M: 18-11-17
Williams-Diggins House c.1880's
Boyds
Private

This two story house began as a simply designed tenant
house, containing one room down and one room up, with a two
bay facade. In 1922 it was purchased by a Black family, who
improved it over the years, enlarging it considerably.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This interesting site stands on the east side of White Ground Road.

It consists of a two story frame house with yard, garden, and numerous
outbuildings and storage places. In front of the house along the road, is

a white post fence., Together the fence and a line of shrubbery delineate
the front yard. In the yard 1s a rose arbor, numerous shade trees and shrubs
and empty flower pots which indicate the care that was given by the resident
famlly to the appearance of the house and its grounds when they lived here. -
Behind the house, is & half dozen or more outbuildings and storage sheds.
They are fllled with a host of artifacts that Courtney Diggins has saved
over the years. Some of them include old farm equlpment such as long
handled scythes, saws, whetstones, hoes, and other farm and work tools. This
would be an interesting place to photograph for any students interested in
the older things that Black familles used years ago.

The house itself has been added to conslderably over the years. Its
general appearance reveals those additions quite clearly. According to
Mrs, Edna Duffin Johnson who lives on the parcel of land to the south of
this house, it originally consisted of the front block which contained one
room down and one up. The house today 1s no longer occupied 80 the interior
was not investigated. A 4

The front block stood a full two stories 1in height It is frame 1n
construction, and today 1ts frame has been covered with white asbestos
shingling. Presumably, they cover weatherboards. The facade of the prin-
cipal block consists of two bays, a door almost centrally located, with a
window containing double hung sashes with two over two lights to the north
of it. There are two windows in the upstairs above each of these openings
below, The front block 1s one bay in depth, and each bay contains a window,
similar to those in the front. The windows today are accented by plain trim
board which have been palnted green. The facade is sheltered by a shed
porch ‘supported by turned posts.

The gable roof 1is covered by galvanized tin, the cornices are boxed
with plain boards. There are small windows in each of the gable ends in the
attie.

Behind the house is a two story ell through which the brick stave
flue ascends., ©Since there is no stove flue for the front block of the housé,
it is probable that there was originally a room attached to the back of the
house and has since been enlarged to two rooms downstairs and two rooms
upstalrs. Behind that additien is s8till another addition probably containing
one room down and one room up. On the back porch are stored scores of arti-
facts. Refer to the color slide of the back porch for a good picture of
the types of things that Diggins has preserved over the years.

Directly behind the house is a large frame outbullding which was pre-
sumably the meathouse. It was not investigated c¢losely because no one
was at home. There 1is also a privy behind the house and other smaller
outbuildings, one of them may have been a hen house or corn house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to Miss Edna Duffin Johnson, this small house was originally
a tenant house on property owned by Mr. Jim Williams. In 1917 her father,
Addison Duffin purchased it from this white landowner and later according
to deed PBR 322/133, it was sold to Courtney Diggins, who was born and
raised in Big Voods in Upper Western Montgomery County. After purchasing
the property, Diggins added on to the house and improved the general
appearance of 1t in the front yard and by building the outbuildings behind
it. His improvements to the property revealed the influence that land
“rership has upon houses.

Since the interior of the house cannot be investigated for structural
detalls, the house cannot be precisely dated. Also, since it was built
as a tenant house and not as a landowner's dwelling, the deeds do not give
us a indication of the date of construction, However, by the general
appearance of the house,by the presence of the stove flues, the absence
of fireplaces, the presence of two over two windows, the general design of
the house together these features indiecate that the house was probably
bullt in the late 19th century probably 1880s or 1890s., Miss Johnson was
born in 1891 and recalls that the house was built before she was born, so
it was probably built in the 1880s. - ‘ o

She recalls that there was no front porch to the house when she was
young, It consisted of the front block with one room down and one room
up, and '~ the weatherboards were what she called, "stralght up and down
boards,"” +that is, board and batten. The house was whitewashed like other
“houses in the community. Being a frame house == and not a log cabin -~
this house was in advance of its time, if it was built as a tenant dwelling.
The changes in it over time reflect the transition in housing from
tena?cg to land ownership and the ability of landowners to improve thelr
conditions.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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