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Name: Grafton Holland Farm

Planning Area/Site Number:; 23/82 3. M-NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 9

Coordinate J-15
Address: Brighton Dam Road, Brighton :

Classification Summary

Category__bullding Previous Survey Recording MNCPPC
Ownership private Title and Date: Historic Sites Inventory
Public Acquisition N/A 1976
Status occupied
Accessible_no Federal State__ x County_x Local
Present use_agriculture/private residence

Date: ¢- 1830 7. Original Owner:

Apparent Condition

a. good b. altered c. original site

Description: The present '"farmhouse" appearance of this structure is
deceptlve, as the house was built in three parts. The main northwest
section faces north and has three bays with a door in the northeast bay.
A one-story porch crosses the first story. There are interior fireplaces
on both levels at the west wall, and there are chair-rails and other early
trim here.

Built onto the east end is a two-story section that extends north to
south (perpendicular to the horizontal section). This part has two bays
on 1ts north end, and there are chair-rails here, also. Windows. in both
sections are all six-over-six.

The third part is probably earlier yet since it is a low, one-story
section with a massive stone fireplace chimney embedded in the east wall.
The house 1is now sheathed in German siding, but old clapboards and nails

can be seen on the rear of the west part., Like the two other Holland houses
in the valley, there is a blank end wall with two small windows high in the

gable end, and a two-story porch extends to the rear of the house.
Significance: This farm house overlooking the lovely Hawlings River Valley
between Brookeville and Brighton is associated with the Holland family, who
first bought land in the area from Richard Simmons in 1742,

In 1834 the children of James Holland divided the estate of their late
father according fo his will. Grafton Holland received 92 acres of land
from the tract "Bordley's Choice" with buildings and improvements. He
probably buillt or improved the house at this time which approximately coin-
clded with the time of his marriage. His first child, Thomas Jr. was born
a year later. Grafton added to his holdings, between 1840 and 1854 he
accummulated an additional 544 acres of land, two servants, two slaves and
$10,000 in personal property.

The property remained in the Holland famlly until 1929. The current
owner purchased the property in 1953.

Michael Dwyer - Arch. Description
Researcher and date researched: Roberta Hahn July 1979

Compiler: Margaret Coleman 13. Date Compiled: Sept. 1979 14. Designation
Approval
15. Acreage: T4.48 acres
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BNAME

© HISTORIC Grafton Holland Farm

) AND/OR COMMON
‘ "Sunnymeade Farm"

EJLOCATION
STREET & NUMBER Bri ghton Dam Road
CITY, TOWN ’ . ) CONG’RESSIONAL DISTRICT
Brighton __vicintyornear Brookeville 8
STATE ’ . COUNTY
: Maryland Montgomery
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS . PRESENT USE
_DISTRICT —__PUBLIC X OCCUPIED JC_AGFiICULTUFiE —MUSEUM
’ }BUILDING(S) X_PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED — COMMERCIAL —PARK
g __STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL X _PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT _-INPROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED _-GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION
X¥no __MILITARY __OTHER:
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Joseph A. Solem Telephone #: 77429303

STREET & NUMBER

Brighton Dam Road

CITY. TOWN sTATE, Zip code
. Brookeville —_ VICINITY OF Maryland 20729
[EILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 1782

COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 511
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Montgomery County Courthouse >

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
Rockville Maryland
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

M~NCPPC Inventory of Historic Sites

P DATE
1976 —FEDERALX_sTATE X COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEYRECORDS  DPapk Historian's Office
CITY. TOWN STATE

Rockville Maryland 20855
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| DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
XGooD __RUINS X ALTERED —_MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present "farmhouse" appearance of this structure is deceptive,
as the house was built in three parts. The main northwest '
section faces north and has three bays with a door in the northeast bay.
A one-story porch crosses the first story. There are interior fireplaces
on both levels at the west wall, and there are chair-rails and other
early trim here,

Built onto the east end is a two-story section that extends north to
south (perpendicular to the horizontal section). This part has two bays
on its north end, and there are chair-rails here, also., Windows in both
sections are all six-over=-six,

The third part is probably earlier yet since it is a low, one-story
section with a massive stone fireplace chimney embedded in the east wall,
The house is now sheathed in German siding, but old clapboards and nails
can be seen on the rear of the west part., Like the two other Holland
houses in the valley, there is a blank end wall with two small windows
high in the gable end, and a two-story porch extends to the rear of the

house.,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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A SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC _~ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—-1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC ___CONSERVATION —__LAW ) __SCIENCE
_-1500-1599 _XAGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE ___SCULPTURE
——1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
-1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC —THEATER
XA 800-1899 --COMMERCE ___EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ___PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY ' __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES Ce 1830 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Grafton Holland

-STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm house overlooking the lovely Hawlings River Valley between
Brookeville and Brighton is associated with the Hollapd family, who first
bought land in the area from Richard Simmons in 174%2,.1

Grafton Holland, who is traditionally considered the builder of this
home, was born in 1860, the son of James Holland. In 1834 Grafton and
his brothers and sisters, Charles, Lemuel, Philip, Sarah, Ann, and Mercy
Ann, divided the estate of their late rather according to his oral will.2
The three girls were to get the mansion house of James Holland and 369
acres, and the boys were to get their own farms. At that time Grafton

~~received 92 acres of "Bordley's Choice" with buildings and improvements.

