M 17-51-21 19th century
illiam and Virginia Robinson House (Site)

Jerusalem community

Private

This small log house may have begun its history as a slave
house, which was added onto after its purchase by the Robinson
family. William Robinson may have lived in the house as a slave.
Both Robinson and his wife were strong in character, highly
religious, educationally oriented, and their descendants continue
to live in the area, and hold leadership positions.
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__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOoD __RUINS X _ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR X _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This dwelling was a two story log dwelling with one room down and
two up as the original section. Later, a frame kitchen and living
room were attached to one gable end of the house. A porch sheltered
the entire facade, and food was carried from the kitchen across the porch
into the dining room in the original section. The house was warmed by
wood burning stoves. For a description of the grounds and outbuildings
see the map of the historical community of Jerusalem, c. 1900-1925, based’
on oral interviews with the grandson of the Robinsons, Howard
Lyles.

The house site is now occupied by houses of modern designs. The

houses belong to the grandson and great-grandson of the Robinsons.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Local history
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to the deed JA27/364 Samuel Milford conveyed to William
H. Robinson 3 acres of land in 1891. Family tradition maintains that
Robinson had been a slave of the Milford family, and it is possible that
this house had been a slave cabin, which Robinson continued to inhabit
until the time of purchase.

The Robinsons were among the most important and oldest families
nf Jerusalem. According to the 1900 U.S. census, William Robinson was
born in 1845, and his wife Virginia in 1849, He was employed as a farm
laborer. They had many children, many of whose descendants continue
to 1live in the vicinity (or in Montgomery County or Washington, D.C.).
Attached is a portion of = Robinson family tree for one side of the
family.

Family tradition is that Virginia Robinson was part Indian, and those
physical characteristics can be seen in the photograph of her, copled as
part of this survey.

One of her daughters, Cora, married izto the Harper family of
Jonesville, thus connecting the two communities.

According to Jerusalem resident, Ora Lyles, her mother Josephine
McPherson and Virginia Robinson were close friends. Ora married Virginia's

-randson, George Lyles, connecting these two old families also.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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VHUREIRY

Interview with Howard Iyles, Jerusalem, Md. Jan. 26, 1979

What year were you born Mr. Iyles? (George)
In 1918. (Howard)
Where were you born? (George)
In that old log house. (Howard)
Did a mid-wife deliver you or was there a doctor there? (George)
) L3
It seems tome I had a doctor. There was a mid-wife theren but I had a doctor, (Howard)
Hami [ty
Was Henrietta Iyles a mid-wife? (George)

Yes. (Howard)

I think your sister-in-law was telling me that she (Henrietta) was a mid-wife.
Here is the photograph of the log house and I'm going to give that to you. (George)

Oh, fine. This is where I was born. Cfcourse, this, what we see here, is after
my brother built his house there, this when they were destroying this house. This
is fire and smdke here, they were burning the house down at the time. He had his
house built in behind it. They didn't burn it down, the bull dozer dozed it down
and then burned it. (Howard)

Now, what was the plan for this house.The road was on this side, and so this would
be right out there, that gable end would be facing your house today. (George)

That's right. (Howard)

Were there 2 rooms downstairs? (George)

Two roans down and two roams up, an attic and a basement underneath. (Howard)

What were the two roams downstairs used for? (George)

The roam on the front was used for the kitchen and dining roam. If we had guests we
generally used the back room and set up their spread in the back room to accammodate
the guests. This was used, say, for kitchen, dining and living room. (Howard)

Was this door in the gabled end, was this the front door to the house? (George)

This is a porch, right behind that is the door. So there was not a door in this
length. When you walked in the house, you walked directly into the kitchen. (Howard)

Ch, so this was the door that you used. Was there a door here? (George)
Yes. This was the front door, this door here went into the other room. (Howard)
Into the living roam? (George)

Yes, each room had a door. (Howard)
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Do you have any of your parents furniture or anything that was in the old house ? (George)
That chair there. (Howard)
There was a set? (George)

Yes, that one there, and another on the other side of the hldi~ , and there should
be two upstairs and four of those. (Howard)

Was this in the living recam? (George)

Those were the living roam chairs. (Howard)

Was there a table that went wifh this? (George)

There was an o0ld oak table but that was left in the old house. I guess it was

destroyed with the old house. Can't recall anybody having.f.My brother might have
kept it and got it in his basement over there,I dm't know. (Howard)

