M: 17-40
ACHS SUMMARY FORM

l. Name Dawson House

Planning Area/Site Number 17/%0 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 13
' A-9
L. Address sugarland Road, Seneca

5. Classification Summary

Category building
Ovnership private

Public Acquisition N.A,
Status unoccupied
Accessible no

Present use Other (vacant)

Previous Survey Recording }M-NCPPC Federal State County X Local
Historic Sites Survey 1976

6. Date 1808 7. Original Owner Robert Doyne Dawson
8. Apparent Condition

a._ _Ruins Ce___Original Site

b._Unaltered

9. Description: This five bay, two and a half story seneca sandstone house is
in ruins., 1t faces north on Sugarland Road. Constructed of uncoursed sand-
" tone with corner quoins, the windows, de-+s, and gable roof have been removed.
le window and door openings have stone sills and lintels. Two small windows
flank the interior east and west gable end chimneys,

10. Significance: This handsome shell of 1 building has been continuously in
the possession of one family since 'its erection in 1808. Captain Robert Doyne
Dawson, a veteran of the " Revolutionary War, built the house and enlarged upon

. his estate until he owned some 775 acres in the area around Dry Seneca Creek.
When he died in 182%, his lands were divided among his four sons, George,
Benoni, Thomas, and Joseph who continued to farm thé land and to engage in
milling. One of them was active in government,; George Washington Dawson
represented the area in the State legislature, and held the offices of trustee
of public schools, trustee of the poor, Justice, collector of taxes for the
5th district and State assessor for Hontgomery County.

By 1875 a new house had been constructed north of the "Dawson House"
for Frederick A, Dawson, son of Dr. Benoni Dawson. Frederick and his sisters
deeded their land to their nephew, Lewis P, Allnutt, in 1910 and the broperty
has remained in the Allnutt line of the Dawson family since.

11. Date researched and researcher Fall 1978 Mark Walston
Candy Reed - Architectural Description
12 Jompiler gail Rothrock 13. Date Compiled 12/78 14. Designation
Approval
15. Acreage: 102.5 acres
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MAGT#

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BINAME

HISTORIC Dawson House

AND/OR COMMON

'BALOCATION
““T%@B%““ Sugarland Road ]
CITY. TOWN 7 CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Seneca — VICINITY OF 8
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Montgomery
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
;D|STR|CT ’_PUBLIC —_OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __ MUSEUM
L BUILDINGI(S) .&_PRIVATE XUNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL ___PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __INPROCESS —_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
_.BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRIC.ZD __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
XnNo __MILITARY JotverVacant
PN OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
. Lewis P. Allnutt III Telephone #: 869-1687
STREET & NUMBER
15200 Sugarland Road Maryland, 20837
CITY. TOWN sTaTe,, z1p code
- Poolesville ___ VICINITY OF
EALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 4602
COURTHOUSE. Montgomery County Courthouse Folio #: 74
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC.
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE
Rockville Maryland
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
M=NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites
DATE
1976 __FEDERAL X_STATE XCOUNTY _ LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS Park Historian's Office

CITY. TOWN

Rockville

STATE

Maryland 20855




DESCRIPTION Mo T-40

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD X _Ruins __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This five bay, two and a half story, house is in ruins. It faces
north on Sugarland Road.

Built on stone foundations, this house is constructed of uncoursed
Seneca sandstone with corner quoins. The windows and doors have been
removed as has the gable roof. These openings all had stone lintels at
one time, although many are missing now. The interior end chimneys,
with brick stacks, are visible at the east and west gable ends. There
are two small windows at the gable ends flanking the chimney.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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A SIGNIFICANCE Moi7-40

