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Survey No. M. 17-/9

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT

)

. Geographic Region:
Eastern Shore (all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)
Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Chariles,
Prince George’s and St. Mary’s)
Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll,
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
II. cChronological/Developxzental Periods:
Paleo-Indian 10000-7500 B.C.
Early Archaic 7500-6000 B.C.
Middle Archaic 6000-4000 B.C.
Late Archaic 4000-2000 B.C.
Early Woodland 2000-500 B.C.
Middle Woodland 500 B.C.- A.D.900
Late Woodland/Archaic A.D. 900-1600
Contact and Settlement A.D. 1570=-1750
Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815 A
Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
Industrial/Urban Domlnance\ aA.D. 1870-1930
Modern Period AR, e EPResenit
_/ Unknown Period ( __ _ prehlstoric ____ hiesterie )
IIX. Prehistoric Period Themnes: IV. Historic Period Themes:
Subsistence raviculture
Settlenent Architecture, Landscape 2rchiltecoure,
end Community Planning
Political E:“.onic {(Commercial anc IrnZustrizal)
Demographic Sowernment/Law
Religion “-lltary
Tecinolcg: o Ay oy
Environmental Adentio . a;/EaLv_b_ona- T o

;~_“sportatlcn

V. Resource Type:

Category:

Historic Environment:

Historic Function(s) and Use(s):

Known Design Source:
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Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of suveyNo. P:A3=38~ M- /9-19
Historic Properties Form

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)

historic Grusendorf Log House

other Dunn Log House

2. Location

street & number Next to Seneca Creek State Park HQ, 11950 Clopper Road not for publication

city, town Gaithersburg X vicinity

county Montgomery

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Maryland Department of Natural Resources

street & number Tawes State Office Building, 580 Taylor Avenue telephone (410) 260-8192

city, town Annapolis state and zip code Maryland 21401

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. tax map and parcel

city, town liber and folio

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

___Individually Listed in the National Register/Maryland Register
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District

Contributing Resource in Local Historic District
____ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
—Recorded by HABS/HAER
____HSR or Research report at MHT
___ Other:

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count

__ district _X_ public __ agriculture ___ landscape Contributing Noncontributing

_X_ building(s) ___ private ____ commercel/trade _X _ recreation/ 1 buildings

__ structure __ both culture sites

____ site ___ defense __ religion structures

object ___ domestic ____ social objects

_X education ___ transportation 1 Total
__ funerary ___ workin progress
____ govemment __ unknown Number of Contributing Resources
___ health care ___ vacant/not in use previously listed in the Inventory

industry other:




7. Description suveyNo M+4-38  M1/979

Condition

X excellent __  deteriorated

____ good ____ ruins

___ fair _x_ altered M@Wﬁéﬁ 5%?%0,?

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it exists
today.

The Grusendorf Log House is located right next to the Seneca Creek State Park headquarters off of Clopper Road in the
Clopper Lake Day Use Area. The Log House is constructed of hand hewn logs with the wide gaps filled in with chinking and
white mortar that is set upon a fieldstone foundation. The entire structure, which is rather small at just 21 feet by 18 feet 6
inches, is covered by a wood shingle roof. In front (the south facade) a door is located directly in the center of the house
flanked on either side by a window. The only other opening is a door located to the rear of the house (north facade). In keeping
with the rustic nature of the house the trim that surrounds the doors and windows is very minimal and undecorated.




8. Significance

Survey No. -M.-ﬁ-—ﬁ%—— M’IQ“'I? R

Period Areas of Significance  Check and justify below
__1600-1699 ___ agriculture ___ economics __ health/medicine performing arts
___1700-1799 ___ archeology ___ education ___ industry philosophy
_x1800-1899 _x architecture ___ engineering invention politics/government
_ 1900-1999 ___art ___ entertainment/ __ landscape religion
___ commerce recreation architecture science
__ communications —_ ethnic heritage — law social history
___ community planning _X exploration/ literature transportation
___ conservation settlement maritime history other:
__ military
Specific dates

Builder/Architect

Evaluation for:

National Register

Maryland Register

not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, and a narrative discussion of the history

of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, discuss evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual).