7
When you were growing up,were the logs exposed? (George)
Yes. (Howard)
Was the outside of the house whitewashed? (George)
It was left bare. The outside wasn't exposed because they had put siding o it.
I guess they were called chestnut, and they were over top of the other. The inside
logs were exposed.(Howard) Wesd {leor,
What about the walls? (Gearge) W

You could see the logs, mortar or plaster was in between but you could see the
logs. (Howard)

Can you tell me about your family history. Where was your mother from? (George)

As closely as I can recall, my mother was born right here in this area. Most of her
childhood she spent here. I guess most of her adult life she went to Baltimcre and
worked there. Then she came back and she met my father and they married. Then she
spent the rest of her life here. She was raised here in Jerusalem and she is the
daughter of .......(Howard)

Jenny Robinsen? (George) Did you know your grandmother? (George)

Oh ya, I knew her. I never knew my grandfather.(Howard)

She looks like a very proud woman, she is very elegantly dressed. (George)

She was quite a articulate wanan and she also was a mid-wife. I can't recall one of
of her daughters being a mid-wife. (Howard)
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What were some of her principles? (George)

Well, you had to be obedient at all times, even as a kid. She was a very strict
disciplinarian, very strict. You were supposed to do then, what she commanded you
to do. It wasn't "I'11l do it later’, do it now, then you could resume whatever
activity you were doing. She was also a very religious persom. (Howard)

Can you tell me about your grandmcther and her strong religious beliefs? (George)

Well, in those days the church was mare or less the gathering point for most of the
people. There wasn't too many other attractions that would call them together other
than the church. Then, I guess, their experiences, and what they had been through,
drew them closer to God. As I told you before, she was a former slave, and as I
gathered from her daughtere vwho is living, she was a slave right;\ here in this are=.

Most of her life was spen% :hé?‘e and eutside Frederick County."‘:’I'ﬁe times and experiences

_“;\d' probably weren't too good] Where they needed strength or help,they went to God for

it. They were very devote christians, and believed strictly in the Bible?:Raising

their families, especially on Sunday morning,they had family prayer together. Everybody
in the family had to kneel arcund befcre you even had your breakfast and had this

family prayer, and either she or grandfather would pray. They would take turns each .
Sunday. This was the way they believed, this was their method and this were their
policies. (Howard)

Would you have a Bible reading? (George)

No. My experience was they didn't read the scripture, they prayed from the heart. They
gave God thanks for the blessingrhe had bestowed upon them. This is the way they
shared together cn Sunday morning before breekfast time. (Howard) -

Did you ever hear from your grandmcther or your Aunt stories about what it was like
when freedamn came? (George)

No I didn't hear fran either one what it was like. 1 don't know whether here freedom
was met with the same Jubilant enthusiasm as it might have been say, for the southern
states. I can't recall, I never heard her say what her chores were or anything. I'm
sure she had some though, being a slave. (Howard)

Did you ever heasg on which plantation she had been a slave? (George)

Well, my Aunt said the Viers owned her. Where the Viers property was, or is now,
I don't know. (Howard)

Did you ever hear what brought your grandmcther to Jerusalem? (George)

No, I dn't know. (Howard)

Did you ever hear any stories about the founding of Jerusalem? (George)

No, as far as 1 cen recall, maybe alot of the people who warked far the farmer who
owned that particular plot of land, and he could of sold it to them. Whether they come
in big numbers or whether any of those were slaves or not I dm't know. There is me

persm who could probably supply you with information concerning the Dorseys, that would
be Samuel Clark. His father was a descendant out of the Dorsey family. (Howard)
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Ieana Clark, she was a Dorsey. What did you hear about ycur grandfather Robinson?
(George)

Not knowing him, he passed on before my time, my Aunt told me that he was a slave,
and he was owned by the Milfords. They are just right down the rocad. All of this
strip of land down through here, as you see on this side of the ridge there, was
purchased fron the Milford's when that use)to be called (Jerusalem Road) Milford
Mill Road. Just around the corner, where that old house sits back on the side of the
hill, befcre you get to the stream. The Milford's owned a Mill and it sat on that
corner there. I think that's where the name of the road derived from. (Howard)

Did any of your family or anycne here in Jerusalem work at that Mill that you know
of 2 (George)

