o~

ACHS SUMMARY FORM M:a3-Y¢

. Name Greenwood

2. Planning Area/Site Number 23/46 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 9

L, Address 21315 Georgia Avenue
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Brookeville

. Classification Summary ’ )

Category__ building
Ownership__private
Public Acquisition pa
Status occupied
Accessible no
Present use private residence

Previous Survey Recording 1956 HABS Federa
=l eral x_ Statex Cou x
MNCPPC Historic Sites Survey, 1975 £_bounty X Local

Date early 18th century 7. Original Owner

Apparent Condition

a. i ’ - .
—falr C._ _original site

b.__altered

Description Greenwood grew steadily from the early 18th through the mid
19th century, leaving traces of most of the alterations made. The present
house is a primer of styles and building techniques. Greenwood is thought to
have been bullt in 5 sections, beginning with the 1lst story of the east end.
Next built was the 1-1/2 story gambrel-roofed portion of Flemish bond brick,
now at the center of the house. The west wing was begun in 1806, finished in
1853, In 1854 the 1-1/2 story gable-roofed west wing was raised and a tower
was added (now gone). The house was stuccoed and scored to look like ashlar
and some Victorian trim was added to the eaves. There are several outbuildings
(large frawme barn, stone cattle shed, smokehouse, wood shed, ice well,
carriage house, blacksmith shop) and a Bowlie family cemetery. Adjacent to
the house is mature landscaping surrounded by a stone wall.

Significance

Greenwood 1s significant for its architectural combinations and also for its
age and family associations. On 1720-22 land grants, the house was owned

by 5 generations of the Davis family from 1747 to 1906. The original 257
acres grew to 1060 and was one of the largest plantation operations in Mont-
gomery County., Two members of the family are particularly notable, Thomas
Davis III and Allen Bowie Davis, his son. Thomas Davis III helped George
Washington suppress the Whiskey Insurrection in Pa., and returned to serve
several years in the House of Delegates. He became a judge and a surveyor,
and was one of the founders of the Brookeville Academy. Allen Bowile Davis was
a successful farmer, and wrote a book on farming, He was a community leader,
school commissioner, director of the C & O Canal Company, president of the

- Md.Agricultural Society and Rockville Fair, and a member of the House of

Delegates during the Civil War.
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CONSITION

The house was built in four sections, the earliest being the lower
story of the north end. Su sequently, the 1-1/2 story, gambrel roofTed,
brick center section was built, Then the zouth wing (stone) vas added
in two paris, and the north end rais2d to its present height, The house
was also stuccoed, with scoring to look like granite blocks.

The center wmusmmiems is g 1-1/2 svory, brick section laid up in
Flemish bond. The west facade had a central door and flanking 9/9 double
hung sash; the door has been moved to the north bay and the central bay
has been turned into a window. There are two shed-roofed dormers with
6/6 double hung sash windows. On the north end, the house was 1-1/2
stories and has been raised to ivwo, with the gable facing forward. The
rorth bay is o dcor and the south bay a window; %the eaves have barge-
boards. The gable windews are "Palladian" wita %wo lower sauare-headed
windows flanking a taller central window. 4% the south end, the tw
story wing balances gﬁghnorth wing; EﬁyNag%Fs have blocks resembling
Tuscanate brackeﬁing,pontinues around wawe fzcade. The south wing has
9/6 doutble hung sash on the east end and 6/6 on the west end. The chim-
neys are rebuilt in the Vietorian manner with double octagonal stacks
Joined at ihe tov.

43¢

The center sectirn was originz2lly 4wo or more likely, three rooms,
with & single room zcross the west frent. It had a ceniral doorway with
flanking 5/9 dGouble hung gash; the rear facade was nearly identical.
Bach of the rooms had o corner firepizce. In the front room this is
balanced by 2 corner cunboard with drchcaﬁganchﬁhand butterfly shelves.
The fireplace has a vanelled chimnel brest and an arched opening that
has been "squared off™ with a flat arch resting on an iron bar. The
ceilirng cornice is an ogee moulding with bhed moulding set on a plain
boaré fascia with beaded lower edge. The chair rail is a wide board
fith a heavy center moulding of double ogee vrefile. The north wall
(now in a hall) is panelled with raised panels with the staircase rising
behind it. There are two rais panel doors with H-hinges; one leads to
a2 closel and the other to o passage in the north end. !
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The north end is divided into two rooms by a laterZal partition
biall. The floor on each side of the wall is a different levei. There
is a large stone fireplace with 2 bake oven. In the attic, the ghost of
the lower zowi- of the lower stone wing and ‘the exterior gable windows
of the brick section are visible.

.

2t the south end, the two rooms are separated by a central hall.
Poth rooms have fireplaces on the end walls with martle surrounds, The
rtairease rises from east tc west and has narrow, tavered posts and rec-
tanguiar ballusters, The east end of the ving is older znd was original
ﬁy an end hall and parlorh this end are 2/6 double hung

Y ™he windows in
28h.  The west end has 5/6 doudble ngs sash. Phe recf wf the briek

bection is Tramed witih prinelpal rafrers, mertised, tencned, and regset.
Yhe collars are half—dovetailed, halif-lapped and nailed over the rafters;
W

Ehe nzil heads are wrotvght, The other ings have simpler, late 19th

century roorf framing,
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