The Grusendorf Log House, circa 1855, was moved from the Dunn property to this site in 1994 and was entirely
reconstructed. It is representative of log construction in the central part of Maryland and today is used as an educational exhibit,

as well as for a presentation area within the park.
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Maryland Historical Trust SUNeyNo.‘ #5438 M’ 19-19
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

Name

Continuation Sheet
Number 8 Page 2

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Piedmont

Chronological/Developmental Period(s): Agricultural-Industrial Transition

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Community Planning

Resource Type:

Category: Structure

Historic Environment : Village

Historic Function(s) and Use(s):Farming

Known Design Source: Unknown




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. Mz1%=58a M. /9-/9

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property_Less than an acre

Quadrangle name __Seneca Quadrangle scale ___1:24,000

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Charlie Mazurek, Historic Sites Surveyor

organization MD Department of Natural Resources date September 29, 1997
street & number Tawes State Office Building, 580 Taylor Avenue telephone (410) 260-8192
city or town Annapolis state and zip code MD 21401

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement,

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2 023
410-514-7646




ACHS SUMMARY FORM (tha;ﬁ;’z 513 ‘&D

1. Name: Grusendorf Log House (Dunn Log House)

/_2. Planning Area/Site Number: 19/19 3., M<NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 7
] A-19
%, Address: 13315 Clopper Road, Germantown
5. Classification Summary
Category building Previous Survey Recording _ M-NCPPC
Ownership private Title and Date: 1976 Inventory of

Public Aeguitition . E/AZ
Status occupied

Accessible 0o Federal State X County x Local
Present use__private resjdence

Historical Sites

6., Date: Second quarter of 7. Original Owner: Jacob Snyder (?)
= 19th century

. 8. Apparent Condition

a. fair b. altered c, original site

9« Description: This is a log and frame house: log (east) is three bays, one-
and-a~half storiesj frame (west) is five bays, two-and-a-half stories.

Log has exposed walls with A-V notches and chinked with fieldstone and
clay. TFrame has white asphalt shingles. The south porch has a flat roof
supported by four square postsj porch is enclosed by balustraded railing.
Two=-over=-two double-hung windows. There is one small window in east, west,
and north gable ends. Both houses have gable roofs =-- the log house roof
is in poor condition and covered by black asbestos shingles., The frame
house has gray asbestos shingles.

10, Significance: The Grusendorf house, owned by the same German immigrant
family for 3/4 of a century, is significant as one of the few structures
remaining in the area known as "0ld Germantown".

Germantown appears to have been named after the several families of
German ancestry who settled nearby, among them Snyders, Grusendorfs,
Metzes, Richters, and Stangs. Jacob Snyder was the first of these,
settling in the area in 1832, After building the log section of this
house, he sold it in 1860 to Hanna and Frantz Grusendorf. Grusendorf was
a stonemason and his wife a midwife. Hanna continued to occupy the house
until her death in 1902, and their daughter, Mary Augusta Marth, lived there
until her death in 1931. It was sold to Bertha R, Dunn in 1933, and deeded
to the present owner, Jean C. Dunn Richelsen, in 1971,

"0ld Germantown" itself by the mid 1860s was a busy village of shops,
a Methodist church, and houses, but in 1873 the Metropolitan Branch of the
B&0 Railroad was built about 1z miles east. As business area grew up
around the railroad station and mill, "Germantown Station" replaced the
older village as a market center.

& Gary Mallard -9/79 Candy Reed .
.i. Researcher and date researched: Geraldine Rerkman Arch. Description
12. Compiler: Gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled:  10/79 14, Designation

Approval

15, Acreage:




MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST M: 19/19
MAGI#

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TEINAME

HISTORIC Grusendorf Log House -

AND/OR COMMON
: Dunn Log House

. [FBLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

13315 Clopper Road

CITY. TOWN ' CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Germantown — VICINITY OF 8 .
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Montgomery
[EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC XOCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
SLBUILDING(S) X PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL ___PARK
s STRUCTURE _BOTH - __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL - Z.PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT . __IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED - __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
XNo - _—MILITARY __OTHER:

PY OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME

Jean C. Dunn Richelsen Telephone #: 681-7370

STREET & NUMBER

10819 Tenbrook Court

CITY. TOWN sTATE, zip code
___ Silver Spring —__ VICINITY OF Maryland 20910
- [HLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 4160

COURTHOUSE. Folio #: oL
REGISTRY OF DEEDS;ETC. ggontggmery County Courthouse 7

STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN STATE
Rockville Maryland 20850
KA REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
M«~NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites
..  DATE
’ 1976 —FEDERAL X _STATE X_COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Park Historian's 0Office
CITY. TOWN STATE

Rockville Maryland 20855
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS _ZALTERED __MOVED DATE
ZFAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Dunn Log House is a three bay, one-and-a-half story, log (east)
house attached to a five bay, two-and-a-half story, L-shaped frame (west)
house.

