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ACHS SUMMARY FORI

Name Trundle Farm

Planning Area/Site Number 16/1 3. MNCPPC Atlas Reference Map 4
K-13
Address Martinsburg-Dickerson Road, Dickerson

Classification Summary

Category_ _ building

Ownership__private

Public Acquisition_n.s.

Status occupied

Accessible_ng

Present use private residence .

Previous Survey Recording_M-NCPPC Federal____State X County X Local__

Title and date: Historic Sites Survey 1976 )
Date 1818 - 1821 7. Original Owner Otho Trundle

. Apparent Condition

a. fair c. original site

b. altered

. Description: The Trundle farm is a complex of 4 buildings: the house & a

sandstone outbuilding are on the west side of the road; a bank barn & spring
house on the east. The house is 1% story, of log & frame (now covered by
novelty siding), built in sections over a period of years. The north room &
lean-to were earliest, of hand hewn timbers mortised together and held in
place by pinsj there 1s an exterior fireplace and a 43' deep cellar. There
have been several additions to the original house., There is a porch on the
east (front) facade. Near the house is a small sandstone outbuilding with
gable roof, Across Martinsburg Rd, is the sandstone & wood bankbarn, one of
the finest in the County. The center section of the west facade is recessed,
Sandstone quoins, windowsills, & lintels define the structure. A small
sandstone springhouse is located southeast of the barn.

Significance: This farm complex is important for its architecture & for its
associations with an early Montgomery County family. Otho Trundle purchased
238 acres of "Wilson's Bad Luck" and constructed his small log house here
before 1821. The magnificent stone bank barn was constructed a few years
later, vossibly by stonemasons employed by the C & O Canal Company. The
farm remained in the family until 1884, passing from one Trundle to another
through the courts rather than wills. 1In 1879, the Martinsburg-Dickerson
Road was surveyed, dividing the dwelling house from the barn.

Date researched and researcher June 1978 Mark Walston

CompilerEileen McGuckian 13. Date Compilled 1/79 14. Designation
Approval

1

(21

. Acreage 113.15 acres
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MARYLAMD HISTORICAL TRUST

MAGI#

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TINAME

HISTORIC
Trundle Farm

AND/OR COMMON
Wells Farm

FJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
MartinsburgeDickerson Road

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Dickerson —__ VICINITY OF g
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Maontgomery
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S] _PRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __INPROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
X NO __MILITARY __QTHER
EYOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Sidneyv D, Wells

Telephone #: (301)972-8330

STREET & NUMBEP.
Martinsburg=Dickerson Road

CITY. TOWN sTaTeE, z1p code
Dickerson ___ VICINITY OF Marvyland
IBLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber *:3610
COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Mont gomery County Courthouse

Folio #:191

STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN STATE
Rockville Maryland
n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

MNCP+PC Historical Site Inventory

DATE

__FEDERAL __STATE X_COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS 6700 Needwood Road

CITY. TOWN
Derwood

STATE
Maryland
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED XoRIGINAL SITE
—GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED DATE
ZeaR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Trundle Farm is a complex of four buildings built on
the east and west sides of Martinsburg Road: The house and a sandstone
outbuilding are on the west side of the road. A bank barn and spring
house are on the east side of the road.

The house is one-and-half story rectanglar structure of log and frame
construction, now covered by novelty siding. Built in sections over a
period of years, the north room (now living room) and lean-to (now bed
rooms) were apparently the earliest construction. Evidence suggests that
this was originally a two-bay log structure with a lean-to at the north
end, constructed of hand hewn timbers mortised together and held in place
by pins. Beneath this bedrock structure was a Y4 1/2’dcen csllar.in exterior
fireplace was located on the south wall of the structure. Later a room to
the south (now dining room) was added and another room, to the west. The
west room was used as a kitchen until 1939 when the owners tore it down
and added a bay window to take advantage of the view to the west. A third
room, added on the south side of the diningroom was added to accommodate a
kitchen. At that time the present owners covered the original chimney
stack with bricks and constructed a new fireplace for the dining room. The
house has a gable roof with raised seam metal covering.

A porch extends across the east (front) elevation and covers the
living and dining rooms. The porch has poured concrete foundations and s
five square wooden posts which support the flat roof of the porch. The
second floor windows are paned two over two light casement windows. The
first floor and north lean-to windows are six over six double hung windows.
A lean-to addition has recently been added to the south end of the house
adjacent to the kitchen. The length of the house from the kitchen to the
north lean-to addition is 6L4'&%n,

To the southwest of the house, a short distance away, is a small sand-
stone outbuilding with a gable roof. The original use of this one room
structure is not certain. In the southeast corner are two diagonal shelves
constructed of stone and structurally fit into the walls of the building.