I can't recall, but they could have. (Howard)

Could you tell me about your grandmother and grandfather Iyles? (George)
I dn't remember either one of them, (Howard)

Where was your father fram? (George)

As far as I know, here in this area. (Howard)

( the deed I think it gives the time of purchase as the early 1900s. I think you
said they were living here earlier than the deed says. (George)

Befare he moved here, he farmed for Gott in Boyds, of,i:ourse they lived on the farm.
They had quarters or homes furnished by the farmer o the farm. He bought +this land,
he built the house,and my wifes sister and her husband lived in the house for a

while befare my father left the farm and decided to come here and take an occupation
a ancther farm. (Howard) :

What farm did he work on when he came here? (George)
I can't recall. (Howard)
Did he work on cash wages, was he a sharecropper,. or did he rent a farm? (Géctrge)

I think mostly they worked far the farm for so much per year plus scame fringe benefits.
Maybe the farmer would give him several hogs, grain to make flour ar samething to
meke meal out of. I think they worked mcstly by the year. (Howard)

1y 3

L)
In the south, there were many,many ,B:\people who were sharecroppers. They would get
paid at the end of the year. During that time there was the company cor country store
usually owned by the landowner and they would run up & debt during the year and then
have to pay that off at the end of the year with that share of their crop. That wonld
be to see them through the year. Was there a similar system here? (George)

There were stores that they had accounts at, but I den't think they were owned by
any e individual or person who you were sharecropping far. The sharecropping I
dan't think reached these arts. You work for a salary and ofcourse if you had to use
any fam of credit it was = the different merchants. You paid that when you got
paid. It wasn't such that you were sharecropping and had to.give part of your crops
or what not to pay your debt. (Howard)
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Did you ever hear fram your father ar anycne how much they did make a year? (George)

I use&to hear them say it all depended on who you worked for. I've heard scme say
they worked foar as little as $10 a month. That's about $120 a year. That would cause
a fright to hear that todsgy. I never really heard him say what his yearly salary was.
I can only sa}jkhdw much or how little, he was a good to the family. He tock
care of his famlly very well. (Howard) preveden

When you say he was a good provider, can you explain that a little bit? (George)
You

never was hungry, unless it was of your own accord. He always saw there was food
o the table, shelter over your head, there was clocthing on your back that he cculd
affard to put am your back. One of his purposes was to see that his children were
confortable at all times. (Howard)

Did you grov alct of your omm food? (George)

th ya, he raised his gardens, and little trick patches, where I'm located now was
cne of the truck gardens, where he raised his vegetables, and even scme of the grain
for his horses. (Howard)

Did you raise corn or wheat? (George)
Just corn. (Howard)
What kinds of vegetables did you raise here? (George)

Mostly the vegetables that I ov well in this area; corn, potatces, cabbage, beets,
lettuce, tcmatog;‘. };&an ,Aa 1 fhe vegetables we use today would be the same that we
used then. ey : fruit trees, gathered the fruit, the places that

had basement s,(tored them in the besement. The places that didn't have basements
woauld dig their little preserving kiln ocutside and store the fruits and vegetables

in that for the winter. OI‘}:ourse,those who were fortunate enough to raise
their hogs at hame, they would butcher them in the fall and preserve that meat through
the winter, and survive that way. (Howard)

Did you raise chickens too? (George)

Yes, chickens, eggs, meat. .Some of the people had a cow or two, and would get their
milk that way. ?Egple who didnt' have cows would go to them and get milk, butter.
They did alot of ven with the stores. You'd have several dozen eggs and you
need some sugar, so you d trade so many eggs for so much sugar. (Howard)

So even if you weren't making that much in cash, you were still living in a way that
you could get along with what you could produce yourself. You could swap that off
for other things that you didn't have. (George)

Yes. (Howard)
That's one thing we miss so much today. We are locked into a cash econamy. You can't
go to the store ard say I'1l give you this if you'll give me that. You've got to
have cash. What would you like to see continued most/ looking back on the older 1life
of this camunity? (George)

The togetherness, the close concern that they had for e another. (Howard)
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Can you give me an example of & time when maybe your family or ancther family was
in need and where there was that closeness? (George)