It is probable that Grafton Holland built or expanded his home at
about .the time of his inheritance which was also shortly after his marriage
to his wife, Ellen, and shortly before the birth of his first child,
Thomas J., in 1835, He seems to have been an industrious and successful
farmer: by 1840 he had two servants,and two slaves . &n his household;
by 1841 he had an additional 100 acres of farm landj* by 1850 his worth
was given as $10,000 in the Census Record, and by the 1854 tax assessment
his property inciudes 100 acres of “Borgley's Choice" and 344 acres of
part of "Rum Punch" and part of Dublin.

Following Grafton's death in 1863, his son Thomas J. inherited 99
acres of Bordley's Choice with the home and 49 acres of the Gittings HaHa
property.7/ He and his wife Charlotte apparently had no children, and_they
sold his land to his nephew, James C. Holland, in 1900 for $5,863.37.8
His son Willie Grafton Holland inherited the property in 1929 and immedi-
ately sold it to Gertrude Doyle,9 who retained ownership until 1953, The
o%% Grafton Holland farm is now owned by Joseph Solem, a Washington, D.C.,
atoorney.

" FOOTNQOTES:
1. Mentioned, Land Records of Montgomery County, Md., JA 33/83 (April 1892)
2. Ibid., BS 6/560 = 570 (October 183k), o P ?
3. U.S. ensus Records (1840).

4, Montgomery County Tax Assessment Records (1841).
5.  U.8. Census Records (1850).
6. Tax Assessment Records, Op. Cit., (1854),

. Ibid., (1879).

8. Land Records, Op. Cit., TD 114%/139 (Feb. 1900)
9. Ibid., 482/21% (April 37, 1929),

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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nMA]O'R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland.
Montgomery County Tax Assessment Records.
U.S. Census Records.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET 1IF NECESSARYl
FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 74. 48 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

!

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

‘ STATE . COUNTY
STATE | j COUNTY
EB1FORM PREPARED BY -
NAME / TITLE Michael Dwyer
' Roberta Hahn Architectural Description

ORGANIZATION X DATE-
Sugarloaf Regional Trails - July 1979

STREET & NUMBER ’ TELEPHONE

. _Box 87 926-4510

CiTY OR TOWN : . STATE

Dickerson . Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory aré being prepared for. 1nformatlon
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe=-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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y&#23~82

/160581521

WORKS

HEED

COMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Holland Farm (Grafton Holland)

STREET AND RUMBER:

. Brlqhton Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Brookeville

STATE

Maryland

CoustT v

Montgomery

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
{Cheack One}

OWNERSHIP

ACCESSIBLE

STATUS TO THE PUBLIC

[ Distrist . 588 Building
3 Site [} Strucfun

[3 Object {3 Both

[ Public
B Privets

-Public Acquisition:
] ta Procass

[l Bsing Considared

Yes:
[ Restricted
[ Unrestrictad

7 Mo

£3 Ceoupiad. -

3 Unoceupied

{3 Prsssrvation work
in progress

ICTIONS

PRESENT USE (Check One or More ae dppropriate)

[3 Government
[ industriol

B Agriculture!
[ Commarcial
1[0 Educetional [ Milisery
[ Entertainment 3 Museum

3 Pork

E§ Privote Residarice
[J Religious

O Scisntific

e

[ Transporiation ] Cemments

[ Other (Specity)

b OWNER OF PROPERTY

INSTR

&
OWNER'S NAME:

Joseph A. Solem

STREET AND NUMBER:

(Lawyer) 15th St., N.W.

SEE

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Washingtoh, D.C.