Across Martinsburg Road and to the south is the sandstone and wood
bankbarn. This structure was constructed to make the best advantage of its
site on the slope of a north-south running hillside. The upper floor is
accessible from the road (west) and affords bulk storage of hay and straw.
The lower level is accessible from the lower fields (east) and provides
efficient stable space for farm livestock. On the west side there are two.
flanking sandstone bays which project forward, the center section is re-
cessed. In this section are two gigantic paired wooden doors which extend
the full height of the west facade and are supported by stop hinges. In
the northwest door a smaller, man-sized door has been cut to permit easy
access to the barn. The gable roof has a steeper pitch on the east side
and the roof is covered entirely by corrugated tin. On the east side the
upper floor of the barn is cantilevered out and includes a wooden forebay
between the stone end walls. Beneath the forebay is a row of stalls for
farm livestock.

The stone and wood work of this barn are noteworthy. Sandstone gqu s
and windowsills and lintels define the structure. Ventilator windows
provide ventilation for hay stored in the barn.

VIINUE ORI T T HERESSARY

A small sandstone springhouse is located southeast of the barn.
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —__COMMUNITY PLANNING — LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _—_CONSERVATION — LAW __SCIENCE
__1500-1599 &AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE _ EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—.1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING —.MuUsIC — THEATER
_N800-1899 —COMMERCE X_EXPLORAT!ON/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—.1900- —.COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1818-1821 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From the vear 1816 through the year 1818, Otho Trundle pur=
chased six separate vet contiguous parcels of "Wilson's Bad Luck",
with the combined lots enumerated at 238 acres, more or less,

These lands, bounded on the west by the Poirmz: Rlver, fermed the
majority of Otho Trundle's holdin=—s, and it was upon this portion
of "Wilson's Bad Luck" that Otho Trundle constructed the log
north end of the existing building, sometime before hils death in
1821, 1]

Trundle having died intestate, his heirs petitioned
the Montgemery Countv court system to produce an equitable division
of the nropertv, William Trundle, exerclsing the right of pri=-
ogeniture, elected to take the whole of the real estate, By
che time of the final decree of the court in 1830, the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal had been constructed through the western portions
of the Trundle holdings, [2]

William Trundle died intestate on November 9, 1835, and his
children again reverted to the courts for a partitioning of thelr
father's propertv that would be Jjust to all parties entitled, This
time, William H, Trundle, being the eldest son of William Trundle,
chose as his share the family homestead, now reduced slightly to approxi-
mately 235 acres,. The court-commissioned surveyance of the
nronertv, taken on November 11, 1853, provides the earliest verbal
descript{on of the buildings standing upon the Trundle farm, These
improvements consisted of}

v1+2 dwelling house, barn, and corn house, The
dwelling house is indifferent, the barn is of
stone but somewhat out of repair [and] the fencing
is verv indifferent, [3]

The magnificent stone bank barn, one of the few left standing in
Montgomery Countv, and the corn house appear to have been cone=
structed during William Trundle's ownership of the homestead, ca, 1830,

Willdam H, Trundle died intestate (apparently a family tradition)
sometime around 1860, and, in 1865, the various heirs sold thelr
interest in the land to WIlliam H, Trundle's brother, James 0.
Trundle, [4] During his holding of the Trundle homestead, the

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



M-
‘MAi UOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Montgomerv County Land Records
Montgomery Countv Equlty Records

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FLJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
113,15 acres

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[§1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Mark Walston
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Tralls 6/1/78
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
P.O. Box 87, Stronghold (301)926=4510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PsS- 1108



Trundle Farm My 16/1

MAGI#
Significance, continued

present MartinsburgeDickerson Road was surveyed, on September
26, 1879, Passing the road between the dwelling house and
barn of James 0O, Trundle was believed by the road commissioners
".vito be the most practicable route", and the division of
Trundle's land in such a manner was done ",,,wilth his full
consent, saying he would not attempt to defeat the road on
that ground," [5] What appears to be the small stone spring
house situated southeast of the barn is depicted on the 1879
road »nlat,

On Marech 29, 1884, James O, Trundle sold the 235 acres of
"J11son's Bad Luck" to Frederick Miller, thus releasing the
0ld homestead from the Trundle family's ownership, The farm
then nassed through zeveral hHaznds until 113,15 of the original
acres came into the vossession of the Wells family on September
18, 1950, [6], where it has remained ever since,