Both east and west sections are built on fieldstone foundations. The
west section has white asphalt shingles. The east section has exposed
A~V notched logs chinked with fieldstone and clay. There is a porch on
the south (front) elevation of the frame house with s flat roof supported
by four square wooden posts. The porch is enclosed by a balustraded
railing. The south double glass and wooden paneled doors are surmounted
by a four light transom. The north and south doors on the log house are
wooden paneled. On the north elevation there is a two story porch which
is semi-enclosed at both the first and second levels, _

There are two-over-two double~hung windows in the frame house. There
1s one small window opening in the east, west, and north gable ends of the
frame house. The windows in the log house are covered by plywood sheets.

Both the log and frame houses have gable roofs. The log house has
black ashestos shingles, the frame house has grey asbestos shingles and a
boxed and returned cornice line. There are three interior chimneys on the
east, west, and north gable ends of the frame house,

The south door opens inte a central hallway in the frame house., An
open string single run stalrway ascends from south to north. It has a
turned newel post and balustered railing. ZXast of the hall is the living
room and west is the dining room. Kitchen is in the north ell.

The house was modernized several years ago. The floors are narrow
hardwood and are covered by linoleum and wall to wall carpeting. The
walls and ceilings are plaster over lath and some plasterboard. There
are molded door frames and wooden paneled doors. There is a stove in the
living room.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



Mo17-19

A SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —_AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 — ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —_MILITARY —_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING _MusIC __THEATER
X.1800-1899 — COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X_OTHER (SPECIFY)
- __INVENTION Local History
~  SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

=

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Grusendorf house, owned by the same German immigrant family for
three-quarters of a century, is significant as one of the few structures
remaining in the area known as "01d Germantown".

Germantown appears to have been named after the several families of
German ancestry who settled nearby. Jacob Snyder was the first of these,
settling in 1832, (He had previously lived in Steptown (Middlebrook).
The other Germans, some related, were the Grusendorfs, Metzes, Richters,
and Stangs, John Brewer, trustee, sold 12 3/h4 gcres to Jacob F. Snider
(sic) in 1855,1 and on this land Snyder probably built the original log

~part of the house. In 1860 he sold it to Hanng and Frantz Grusendorf,

- although the deed was not recordgd until 1866, The Grusendorfs were
living at this location in 1865,2 According to his descendants,
Grusendorf was a stonemason who built the foundations and walls of many
houses in the - érmantown area., His wife, Hanna, was a midwife.

By the mid 1860s 01d Germantown, the area near the intersection of
present Routes 118 and 117, was a busy village of shops, a Methodist
church and houses., In 1873 the Metropolitan Branch of the B&0 Railroad
came through the county about 1% miles east. A mill and railroad station
were built near the railroad, and a business area grew up around these
industries., 014 CGermantown residents moved closer to the railroad, and
"Germantown Station" replaced the older village as a market center.

Hanna Grusendorf continued to occupy the house until her death in
1902, Their daughter, Mary Augusta Marth, widow of Fredric Marth, lived
there until hﬁr death in 1931. Emelia Marth Carter sold it to Bertha R.
Dunn in 1933, David M, Dunn deeded it to the present owner in 1971,
According to a Grusendorf descendant, Daniel Leaman, the Dunns, Grusendorf
and Marths were all related. Leaman and his parents remain near the old
town of Germsntown,

Today the shops, church and most of the houses are gone from 01d
Germantownj; the Grusendorf house is one of the few that remains.

FOOTNOTES 3
1. Land Records of Montgomery County, ¥d,, JGH 4/556 (November 22, 1855).
2, Ibid., EBP 3/44 (April 9, 1860),
~3, Martinet and Bond Map, 1865,
+o Land Records, op. cit., 55%f364 (June 9, 1933),

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




MAT-17
EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Land Records of Montgomery County, Md.