LOCATION OF LESAL DESCRIPTION

J‘COURTHGU&E REGISTRY OF DEEOS, ETC

Montgomery County Courthouse

STREET AMD NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Rockville

STATE

Maryland

Title Reference of Current Deed (BOQK & Pa,

£)3

?EPRE%‘:?‘WA {3‘3’{ B EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SUﬁVEY

CATE OF SURVEY: [} Fedsral [] Stote

V [} County [ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREEY AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

P35~ 708
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iiv;?ﬁz REPTION. i e
. {CHeek Ghe)
CORDITION 1 E;xcaﬂ‘sni B Good [} Fair & §}Fm1ﬁ~5§.chteéq » &y »Ru‘ins’ 7] -Unexpossd
(Chack One) {Chack Onae}
B Altered : 3 Uncff'rt&_ ) Moved . B Ocigine! Site

DESCRIGE THE PRESENT 44D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APP,E_»’«R.ANCE:

This may well be one of the earlier homes in the area
since the Holland family was well established here by the
18th Century. The present "farmhouse" appearance is de-
ceptive, as the house was built in three parts. The main
(Nw) section faces north and has three bays with a door
in the NE bay. A one-story porch crosses the 1lst story.
There are interior fireplaces on both levels at the west
wall and there are chair-rails and other early trim here.

Built onto the east end is a two-story section that
extends North to South (perpendicular to the horizontal
section.) This part has two bays on its North end, and
there are chair-rails here, alsoc. Windows. in both sections
are all 6/6. ' '

336

The third part is probably earlier yet since it is
a low, one-story section with a massive stone fireplace
chimney embedded in the east wall. The house is now
- sheathed in German siding, but old clapboards and nails
can be seen on the rear of the west part. Iike the two
other Holland houses in the valley, there is a blank end
wall with two small windows high in the gable end, and
a two-story porch extends to the rear of the house.

SNOITLONnY LS NI




B |  M2352

T SIGHIFICANCE -0
e

HEHEGO. (Check One or Mors ae Appropriate) ] . e
P . 1 Pre-Columbian - . {3 18th Contury 2 B 18th Contury {3 20th Century
[} 15th Century 3 17th Century P 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATES) (1f Applicable and Known)

ARERXS OF SIGNIFICANGE (Check One or More a2 Appropriate)

Abor iginal , [ Education ] Political - [ Urban Planning
{7 Prehistoric [} Engineering (] Religion/ Phi.- 03 Other (Specity;
{71 Historic O tndustry losophy .

O Agriculture [T} Invention ] Science.

1 Architecture 1 Landscops [ Sculpture

3 A v » Architecture 31 Sociol/Humon-

1. Commaerce [3 Literature itarian

[0 Communicotions {1 Mititory [ fh;ater

[} Conservation 3 Music {7} Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SEE INST UCTIONS
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(9. HAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

‘GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -

LATITUDE ANG LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

GEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE ProPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PRORERTY
: ) R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGLTUDE LATITUDE - f T TLONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrses Minutes Seconds Dogrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ) - o ’ L] o ] . - o . .-
; NE o 13 - -] ’ -
SE [ . L - - * » .
SW 9 L] - o ’ : »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

‘Acreage Justification:
}

1. FORM PREPARED BY.

NAME AND TITLE:

ORGANIZATION

M~NCPPC

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park Historian

DATE

8/15/75

STREET AMD HNUMBER:

8787 Georqgia Ave.

CTLTY OR TOWN: .

Silver Spring

STATE

Marvyland

dgtate Liaison Officer Review:

(Office Use Only)

National {7 State {7} Local

Significance of this property is:
]

Signature

M. 23-§Q
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION _

See correspondence dated June 10, 1986

ACTION TAKEN

The purpose of this Final Draft Amendmegt is.to designate
the following sites on the Master Plan for Historic Pr?seryatlop
thereby extending to them the protection of the County's Historilc
Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County

Code.

M: 15/67.........Maiden's Fancy
M: 23/19%....cuc... Retirement
M: 23/33..+.4¢....Bleakwood
...... ..Grafton Holland Farm (Sunnymeade Farm)
M: 23/103........John D. Berry House

M: 23/123...+.....Jacob Allnutt .,Farm
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' THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION
e f 8787 Georgia Avenue ¢ Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760
. : DI ANTTT TYNY

"[ ' . . AN A e Y N 4K
i)
[UNE—— 1

MEMORANDUM March 21, 1986 MAR 24 1043

MARYLAND HIaT

TORICAL
. . TRUST '
TO: Richard Ferrara, Director s
Department of Housing and Community Development
John L. Menke, Director
Department of Environmental Protecticn
D//<5° Rodney Little, Director
State Historic Preservation Office
Philip Cantelon, Chairperson
Historic Preservation Commission
FROM: Melissa C. Banach, Coordinator |I}4
Community Planning North :
SUBJECT: Preliminary Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for

Historic Preservation: Northern and Eastern
Montgomery County Resocurces

I am pleased to transmit to you this Preliminarv Draft
Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preserva+ion:
Northern and Eastern Montgomery Countv Resources.