That was one of their great comcerns, if you were in need and the wori was carried to
others in the camunity. Your needs were taken care of by the other families of

the cammunity. If you had sanece in your household sick, and needed constant care,
that care wes there day and night. Decause the people of the community would ccme

t czether or came to this family and they would share their times. Maybe you would
stay tonight, tanorrow I would stay and so on until that person or those persons got
well. That didn't just happen in certain families, it happened throughout the whole
neighbarhood. (Howard)

Does that exist today? (George)
Samewhat, Not on the togetherness scale as it did in those days. (Howard)
Why do you think its changed? (George)

Well, I think the trend of living that people are accustmed to living today. The
types of activities that attract them into different places and different ways of
living. There's good people today but sometimes the econcmic pressures put upon them
prevents them fram giving their time freely now as those folks did back then. So it
could be a combination of alot of things today. (Howard)

I think that's true all over. This community is re flcting whats happening all over
America. (George)

So I think the times, the trends of lifestyles, econamic and other pressures. It

Just takes too much of your time to share like those folks did. (Howard)
o/der
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Besides when people came together because of emergencies, sickness, or going to
church)were there other times that brought people together? (George)

Sure. There were times when you'd probably have a piece of undeveloped ground that
you'd want cleared up. Well, these people especially the men, they'd come together
and pitch in and grub up wild underbrush. Those who had horses and farming implements
would go in there and work that land up so it wauld produce crops. They'd cane
together many many times in those days. (Howard)

When you say undeveloped,you mean forest land? (George)

7

Yes. They'd come and take those trees down and pull those stumps out. (Howard)
How would they pull out the stumps? (George)

They had some type of mechanism, that would dig around the stump and pop it out of
there. That experience only goes back 60 years fram now. This is my own experience
I've had in this coammunity but it has been a rich one. Even when these men would
cane together for such a project, the women was right there, preparing the meals

for them. If we were doing this for you, you didn't have to furnish all the food.
The families of the neighborhood, it would just be a togetherness pro,ject/ and it was
a wanderful experience. (Howard)

Speaking of the cammunity, was there one or two people who were coammunity leaders.
You're today recognized as me of the community leaders if not the community leader.
Was there scmeone else during your youth, whose shoes you are now filling? (George)

I can't say that I'm filling his shoes. In my life time, or not too many years hence
a remarkable man, I'd say a great leader and person who had far reaching vision and
pursued what he thought was best, and the best ways to fulfill those needs in the
camunity, was Prof. N.E. Clark. This is the Mr. Clark that I referred you to for more
history} HKis father, I would say he was a great leader of the community. {Howard)

What were same of things that he did or was involved in? (George)

Well, me of the great things that has always stayed with me quite a bit was back & bit
before my time and during my childhood days, The black schooling wasn't the best

of schooling, to be nice about it. You ha‘é alot of shortcamnings, alot of ways of
being undercut. He tock the leadership and seen that better schools and better schooling
was brought not anly to this community but to the whole county of Montgamery for the
black children. I think he did a remarkable Job. He along with the people that he
chose and the mes that volunteered to work along with him in bringing about scame of
the channels that were opened for the schools to be such as they are today. He almg
with others went to wark on getting black high schools in the county. As you are aware,
if the black family had means encugh to send their children to high schools, they would
have to send them either to Waeshingtan or Baltimore to get schooling. So they worked
quite hard to build their high school in Rockville. There was alot of hard werk they
had to do, alot of sacrificing the Black people of the community had to make.
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Was there alot of opposition on the part of the County? (George)

There were cppositions and there were injustices. I can recall reading the history of
the Black schools in Montgamery County in the 1870s I believe up until 1961)where in
arder foar the Black cammunities to get certain funds or certain needs for the school
they had to come up with certain amounts of meney,then the County or the Board of
Education wculd came up with certain amocunts, and the State would have certain amounts
of,ro;r‘:o'fcol— When it was to be spent, generally what the momey was to be spent for
alct of times, it wasn't. Ofccurse the schools wauld have needs, and the money to be
appropriated foar these needs, it was never totally dispersed to meet these needs. At
the end of the year when they would be balancing out the year and whether there was
a deficit or savings, there wes always a savings fram the Black schools. That mcney
was never really spent for the need of the school. It has been a tough way for the
Black schools in the County up until in the 50s when immigration had been given. (Howard)
mige grotion sntergration
When did immigration came to the schools in this area of Montganery County? (George)