1, Deeds, T/319,320 U/160,161,337,339 Montcpmery County
_and Records
2, Judgment BS 2/322, Montgomery County Equity Records
3. ibid,, JGH 1/360
L, Deed EBP 2/333, Montgomery County Land Records
5. Boad,Plat,; EBP 36/270,Mcntgomery County Land Records
6, Deeds 1445/313- Sepnt, 18, 1950, T.W.Marshall to Sid, Wells
3610/191= March 6, 1967, Sid, Wells to Sid, Wells,III
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MARYLAND HISTORICAT, TKIIST WORKSHELT
NOMINATION FORM
for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTCRIC PLACES, HNATIOKAL PRRKS SERVICRE
[ ~ v . ]
CONADN:
Wells House
AND/ OR HISTOSUC:
f2. LocaTION B
STHRITDY AMND MUMIER:
Martinsburg Road
_CFFY Qft TOVYN:
Dickerson
STATE vCOUNTY'
barylap Montgomery
[3. cLassiFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIF STATUS ACCESSILLE
(Chock One) TO THE FUBLIC
™1 District {73 Building ] Public Public Acquisition: 7] Occupied Yes:
[ Site {1 Structure r:)l Private [ In Precess (] Unoceupied {3 Restrictad
] Object ] Both ] Being Considered [ Preservation work 1';] Unrestricted
in progress L‘ Ne
PRESTUNT USE (Check Gie or More as Appropriale)
D Agr\f‘nhv-rn! (::\ Goavaramant M1 Parl B T___d'_“ fotlen DC:__ ..... -
[ Cemmercial [ Industrici o3 Privete Residunce {7 CGrher (Specify) —_ .
[ Educotional ] Military [ Religious SN . e
[C] Enterteinmant ] Museum [ Scientific e
!_4. O R OF PROPERTY 7
¢ OWIHIER'S NAME
Sid Wells
STREET AND NUMBER:
Martinsburg Road
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Dickerson Maryland
{@ LOCATION OF lLbAL““SL“H’NOV
COURTHOUSE., REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: -
Montgomery County Courthouse
STREET ANO NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Rockville Maryland
Pitle Reference of Curxent Deed (Book & Pg. #):
[67 RCPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: -
Historic Sites in the Bi-County Region
DATE OF SURVEY; 1969 7] Federal [3 Stats v} County 1 Loeal

DEPCSITORY O SURVEY RECORDS:

The Marvland-National Capital Park

and Planning Commission

STREELYT AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgila Avenue

CITY CR TOWN:

Silver Soringa

STATE:

Marvland
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[7. GEACRIPTION

(Check Ories
(] Excelient {3 Good [} Fair {Z) Doterizroted {7 Ruins [T} Unexpesed
CONDITION -
(Check One} {Check One)
8 Altered () Unolsered ] Moved ] Original Site

DESCRIBLE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is a 1-1/2 story structure of log and framed
construction. The log north end has a boxed staircase in
the northeast corner leading to the loft space, which 1is
ceiled at the collar level. The present stone center
chimney was an external south end chimney with rebuilt
fireplace, also opening into the present center room. On

the south end is a modern kitchen addition. The north

end has a lean-to; an L-wing has been removed. There is
a cellar only under the center section
The facade shows the additions:havirg originally
been two bays with . two bay and three bay additions toward

the south. A shed-roofed porch covere the first two sections

below the loft windows. The older parts sit on sandstone
foundations.

A stone outbuilding sits behind the house with a
shingled roof. The barn sits to the southeast of the house

across Martinsburg Road. It is a bankbarn built of sand-

stone with recessed doors. The corners have largelquo'ning}iojﬂ

openings are spanned.by stone lintels. The floor joists
are logs with one surface smoothed off, spaced only several
feet apart. The roof framing is hand-hewn timbers. ©Some
of the openings have louvered panels in place. The interior
walls are stone. A stone spring house sits southeast of

the barn.
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Aboriginal [ Education
{7} Prehistoric [0 Enginearing
[0} Historic ) tndustry

O Agriculture {7 Invention

[ Architecture (] Lendscope

O Art Architecture

[} Commerco (J Literature

- Communications [ Militery

[} Conservation [0 Music

"

e e e
STATCMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

National Park Service.

MoIE |
i

(7] 18th Century (7] 20th Century
{7 19th Century

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

The house is located at White's ford. The farm
was 220-230 acres originally, carved out of the Carroll

family holdings in western Montgomery County.

