M: 17-41-16 c., 1873-1885
Patrick and Ameilia Hebron House(site)

Poolesville Vicinity

Private

This two story, frame house was built by one of the
early patriarchs of the Black community of Sugarland, Patrick
Hebron. It contained two rooms down and two up. The owner
shared his property with his brothers, making the farmstead into
a coonerative family venture.,
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I copied (with slides) the photographs of Patrick Hebron and
his wife Amelia Coates Hebron. They are the grandparents of Bessie Hebron
Lee, wife of Tilghman Lee. Her parents were Robert and Selena Hebron.

According to Tilghman Lee, Patrick Hebron's dwelling was a frame
house with two stories., It s plan was two rooms up and two down with
an attic that was not tall enough to stand in. (It was used for storage
only). There were two doors leading into the house with a door leading
into each room, There was also a window for each room in the front length,
In the upstairs there also were two windows, one for each room,

The stairway divided the two rooms downstairs. There were no
fireplaces, the rooms being heated by wood stoves piped into a brick flue
on each gable end. The rooms were plastered and were whitewashed on the
interior, because paint was scarce in the time when Lee was young in
1890°'s.,

Mrs., Bessie Hebron Lee was raised in this house. Both her parents
and her grandparents livel together, She said that Patrick Hebron and
his son (Robert) farmed together and rented fields from different farmers,
They grew corn and wheat, and made some hay. They sold their goods to
a dealer directly from the farm, and this dealer would in turn sell it to
companies or warehouses in the county or send it directly down the canal
to Washingtan.

Bessie and Tilghman Lee both recall details about the life withi
this house and the use of the rooms by the family. The two rooms down-
stairs were used as the kitchen and the living room, not as sleeping
quarters. The upstairs had two bedrooms. Though memories are not clear,
they think that the grandparents had one room, and Bessie's parents and
the children shared the other, In large families in which parents and
children shared the same room, the parents would sometimes suspend a
blanket around their bed to create a measure of privacy. In this house
the upstairs was heated by a wood stove,

The Lees remember the yard and outbuildings around the house. There
were two hen houses, a meat house, two corn houses joined by an open shed
between them where the wagon was kept, and a barn for the animals (horses
and dairy cows). There was also an outside toilet, a spring house at the
spring, and pig pens. There were this type of outbuildings around most
houses at Sugarland.

Mote: Interview with Tilghman Lee
Sugarland Lane
Poolesville Vicinity
301-972-8454
By George “‘cDaniel

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house and the oral history associated with it reveals the
way of life of Black landowning families in Sugarland and by implica-
tion in other communities as well near the turn of the 19th century
in rural Maryland., Further interviews ought to be taped with the
Lees to record to give more depth to this preliminary survey.

The U,S. Census for 1870 for liontgomery County lists a Patrick
Hebron (age 48) with wife Eliza (age 40) and with children: lMary
(age 20), Anna (age 9/12) and Rachel (age 13). Tilghman Lee does
not recognize this Hebron family. In the U,S, Census for 1880, another
Patrick Hebron (age 40) is listed with wife (name illegible to Research
Assistant) and with children illiam (age 11), Robert (age 2), Tilghman
(age 5) and lary (aze 1), Tilghman Lee recalls that the wife of his
zrandfather-in-law (Patrict Hebron) was named Amelia (not Tliza) and
that three of the children were named,Robert, Tilghman, and Fary,
On the hasis of this, it is reasonably certain that the Hebron family
of the 1880 census is the one at Sugarland., The occupation of Patrick
Hebron was given as "Servant--works on farm for Frederick Dawson';
his wife was listed as '"cook'", Combining income from these two
occupations probably enabled them to build this larger house with
heating downstairs and upstairs., Lee's ability to differentiate
between the two Hebron families in the census underscores the value
of oral informants,

The deed EBP 9/455 shows that Patrick Hebron purchased 4 acres
from A, Pleasants '/ebb and Catherine Vebb in 1871, Two years later
in 1873 he purchased more land from them (EBP 12/121). The deed does
not specify the exact acreage, saying only that is "part of a tract of
land called Sugarland Forest'. Since he purchased his property in
the early 1870's, Patrick Hebron was one of the first of the Black
landowners in the Sugarland community,

S.ee pnotographs for copies of family photograph of him and his wife

Amelia, -~ - N

’

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/ TITLE
George W, YcD3niel, Surveyor lVesley Stutbs, Research Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails July 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 Stronghold 226-45190
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson ‘tarvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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