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_John Adams House (Sitq c.1884
oolesville Vieinity ¢.1890-95
Private

This two story, frame house replaced an earlier, one story log
house and was representative of the larger frame houses built by
Black landowners in Montgomery County near the turn of the century.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tilghman Lee says that this house was located on the north
side of Sugarland Lane at the end of a farm lane that led from
the road. It was frame, had two rooms down and two up. Its facade
faced the west and had a door and a window. On tienorth gable end
was another door that led to the outside and the outbuildings
beyond the house. In the back length (east) there were two windows,
one for each room. There was no opening in the south gable end.
The two rooms were used as the living room and kitchen downstairs,
as was tyvpical, and the upstairs had two bedrooms. A brick stove
flue for wood stoves ascended through the middle of the house
and served the stoves in each room downstairs.

Lee adds that this frame house may have been built after
an earlier log house, that would have been built when Adams
purchased the property in 1884,

He also described John Adams as perhaps having been born
during slavery, but he did not grow up under slavery like his
father, Samuel Lee, Joe Curtis, William Taylor and others,

Note: Interview with Tilghman Lee
Sugariahd Lane
Poolesville Vicinity
301-972-8454
July, 1978
By George McDaniel
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Black History

SPECIFIC DATES BL,JILDER/ARCHITjCT

c, 1884 C "1p90-P)s
4

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two story, frame house that Adam s built after the earlier log
house was representative of those built by Black landowners in Montgomery
County near the turn of the century. The transition in housing that
" Tilghman Lee describes for this site exemplies the changes in that
perilod after the Civil War as Blacks acquired land.

The U.S. Census of 1880 for Montgomery County lists John Adams
(age 36, therefore born in 1844) with wife Julia (born in 1845). Their
children are:
Basil (age 15), (work on farm, occupation).
John Quincy, 8
Florence, 4 at home
William, 2

dams' occupation 1s given as "work on farm". His birthplace was
Kentucky, and his wife Julia was from Maryland. Tilgham Lee confirms
that Adams' first wife was named Julia, and he adds that he had a second
wife named Annie.

According to deed JA 36/395, John Adams purchased this tract from
Augustus Webb in 1884. The tract consisted of 18 acres, and the present
tract owned by the Sykes (the current owners) is only 2.46 acres of that
larger farm owned by Adams. His holding was one of the largest of the
Black landowners in Sugarland.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[E1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
George W. McDaniel, Surveyor Wesley Stubbs, Research Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails July, 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 926-4510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

SUGARLOAF REGIONAL TRAILS
Box 87, Stronghold
Dickerson, Md. 20753
(301) 926-451Q
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27. SAMUEL LEE HSTD. £.00 AC.
28. LEVI HALL HSTD. 10.00 AC.
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