In 195k, the decision was made. (Howard)
You went to High School in Rockville. How did you get down there? (GCeorge)

That's interesting. When I started High School in 1932, the County didn't furnish the
Black high school a bus, although, black property-wnelb"taxes went to buy buses for

the County, but the buses only transported the white children. So, Mr. Clark and his
camittee had to buy a bus, or several buses, because they were busing kids in fram the
different points of the County to the school in Rockville, and they bought buses f{ram
sane bus campany in Baltimare,as I gathered frau the histcary of the Black schools that
Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Brown got together. They bought these buses fran them because there
were several individuals who owned buses too. They rented these buses then fram them
to transpart us to school. I started along with the youngsters of my age, offjcourse I
found that it was 35 a mon th to ride that bus not Just from here to Rockville, we
wald have to leave here go to Barnesville, pick up the Black kids in Barnesville, back
down into Peach Tree on down into Seneca, Quince Crchard on out through Gaithersburg,
up into Laytonsville, back down through Emory Grove, end then into ﬁg‘gkville to get to
school. We had to be at sichool by nine o'clock so it meant we left,under the stars

and had to take the same route back so we got back hame under the stars. Mr. Clarks

son drove the first bus I rode. He was a student at the school at the time, he was able
to drive and transport us.{(Howard)

What was his name ? (Gecarge)

Millard E. Clark, he drove the bus. After he graduated, and had taken an a job, the bus
would have to cane fram down county up to pick us up and carry us through that route.
Here in Jerusalem we had to walk that whole mile to route 28 and stand and wait for
that bus. Plenty of mornings we left here and the moom was shining pretty and bright,
stand out there for mayve 1/2 hour in the cold waiting for the bus to come. Then you
would ride the bus with no heat, till you got to Rockville and the same thing back
every night. So I would say the Black kids had had a pretty rugged life in that day
to get the little education that we could acquire at that time. (Howard)
weren'f

Your family was able to be without you fa a whole day, was&there cther families who had
the son around the house to vork on the farm? (George)

- . -}Luu,()\"’
That was before my time, my older brothers had to do that, but that was befare any eert
of Black high schools. (Howard) '
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were
Even when there wes Black high schools, were there families who Just could nct be
without the labor of the son or daughter? (George)

It could of happened, I just dan't recall it. (Howard)
Most of the Black children of your age went to high school? (George)

Yes, my age group. Most of them who could go went to high school. There was aloct for
sane reasans couldn't go and didn't go. Those of us who could go did go. It was a
good experience but it was rugged. (Howard)

So.ud
When you were going through that kind of experience and You looked arocund you and &aq
Yhite kids who weren't going through that kind of experience, what were your feelings?
Gecrge)

You didn't feel too good. You knew that your tax dollars were being spent to support
schools of the County. Knowing that you were getting shortchanged, you really couldn't
rejaice over it. Racis. m and segregation were so rampa:and thdn,there really wasn't

much you could do about it at that time. It was just that bad. You could see tax
dollars ride right past your door)but you couldn't get any benefit out of it. You could
see it but you didn't benefit any fram it. So I would say the cendition of the Black
schools befare my time, or during my older brcthers and sisters time, down thraugh my
time was pretty deplorable. I would say the average person older than I, would say
really never gdfbut two or three momths of schooling per year, actually in school. This
is where they would have to be pulled out,say,about the latler part of February ar March
to go back on farms to wark. Then they had to work on those farms until maybe after
Ghristmas. So they could amly go to school January, February and maybe scme parts of
March. That was the limit of their education. So, it was a pretty unfair situation.
Pretty rugged and a bad situation, but through it all God has brought us this far, you
Just have to be thankful to God that right and righteousness will overcome wrmg and
evil. We're beginning to realize that evil and wroang dan't reign forever and this is
what we ggt to teach our kids today, that have the benefits of better education to take
advantage of it. We impress upon them greatly to do it. Up until recent years the Black
children really didn't have that much of an opportunity to advance as far I see some of
them are being able to advance today, fram the lack of opportunity they had to advance
with. So, all in all I guess you would have to credit the success to God. Give him the
credit for our being as successful as we are.
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MAP B

JERUSALEM COMMUNITY,

c. 1900-1925

12-16-L1

Key

DWELLINGS AND OUTBUILDINGS NOT DRAWN TO SCALE °
HSTD. = HOMESTEAD PROP. = PROPERTY

sooft

1. VWILIIAM RCcIDSCN =STD. 3.2 AC.
2. SARAH JOHNSON ISTD, 2.00 AC.
3. MILTON BARPER 30, 1.00 AC.
4. WILLIAM LYLES 3STD, 2.00 AC.