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

-PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION AW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 XAGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _—ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —Music —_THEATER
Xi800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1808 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building, and the surrounding property, has been continuously
in the possession of one famlly since the house's erection. Captain
Robert Doyne Dawson, veteran of the Revolutionary ‘ar, is credited with
its construction in the year 1808. The house 1s situated on parts of
"Cole's Choice', "Addition to Cole's Choice”, "Long Looked For Come At
Last" and "Tunis' Purchase', obtained by Captain Dawson from William C.
Dawson. (Although the deed of conveyance is dated October 18, 1810,
this does not preclude the possibility of an earlier date of ownership,
nor does it refute the inscribed date stone upon the building.) The
acreage was expanded upon, through purchases and inheritance, until Robert
D. Dawson had accumulated some 775 acres in the area of Dry Seneca Creek.
Family tradition claims that Robert Doyne Dawson never lived in the house.
No substantive evidence has been uncovered to either corroborate or
discredit this situation.

Capt. Dawson died on August 13, 1824. His various heilrs-at-law then
petitioned the courts for an equitable division of the lands. Ruling
that "...the relative situation of the wood to the cleared ground and im=-
provements makes it impossible to divide (the) land into more than three
parts", the court-appointed commissioners proceeded to partition the pro-
perty into four lots, being

- The Widow's Dower (to Henrietta Dawson),
103 acres of "Conclusion" and "Long Looked For.."

- Lot 1, 149 acres of "Conclusion"”, Long Looked
For..." and "Tunis' Purchase”

- Lot 2, 149 acres of "Tunis' Purchase’, Long Looked
For...","Addition to Partnership”, "Cole's Choice",
and "Addition to Cole's Choice”

(These three lots were contiguous to each other, and formed the lands
immediately surroundinz the house.)

- Lot 3, lying in two separate pileces;
a) 178 acres of "Mother's Delight", "Addition
to Mother's Delight' and "Fair Prospect"
b) 198.5 acres of "The Resurvey on Silome"

(Lot 3 lies separate from the above. Lot 3a is the property inherited

bg Robert D, Dawson from hils father, Thomas Dawson, and contains the family
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY burial ground of Thomas Dawson

and his descendants.)?
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Montgomery County Land Records
Montgomery County Equity Records, and Orphan's Court Records
Original Records Book, Montgomery County Historical Soclety

Jane C., History of Dawsonville and Seneca. Unpublished. held at
MCHS.

Sween,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 102.5 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY Candy Reed - Architectural Descripticl
NAME / TITLE
Mark Walston 1978
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement. :

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: and Historij

21401

TRl

PsS- 1108



Continuation Sheet A

M: 17/40

DAWSON HOUSE

Beeinnine in 1830, Thomas Dawsen of Rebert, son
n“ Rebert Dewne Dawsen, becan accumulating the other heirs'
interests in their father's land, [3] e eventually seld
5t® Let 3 ‘n 1835 (reserving the right te the familvy oravew
vard), ané was thus left in nessession of Lets 1 and
(ineludine the widew's dewer),beine the land on whieh the sub=-
tect buildine 1s leeated,

Themas Dawsen of P died en Anril 15, 1852, and by
his 1ast will and testament, benueathed the nroperty to
his Srother Joseph i, Dawson, whe had heen the imnlied
comowner of the mrewartvy durineg Themas Dawsen's lifetime, [4]
ilevever, as Joserh Dawsen states in his will, composed on
Jever~ber 15, 1344,

ro

vivfhis devise and benuest tho' abselute

en 1tas faece and wiltheut coendlition Iin 1its

terms was umon the trust and eonfidenee that I
wenuld convev teo mv brather Neorge V1, Dawsen to
wvhert v sald brether Themas Dawsen was largely
Indebted, all that »art of a tract desisnated

as Let Me, 1, eentainine ab ut 200 aeres,,.

andé that bv serne 71t instrument I would ecnvevw

te the echildren of mv brether Dr, Deneni Dawson,
latelv deeceased, 211 the rest and residue o
sald let e, 1 and the w ole of Lot ey 244

the laznds 86 te be eonveved te the chilidren of =
b»ethe» Tenani Dnwsen te remain in my occunsncy
and nessessisn durine the term of my natural
127e and te ceme into the occupancy and PoOsSSw=
essioen of my said br»mither's children gt m
decease, [5]

