)
(Deed Book CKW 1031 Folio 90)

John Oxley, Trustee to Gertrude E.
Peterson (72.86 acres)
(Deed Book 1846 Folio 527)

Gertrude E. Peterson to Walter T.
Bryan (6 acres)
(Deed Book 2415 Folio 93)

Walter Tarlton Bryan to Kam Chau Yuen
and Wai Kwan Yuen (6 acres)
(Deed Book 5727 Folio 534)




Mq3-13 Y

Wai Kwan Yuen to Wai Kwean Yuen,
Joseph Yuen and Jeff Yuen. This is

a no consideration transfer from
Mother to Mother and sons. Present
Owners. (6 acres)

(Deed Book 14121 Folio 603)

May 10, 1996
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M 23-124

Thomag Bengon House
Brookeville
Montgomery County

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA
Geographic Organization: Piedmont

Chronological/Development Period: Industrial/Urban
Dominance A.D. 1870-1930

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes: .
Agriculture/Architectur

Resource Type:

Category: Buildings

Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function and Use: Domestic/single dwelling
residence
Known Design Source: None
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Survey No.

MARYLAND IVENTORY OF  pags .
ISTORIC PROPERTIES

M-23-124

Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Fo

P

DOE yes no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Thomas Benson House

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 20207 MDp 97 _N/anot for publication

city, town Brookeville —vicinity of congressional district

state Maryland county Montgomery

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

— district ——— public _X__occupied ____agriculture — museum

— X building(s) __X private — unoccupied ____ commercial — park

—— structure _ both — work in progress _ educational —3- private residence

— site Public Acquisition Accessible —_ entertainment —_ religious
_—— object ___in process —vyes: restricted ___ government ___ scientific

X being considered —~x— Yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
___not applicable 2 _no —— military ___ other:

4. Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Kam Chan Yuen
street & number 11611 Galt Avenue telephone no.: 307.933-6544
city, town Silver Spring state and zip code Maryland

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse liber 5727
street & number folio 534
city, town Rockville state

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

titie ' N/A

date ; ‘ —federal ____state ___county ____ local

AT

Jository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

Survey No.

M~-23-124

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent _deteriorated ____ unaltered _X original site

—_good — ruins X altered — moved date of move
_X_fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its

various elements as it exists today.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 7.1
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8. Significahce - Survey No. M-23-124

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

— 1400-1499 _ archeology-historic — conservation —law - science

' 1500-1599 I agriculture —___ economics — literature - sculpture

- 1600-1699 _X__ architecture — education — military — social/

- 1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering - music - humanitarian

—1800-1899 ____ commerce - exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater ,

_X 1900~ — communications — industry — politics/government ~ _ transportation
—_invention - . -other (specify)

Specific dates ca. 1900 ., 1933 Builder/Architect Unknown

check: Applicable Criteria: XA _ B _ C _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state 4 local

Prepare both a sunmary paragraph of significance and a ger\l\eral statement of history and
support. k

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 8.1
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9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. . 5o 1,

Land Records, Montcomery County, Maryland

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of rﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%gerty _ 6 acres
Quadrangle name —__S_QMing Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
UIM References Jo NOT complete UTM references

Allll'lllllllllllll Bll]LllIllI"lIllll'

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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|
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Verbal boundary description and justification

L
IJI I||I
N

Tax Parcel

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

N/A

state code county code

state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

Rita Suffness, Group Leader, Cultural Resources f:;zaxp

name/title

organization Maryland State Highway Administration date May 7, 1995
333~-1183

street & number 707 N. Calvert Street telephone

. Baltimore Maryland

city or town state

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to:

PS-2746
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M 23-124
Thomasg Benson House

Continuation Sheet 7.1
Description

The Benson property, located north of Brookeville on the east
side of MD 97, is a rental property composed of a large frame
dwelling, a couple of smaller houses, and a barn converted to
apartments. It is a 6 acre remnant of the original thirty-nine
acre Benson Farm, augmented with over fifty additional acres by
Harry Musgrove when he owned it and resided there in the 1920’s
through the mid 1940's.

The only structure on the property which is historic is the
large, ell-shaped dwelling, clad with asbestos shingles. The
original ca. 1900 section is the two-part west section of the
ell. It was augmented in 1933 by the principal wing on the west
and numerous rooms added to the rear, or east, by the Musgroves.
Map and documentary research, plus recollections of a Musgrove
descendent, make it likely that the original part was constructed
during the ownership of Thomas Benson. Given that it is entirely
obscured on the exterior and the interior has been altered, it is
impossible to substantiate a construction date.

The principal wing, with a one-story porch sheltering the
centered entrance on the west facade, is oriented north-south,
with a standing seam metal roof paralleling it. The gable ends
terminate as jerkin heads, and the two dormers in the front or
west slope of the roof have hipped rooves. Four sets of two-
over-two lights are located in the second level, whereas on the
first level the windows are paired on each side of the door. A
small enclosed porch is located on the north gable end.

The large two story ell, attached to the rear, or east elevation
of the principal block, continues the north wall. It encompasses
the ca. 1900 core of the structure. It has a gabled roof
perpendicular to that of the principal block. A shed roof
addition was constructed on the back of the ell, the lower level
of which is a garage, entered from the north and projecting out
from the north plane of the ell. A shed roof enclosed porch
projects from the south side of this addition. Secondary
entrances are located on the north elevation of the ell
(sheltered by a small overhang), through the north face of the
northern addition to the main block, and in the east elevation of
the south addition to the ell wing.

This poorly maintained and generally run-down dwelling is
augmented by a large barn, converted to apartments, and two ca.
1950’s concrete block ramblers. The barn was constructed by the
Musgroves in the 1930’s, and converted to apartments in the
1950's by a later owner, Mrs. Gordon.




M 23-124
Thomasg Benson House

Continuation Sheet 8.1
Statement of Significance

The Thomas Benson House is located on a 6 acre remnant of the ca.
thirty-nine acre farm owned by Benson in the first two decades of
the twentieth century, and the larger, ca. ninety-two acre farm
known for its owner, Harry Z. Musgrove, in the late 1920's
through the mid 1940’s. The original dwelling was doubled in
size by major additions built in 1933, and the property was also
augmented by a couple of ca. 1950 ramblers, a garage, and a
1930’s barn converted to apartments in the 1950’s. The site,
overrun with vehicles and poorly maintained, evokes little by way
of historical associations.

The property is primarily identified for its owner of the second
quarter of the twentieth century, Harry Z. Musgrove, who raised
wheat, corn, hay and cattle. Small farms of this sort were quite
common in Maryland and present in the largely agricultural area
north of Brookeville in Montgomery County. The Musgroves
augmented their farm income with the boarding of children and
this led them to increase the size of the house in 1933 so that
they could provide summer room and board for more city children.
The house was expanded from a six room dwelling to a thirteen
room house. Mrs. Musgrove has as many as thirty-six children in
residence at any one time according to a descendent.




» M 23 124
N Thomas Benson House
~—sandy Spring guadrangle
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