5. SUSAN PROCTOR =D, 1.00 iC.
6. FRANK DORSEY ESTD. 2.90 AC.
7. GEORGE DORSEY =STD. L.75 A&C.
8a. lst CLARKE 3OME (log) L.40 AC.

b. 2nd CLARKE SDME (‘rase)

9. JERUSALEM PARSOKAGE 1.50 AC.
10, JERUSALEM CHUACZ 0.50 AC.
1l. WILLIAM DORSEY 352D. 2.00 AC.
12. JAMES DORSEY 5S7D. 3.00 AC.
13a. VILLIAM MOCRE 3ISTD. ?.00 AC.

b. HARTLEY MOORE 3STD.
14, DAVID COPELAND SSTD. 2.00 AC.
15. BOBERT VILLIAMS 3ISTD. 3.75 AC.

16, WALLACE HAMILTON BSTD. 2.50 AC.
17. DENNIS HAMILION BSTD. 9.66 £C.
18, CHARLES McPYERSON BSTD. 11.00 AC.
19. LIZZIE GRIMES 3STD. 4,00 AC.
20. GEORGE LYLES EETD. 3.00 AC.
21, JOHN BARPER BSTD. 1.00 AC.
22. JOHN HALLMAN ESTD, 10.00 AC.
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And ‘Concern for One Another

By George McDaniel

Spectal to The Washington Post

She was quite an articulate woman,
exacting in her dress and a strict disci-
plinarian.

“It wasn’t ‘I'll do it later.’ You did it
now,” recalls Howard Lyles of his
grandmother, Virginia Robinson, who
lived in the Jerusalem community in
Montgoxgery County. Like many black
women born during slavery, Mrs. Rob-
inson retained a strong sense of self,
despite the rigors of bondage. Lyles’
maternal grandfather, William Robin-
son, had worked as a slave on the Mil-
ford farm near Poolesville, and after
he was freed he eventually bought five
acres from the Milfords. Other former
slaves purchased land nearby and to-
gether their adjacent tracts formed
the community named Jerusalem.

Deep religious faith and “close con-
cern for one another” were the values

of the old community that he would es-

pecially like to see continued into the
future, Lyles says. “What they had
been through (as slaves) drew them
closer to God. In those days the church
was the gathering point. And in raising
their families, especially on Sunday
mornings, they had family prayer to-
gether.”

That togetherness extended into the
community, says Lyles. “If you had
someone in your household sick, and
needed constant care, that care was
there day and night.” The community
pitched in to help a neighbor. “The
men would grub up wild underbrush
and work that land so it would pro-
duce crops. The women were right
there too, preparing the meals for
them. It was a togetherness project.”

Lyles recalls that while his father
was a farm laborer and brought home
little cash, he was a “good provider.”
Families in rural black communities in
Maryland strove towards self suffi-
ciency by raising much of their own
food and by bartering with other fami-
lies and with stores.

But Lyles is too realistic to wax nos-
talgic for the past. He notes that educa-
tional opportunities for black children
were “pretty deplorable.” Though
black property owners paid county
taxes, there was no high school for Ne-
groes in the county until 1928 and

county school buses transported only

white children. Here, as elsewhere in
the state, blacks have a different, and
important, perspective on busing.

During his youth, there was in the
community “a great leader, Noah E.
Clarke,” who set an example in leader-

ship for Lyles. Clarke pressured the
county into establishing a high school
for black students, worked for more
equitable school fundmg and organ-
ized families in black communities to
buy and maintain their own school
buses.

Today Lyles is recognized as the
community leader in Jerusalem and
elsewhere in the county. As one eld-

-

Photograph courtesy of Anne Lewh
Virginia Robinson, one of the founders of Jerusalem.

erly widow asked: “What would we do
without Howard Lyles?” Just as he has
learned from his predecessors, there
are signs that younger people have
learned from him and that they will
come forth to answer that elderly
lady’s question.

Mr. McDaniel is studying black his-

tory in western Montgomery County
for Sugarloaf Regional Trails.