“

)

C

-4

’,

Thus 1t ammears that while the varieus offsnrine of Rebert
Devne Dawson hed vested their interest in the nrorerty

te Theras Dawsen, there exlsted an unwritten agreenent

6of ommornershin ameanc the several Dawsen brezihers, TtThis
situatier is relterated b a wnassaze written bv Teerce

-

"7y Dawson en Tebruary 13, 1871, in whieh he states that

vsaor neerly forty vwears before the de
rv brether Tmesenh [areurnd the wear 18097 we
tncether teintlvy encaced In Farming and nmil .
il1g death terminated our nartnershin, and unwilling
at three scere and ter te cormence as it were the
werld anev, I s6ld my farm te mv nephew [Irederick
A, Davsen] and make mv heme with him, (6]

feorpe Vashineten Dawssn was bern In 1759, and,

like manv of the Dawsen brethe»s, never married, ile

renresented the area !n the State leclslature and held the
Tfices o7 trustee ef mublliec schenls, trustee of the noor,



Continuation Sheet B M: 17/40

DAWSON HOUSE

TJustlce, collector o7 taxes for the 5th distrlet and State
assesser Ter "entesmerv Ceuntv, [7]

“rederieck A, Daws~on, sen of Dr, Benen! Dawson, next
took mossessioen of the farmstead, livins with his uncle
until the death of Geewrse W, Dawson in 1375, Bv this
tirme, hewever, a new house had been constructed upon the
nromnartr, nerth of the subleect bullding, and it was this
strusture that was eccuried bv “rederick Dawseon, (I resumably
the mslder Dawsen heuse eoentinued te be sccuried,) The
bachelor  Deswsen lived with his sisters Susan and Adelaide
Dawsen, te whem, beine indebted for the sum of $8,000,
he emnveved on Amril 10, 1500, a partial interest in the
nrenarty whiech he "wurchz2sed frem the heirs of the late
Benenl Dawsen and Geerge W, Dawsen", [3] Hewever, bv his
will, “rederick A, Dawson devised 211 his interest in
the mrerertv to his nemwhew Lewils P, Allnutt, and he desired
that his sisters ",,.whe ewn the other interests in,.,.
the land will at thelr decease cive the same te osur nenhew
Lewis, whem we have ralsed as our child,"” [9] Frederick
Dawsen diled in 19373 his sister Susan Daws»n in 19500}
and Adelaide Dawsen in 1910, And, en December 20,

1910, the various Dawsen heirs cembined te convey the
undevised nortien of Frederieck A, Dawsen's land heldings
te Lewis P, Allnutt, [10] The prepvertv has remained in
the Allnutt line of the Dawson familvy since,

NOTES

T. Deed P/168, Menteemerv Countv Land Records

2, Judgment BS 1/433, Mentgemery Coeunt Equity Recerds

1111 D/434, lenteemerv Coeuntv Orphan's Ceurt Reecords

Deed BS 7/403, !Mentgerme—v Ceuntv Land Recerds

Deeds BS 4/163,212,279,421,522, lent,Ce, Land Rdcerds

W11l WTefR 2/31, lMenteemery Ceunty Ornhan's Court Records
Verteage BS 10/333, llentgomerv Ceuntv Land Records

U111 JWS 1/295, HMenteemery Ceunty Orphan's Ceurt Reereds
Jueted in J,C,Sween, Histery of Dawsenville and Seneca ,p, 47
ibid;,lec,cit,, Oricinal Reecords Reek, lent, Co, Hist, Seclety
Deed 13T/73%3, 'ente~ erv Countv Land Recerds

S, 111 HCA 4/428, Mentermerv County Orphan's Ceurt Recerds

10, Deed T45/223, l"entgemerv Ceunty Land Recerds
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MARYILAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORX

NOMINATION FORM
for the

SHEET

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

F1. NAME

COMMON:

ANMO/OR HISTORIC:

Robert Dawson House

f2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Sugarland Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Poolesville

STATE COUNTY:

Maryland

[3. CLASSIFICATION I o

Montgomery

CATEGORY

OWNERSHIP
(Check One)

STATUS

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

{J Public

# Private

{7 Bosh

Public Acguisition:
[ In Process
{0 Being Censidered

[ Diswrier A Buiiding
O sire O Structure
{31 Object

CTIONS

[[J Occupied
W Unoccupied

] Preservotion work
in progress

Yes:
] Restricted
1 Unrestricted

g No

PRESENT USE (Check One ar More as Appropriate)

3 Agricultural {J Park
O Commaerciol {3 Private Residence
O Educetional {3 Religious

{J Governmant
{3 Industrial

O Military

{7 Tronspartation

(Othnr (Specity)

Ruins

{J Commonts

1 Entertainment [0 Museum {1 Scientific

4. O®NER OF PROPERTY

INSTR

CANER'S N AME:

Lewis Allnutt

STREET AND NUMBER:

Sugarland Road

SEE

CiITY OR TOWN:

____Poolesville

STATE:

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Maryland

304

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEQDRS, ETC:

Montgomery County Courthouse

LA

STREET ANO NUMBER:

—
CITY OR TOWN:

Rockville

STATE

Maryland

Ezgltle Reference of Current Deed (EQO’ & Pa,

£) 3

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF sURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey

PP

DavY
€ oF suRuEY 936 3K Federal {1 State
DQFOIIYOﬁY FOR BURVEY RECORODS:

[ County 0

Local

v

sr—Libra
- P v ALy of Congress

b 10 Rirgt Streant OF

FITY OR TOwWN;

STATE:

L
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- i . B (Check Cne)
‘ - J.:T, M ‘. ;A »od {3 Feir ] Dsterioroted KRUM: 1] ‘Unaxpared
i . . ne) (Check One)
i ; ~ mriwrmn {J Unclrerad ] Maved K Original Site
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—_— M -
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSIC AL APPEARANCE

Tl .- is a ruined, two story structure with a

w27 'north) facade. The doorway is in the
rcenter bay.. At either end are flush gable, brick
chimneys. The building is laid up in uncoursed sandstone
wiilh cut quioining blocks. The door and window heads
on the first floor are segmentally arched and on the
second floor, flat arched. They are made up of cut
sandstone blocks.

The bankbarn, across the road from the house, was

built in 1¥77. It measures 40' x 60°'.

- m——
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SGRIFICANCE

}
1

PERICD (Cheock One or Mcre ea Appropriate)
"] Pre-Columbion ] 16th Century (T3 18th Century {71 20th Century

[ 15th Contury {0 17th Century #3 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (7f Appliceble and Known) 180 8

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More @2 Appropriete)
3 Urben Plenning

Abor iginal [ Educotion [ Politice!
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi. [ Other (specity)
O Histeric ’ [ Industry lasaphy

[ Agricvlture {1 Inventian [ Science

[ Architecture [ Londscape [ Seulpture

O Arr Acrchitecture [ Secial/Human-

[0 Commerce O Literature itarian

] Communications [ Militery [ Theater

[ ] Con;.:va'ian [J Music [0 Transpartaetian

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house was built by Robert Doring Dawson.
There was a log house, older than the stone house,
across the road; it was torn down some years ago.

It was two stories with external chimneys.

P~ TIR



F?- HAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES C e R )
[10. GEQGRAPHICAL DATA R = ]
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COOROINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES :
OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER * LATITUDE LONGITUOE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Saconds
NW o » - ) . - [+] » - o » -
NE (-] . - o ’ -
SE o » - o . -
SwW o . . ° » -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
‘Acreage Justification:
i
i
[11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:
Christopher Owens, Park Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
M~NCPPC 20 May 74
STREET AND NUMBER:
8787 Georgia Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Silver Spring Marvland
12, . . ) .
~;JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Onlv)
Significance of this property is:
National {T] State () Local ([
Signature
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M: 17-40
Dawson House (Allnutt House)
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