This document contains the recommendations of the Montgomery
County Historic Preservation Commission on approximately 80
historic sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring, Aspen Hill,
and Burtonsville areas of the County.

The Montgomery County Planning Board will hold a public
hearing on this Preliminary Draft Amendment on Monday, April 21,
1986, at 7:30 P.M., in the Auditorium of the Montgomery Regional
Office at 8787 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, Maryland.

Should you have any questions concerning this specific
Preliminary Draft Amendment, please do not hesitate to contact
Marty Reinhart at 495-4565.

MCB:MR:dws
Attachment
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT

AMENDMENT TO THE APPROVED AND ADQPTED
MASTER PLAN FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

NORTHERN AND EASTERN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORIC RESOURCES

Including sites located in the Olney, Sandy Spring,
Aspen Hill, Norbeck and Burtcnsville Areas

March 1886

An amendment to the 1980 Olney Master Plan, 1980 Sandy Spring/
Ashton Special Study Plan, 1970 Aspen Hill Master Plan, and the
1981 Eastern Montgomery County Master Plan: being alsc an
amendment to the General Plan for the Physical Develcpment of the
Maryland-Washington Regional District and tc the Master Plan of
Highways within Montgcmery County, Maryland.

THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION

8787 Georgia Avenue 14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3760 Upper Marlbcoro, MD 20772-3090
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IMPLEMENTATION )

Once designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preserva-
tion, any substantial changes to the exterior of a resource or
its environmental setting must be reviewed by the Historic Pre-
servation Commission and a historic area work permit issued. The
Ordinance also empowers the County's Department of Environmental

rotection and the Historic Preservation Commission to prevent
the demolition of historic buildings through neglect.

It is the intent of the Master Plan and Ordinance to provide
a rational system for evaluating, protectiing and enhancing Mont-
gomery County's heritage for the benefit of present and future
residents. The accompanying challenge is to weave protection for
this heritage into the County's planning program so as to maxi-
mize community support for preservation and minimize infringement
on private property rights. .

THE AMENDMENT

The purpose of this Preliminary Draft Amendment is to con-
sider the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission's
recommendations that the following sites be designated on the
Master Plan for Historic Preservation and protected under the
County's Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the
Montgomery County Code. A copy of the Ordinance is provided in
Appendix B of this document.

(NOTE: Unless otherwise specified in the Preservation Com-
mission's nomination, the recommended environmental setting for
each site is the entire parcel on which the resource is located
as of the date it is designated on the Master Plan as defined in
Section 24A-2 of the County's Preservation Ordinance. Where
additional buildings of historical or architectural importance
are associated with a site, these buildings are noted in the
nomination as being part of the recommended setting.)

Atlas % Site Location
15/55 Spencer/Carr House 2420 Spencerville
- Dating from 1855 with a rear section added in the

1870's, this three-story house is distinguished by
three over three windows on the third floor and a one-
story porch with bracketed pillars on the front facade.

- Significant as an example of the "Spencerville style" . a
local style characterized by a special grouping of
architectural detail most notably half windows on the
third story extending into the boxed cornice and roof
line.




23/66

R

23/71

23/79

Bordley's Choice (Merrywcod) 20015 Georgia Avenue

Began in 1763 and expanded circa 1868, this massive
fieldstone structure today is most representative of
mid 19th century Second Empire architecture.

Assoclated in its early years with the prominent Riggs
family of Montgomery County.

Served for over 50 years as the home for the presti-
gious Brookeville Academy, a private school for boys
started in 1815.

The recommended environmental setting includes all
ocutbuildings associated with site and the entrance
drive to the main house.

Far View 21450 New Hampshire Avenue

Example of a late 18th century stone farmhouse of
simple styling possessing a clarity of line and high
quality of workmanship.

Included in the recommended environmental setting are

- the 1836 stone bank barn and slave quarters, which are

notable for the guality of their masonry work.
Roslyn Bank Barn 20401 New Hampshire Avenue

Fine example of a 19th century bank barn with refine-
ment of details such as the stone columns.

Built in the 1840's by Henry Stabler, prosperous local
farmer and eminent horticulturist who developed the
popular Stabler strain of corn.

The recommended envirconmental setting consists of the
building footprint of the frame bank barn.

Grafton Holland Farm 2222 Brighton Dam Road
(Sunnymeade Farm)

Ca. 1830 -- Frame and log farmhouse built in three
sections with each section representative of the
evolution of rural architecture in the area.

Associated with the Holland family, influential land-
owners and farmers in the Brookeville/Brighton area.

The recommended envirconmental setting includes all
outbuildings associated with the site.
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NAME foLeand  pouse
LOCATION BRlewen ol BRovttwecE AL
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