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artinsburg School c. 1836
martinsburg, Maryland

Private

This small building was the one room school house that served the
Black children from grades one through five in the Martinsburg community,
possibly as early as 1376. Though no longer in use as a school, it retains
its community purpose by serving as a center for the nearby church, where
many of the former students are members. Oral histories of this school
from both students and former teachers constitute a rich resource for the
history of public school education in Maryland.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small one svory school faces south towards . hite's Ferry Road,
It stands about ten yards north of the road, about fifteen yards west of
the ‘Yarren M,E. Church, and thlruj yards south of the abandonned Love and
Charluj Lodge. Because of these buildings, this site was the heart of the
Martinsburg community.

The roof-line of the school runs north- south, anda the front door is
placed in the center of the south gable end. The original block is three

ays in depth, anc one bay in width. The facade has a cinder plock pnlat-

form in front of it and a small shed roof over the Qoor added by Lenuel
Graham from lMartinsburg, a carpenter who has also added cabincts and 0uner
fixtures inside the building. The fronw door and trim were also added
Grahar.

The frame of the building is covered with German siding with trim
boards at each corner. They are painted wnhite. The eaves have been

C)

y

nicely “oxed with beal2d boards “Fhe cornices in the facade carricd
strong returns, which lent a modest Greek Revival aooearance to the facade.
411 of this subtly incdicates the value that the 18th century community
gave to education.

Along the length of the building are three bays, each with window
openings carrying double hung sashes with two over tuo vanes. To ths r

of the building has been attached a snaller one room frame addition. To the
viestern side of the school has been added a cinder block section that
extends almost the entire length of the original section. From the center
o the original block ascends a brick stove flue.

Both the walls and the ceil 1ng of the interior have been plastered.
Lemuel Graham remembers that it as plastered in this way hern he attended
here in the early 1900's, and tnat the interior was heated by a pot-bellied
wood stove.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Black History

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

c. 18856
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This one roon school house vas one of the 1lmportant centers of the
Martinsours community. Though no longer used as a school, 1t row belongs
to viarren :.EZ, Church and 1s used as a church cente;)where nany of its
sormes stucents soill
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actena,
nistory of the school, 1t is
1T cduring this preliminay survey,

carries no Zeed in 1ts ovn name. It stands on land
Trustees of .arren 1.2, Church in 1370 and nmay have been built
thereafiter. Research of education records may shed more light.

sany of the older citizens of iMartinsburg, such as Lemuel Graham,
.ere ¢cucabted here; and some, such as Zvelyn Herbert, (along vilth her
mother earlier) taught here. Accordng to Graham, the studerts sat m
long benches on either side of an aisle. There were about 40 students in
the school and grades onethrough five were taught. Teaching aaterials
were few., In addition to arithmetic books, primers were used to teach
readlng and spelling. Since there was only one teacher, the older and
advaiced stvuadents often taught the younger ones, while the teacher was
instructing others. Thus there were classes within classes, and students
viere made to feel and act responsibly towards thelr work and that of others.
One of the most important lessons they learned was cooperation. A slate
blackboard for the teacher, filled the north wall, Graham recalled, while
each student had his/her own smaller slate board and slate pencil at their
seat. The interior was 1it, Graham said, by kerosene lamps.

There 1s not a school house shown on this site in G.}. Hopkins' Atlas
of tontzomery County in 1879. Since Hopkins omitted the Black churches
in Hartinsburg and Sugarland, and the school in Sugarland, it is possible
that he omivtecd this too. Illost likely 1t 1s contemporary to the lanc
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Land Records of Montgomery County, County Courthouse, Rockvlille, Md.
Deed: EBP 15/10
Hopkins' 1879, Atlas of Montgomery County.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 acre

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY
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George Y. McDapiel, Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 8 /78

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 $256-4510

CITY OR TOWN ' STATE

Nieolkeorann 13 ‘r‘%"]?hﬂ

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

. SUGARLOAF RIC:ONAL TRALS
RETURN TO: Mar cal Trust Box 87, Strerznold

e, 21 State Circle . 5T
. Dickerson, Md. 2C753
Annapolis and 21401 (301) 926-4510
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