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Love and Charity Hall Coe
Martinsburg, Maryland 20753

Private

1914

This abandoned, two story frame building was once the meeting

nlace for members of the Love and Charityv Societv, a sick and

burial society that developed in Black communities in the

late 1800's. It was also a center for community activities as

well., This is one of the few that survive in Marvland,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This large, two storv frame structure 7as hbuilt as the meeting hall
for the members of the Love and Charity Society, a local and perhaps
tatewide sick and burial society, Today the building is no longer

used and serves onlv as a storage facility for cast-off itens,

The building is locatel hehind the ‘lartinshburg school., Its facade
is oriented toward the south in the direction of the school and
White's Terry Road. The axis of its gable roof runs south-north,
The structure is plain in appearance, hut is well pronortioned, The
south gable end serves as the facade, consists of two bhavs, and
contains double doors, nlaced in the center. They are topped with

a horizontal transom. The second floor carries two double hung sash
windows with rounded arches. lNear the neak of the gable end is a
souare window for the attic, the window of which is missing,

The building is three »ays in denth., The frame was sheathed with
weatherboards that are painted grayv-blue, Corner boards and window

and door trims accent the building and are painted white. The

cornices are boxed and carry short returns, A brick stove flue ascends
the inside of the east wall near the center of the length,

Since the building was locked, an investigation of the interior was
not possible. Views through the windows were obscured by the stuff
riled inside the building, so a description of its decorative
features was not possible.

According to Lemuel Graham, an 84 vear old oral infeormant from

“artinsburg, this building was constructed by a carpenter Scott Bell,

the same man who built the Warren “4.,E, Church in 1903, Bell also

constructed the St. Paul's Community Church in Sugarland. (His

great grandson, Raymond Bell, lives in Poolesville according to

Iemuel Graham and Tilghman Lee from Sugarland, and he ought to
contacted for further detaids about his ancestor's life as a
carpenter and the buildings he constructed.)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building was one of the principal institutions of the historical
Black community: the sick and burial insurance societies that
developed indigeneously in the communities so that the people could
care for their own in times of need, In addition to being a meeting
nlace for the societv members, the building was a center for the
communitv, a nlace where dramatical performances, lectures, and other
communityv activities took place., For more Aetails of this organi-
zation, members of the community such as Lemuel Graham, Evelyn Herbert,
and John Thompson ought to be consulted,

During the course of my survey of sites in southern Maryland, I located
the Love and Charity Hall in Abell, *d, Since they carried identical
names, it is most likely that thev were parts of the same statewide
organization, Historians of Black communties ought to further
investigate these sites to learn more of their develooment and their
role in the historical Balck community. This is especially important
now since these Elack self-help organizations have heen superseded by
modern, national financial institutions,and these earlier organizations
have been ahandoned, These two. vestiges remain, as perhans do written
records related to them, yritten records that would be important
documents to interpret their historvy.

Accordinjy to 5Sraham, this hall was constructed about four or five years

before he left to fight in World War I. This puts the date of
construction at 1213 or 1914,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

SUGARLOAF RZCGIUNAL TRAILS
RETURN TO: Mary Trust Box 87, Stronghold
The Shaw 21 State Circle Dickerson, id. 20753
Annapolig and 21401 (301) 926-4510
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