Interviews: J. Upton and Idella Leaman, descendants of Grusendorf and
Dunn families, Dorsey and Madeline Waters, longtime residents of
Germantown.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 he 58 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE . COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[¥1FORM PREPARED BY :
NAME / FITLE Gary Mallard - Candy Reed
Geraldine Berkman : Architectural Descrlntlon
ORGANIZATION ) DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails 9/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
_ Box 87 : 926-4510
CITY OR TOWN . . STATE
Dickerson _ Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was off1c1ally created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Artlcle 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and’'do not constltute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



fA #19-19

1608M L5504

{TORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
: _ for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

COMMON:

Dunn Liog House

» AND/OR HISTORIC: .
F. Gusendorf House & Building

ERTION.

STREET AND NUMBER:

Clopper Road

CITY OR TOWN:

. Germantown
STATE COLUNTY:

_Maryland _Montgomery

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
. - STATUS

v ) (Check One) GWNERSHIP u . 1 TO THE PUBLIC

] District B Building 7] Public "Public Acquisition: B¥ Occupied Yes:

o [] Site [J Structure BB Privote’ ] in Process [ Unoccupied [T} Restricted

- {7} Object [J Both {1 Being Considered ] Preservotion work 3 Unrestricted

. : in progress @ Neo

LR PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate}

- ] Agriculturcl {7} Government [J Pork {7} Tronsportetion ] Commaents

o ] Commerciol O industriol E® Privote Residence 3 Other (Specity)

- {1 Educotionel ) Militery [ Religious one building

w [ Entertoinment J Museum . [ Scientific vacant

= WNER OF PROPERTY - :

— OWNER'S NAME:

STREET AND NUMBER:

SEE

CITY OR TOWN: ) STATE:

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Rockville Maryland
ference of Current Deed (Book & Pg
TION IN EXISTING SURVEYS. 1 Ll

E OF SURVEY: .

None

DATE OF SURVEY: {7} Federol {3 Stote ] County {3 Locdl
DEFPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ) )

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

PE 709




o

P e

SCRIFTION. ™~

) . (Chack One) .
] Excellent W Good [ Fair = [ Detsriorated 1 Ruins ] -Unexposed
CONDITION ’ (Check One) ’ (Check Ons)
‘ & Altersd [ Uncltered - [ Moved . i Originol Site

| east wing. The frame section has a central doorway with

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 44D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The house is a two story, frame building with a log,

double doors with arched, glazed panels. Windows are 2/2
double hung sash with moulded architraves. The boxed cornice
returns 1nto the gable end.

The log w1ng is a story and a half with a three bay facade)
The gable ends have horizontal weatherboarding; on the facade
there are several nailers for clapboard siding.

East of the house is a small frame building, probably a
commercial building, with a three bay facade and a porch across
the front. :

336
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SEE

[} Pre-CZalumbian

[} 15th Century

I perioo (check One or More as Appropriate)
1 16th Century -
’ {C1 17th Century

] 18th Century
m 19th Century

[ 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable end Known)

© Aberiginal
{T] Prehistoric

{1 Histaric
Agriculture
Architecture
Art )
Commerce

Communications

oooooo.

Coanservatian

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More es Appropriats)

[C] Educotion

{C] Engineering

{3 Industry

1 invention

] Londscape
Architecture

3 Literoture

1 Militory

1 Music

00 000 oo

Politicdl
Religion/Phi.
fosophy

Science
Sculpture
Saciol/Humaon-
itarian
Theafer

Tronspartotion

‘ {T] Urbon Plenning

{T] Other (Specify}

INSTF JCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Pg w100




LIOR BIBLIDGRAPHICAL REFERENCE

SEGGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CODRODINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CODRDINATES

ODEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 OEFINING THE CENTER PDINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE ! .. . LONGITUDE
Dagrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° s - o . » o . . e . -
NE o ] » o * -
SE o . 13 - o LI L3
SW Q * L o * L

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE DF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

iAcreage Justification:
i

1
i

NAME AND TITLE:

Christopher. Owens, Park Historian

DRGANIZATION ’ - DATE

M-NCPPC : _ - 111 Dec 74

STREET AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Avenue

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Silver Spring i Maryland
dstate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [ State [J Local (J

Signature

338
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NAME # (444 Do Lo Mouse

'LOCATION CeonPPeR RD. (om) Geemantown, mp,
FACADE ¢

PHOTO TAKEN tl/(\ (P4 na . Broyer—