The foundation for lock 26's kecper's house sits behind

the house at the canal; it has been capped by the’':

[ Political [ Urtan Plornning

(7] Religior/Phi- {7} Other (Specify)
losophy

) Science

[ Seulpture

[T} Socict/Human-

itorian
[ Theoater

[} Tronsportation
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TITLE:
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SNGIL2NnJY L

Christopher Owens, Park Histcorian

A8 ]

ORGANIZATION

M-NCPPC

DATE

5/30/73

STREET AMND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

Silver Spring

STATE

Jarvland

12, .. . .
*ﬁJState Liaison Officexr Review:

(Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National ] State [T} Localt ([
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
August 15, 1989

See correspondence dated

ij”HUG COUJHSSDI

Covprn L,

ML

ACTION TAKEN

This amendment recommends 18 historic resources throughout
Montgomery County for historic designation and protection under
the County’s Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the

Montgomery County Code.

It also recommends that 4 other resources

be found not to warrant historic designation and that they be
removed from the Locational Atlas and from further protection
under the Ordinance.

18 historic resources recommended for historic designation
and protection:

M: 10-52 Charles Browning Farm

M: 10-57 Zeigler Log House

M: 12-11 Frederick Hayes House

M: 12-36 Cak Ridge/Eleven Brothers
M: 14-51 Woodburn/Blunt House

2

C 16-1)

Trundle Farm
and Martinsburg Negro School

Pleasant II

M l6-12 Warren M.E. Church

M: 16/26 Nathan Dickerson Poole House/River View
M: 23-41 Musgrove /Hobbs/Gaither House

M: 23-47 Pleasant View

M: 23-84/1 Ellicott Mine

M: 25-8 Mt. Prospect

M: 25-10/1 Travilah Town Hall

M: 29/9 Dr. Willett House

M: 29-19 Joseph Magruder House (Offutt House)

M: 33-1 Drumeldra -
M: 34-10 Conley House/Green Ridge

M: 36-3 Rock Creek Stables/01d Callahan Estate
4 resources to be removed from Locational Atlas.

M: 25-19 Semmes Farm M: 37-1

M: 37- Presidents' Tree M: 28-34 Mt.

.& ot

Waterworks Site/Sligo Creek
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION _

See correspondence dated

April 25, 1989

ACTION TAKEN

This document contains the Montgomery County Historic

Preservation Commission's recommendations on the designation of
twenty-two (22) historic resources throughout Montgomery County.
Twenty—qne rescurces are recommended for historic designation and
protection under the County's Historic Preservation

Ordinance,

Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code. One resource is not
recommended for designation. '

SITES RECOMMENDED

10/52
10/57
12/11
: 12/36

TRER

B‘z

My 14/51

=

(ME 1671

16/12
16 /26
23/41
23/47

25/8

28/34
29/9

29/19
33/1

34/10
36/03
37/01
37/02

RRERERRIXIRRRRIIRZEX

23/84-1

25/10-1

Charles Browning Farm
Zeigler Log House
Frederick Hayes House

Oak Ridge/Eleven Brothers
Woodburn/Blunt House
Trundle Farm '
Warren E.M. Church and associated bldgs.

Nathan PDickerson Poole House/River View
Musgrove /fHobbs /Gaither House

Pleasant View

Ellicott Mine

Mount Prospect

Travilah Town Hall

Mount Pleasant II/Esther Scott House

Dr. Willett House

Joseph Magruder House

Drumeldra ’

Conley House

Rock Creek Stables/01ld Callahan Estate

Waterworks Site/Sligo Creek -

The President's Tree -

NOT RECOMMENDED

M: 25/19

Semmes Farm

]
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NAME  EeS ghuse

LOCATION  Agei7nsButs [, DIckiRSen, Md.
FACADE  W.£. /stonr)

PHOTO TAKEN  $7/30/73 M. pwyil
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LOCATION MALTINS BULE Do DIChELSOR), M.

FACADE W (LEsR)
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NAME JUEccS fhusE - SHUDSIVE Bk Bren Mo k)
LOCATION  MpLTns Buks: Vdl.  Dickdson, /R
FACADE w.

,P"“ -
PHOTO TAKEN S /30/73 M. DwyER /j /_/
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NAME (WELLS HOUSE - SANDSTINE  BAux BALA M
" - . / /
LOCATION  /MALTInSBull- /el DiCkélSons, A

FACADE S.
PHOTO TAKEN  5/30[23 o Dkl
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HOUSE — SHANDSTONE  BAVE BAPA
INAME  WELS K

DiciérSony, Md
LOCATION  MALTINS BulG [kl DiCiélSon,
FACADE S.E »
. !
PHOTO TAKEN s [30/73 M. Dw
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‘NAME  WECLS HousE - SAOSINE  Bowt BN M6~/
LOCATION fdrmmsbuis- L, Diceésson, /%
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