Survey No. M:15-75

Maryland Historical Trust DOE __yes __no

Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties Form
Intercounty Connector Project

l. Name: (indicate preferred name)

historic William Phair Property

and/or common Louis Coffee Property

2. Location:

street & number 2130 Spencerville Road not for publication
city, town Spencerville vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county Montgomery
3. Classitication:
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public x_occupied agriculture museum
x_building(s) x_private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress education Xx_private
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment residence
object in process yes: restricted government ___religious
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial __ scientific
- x_not applicable X _ho military other:
transportation

Z- . Owner' oT Pr‘Oper“ty: (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Louis and J. Coffee

street & number 2130 Spencerville Road telephone no.:

city,town Spencerville state and zip code MD 20868
. Location oT Legal Description

Land Records Office of Montgomery County liber 6005
street & number Montgomery County Judicial Center folio 311
city,town Rockville state MD

6. Representation 1n ExXistling Historical Surveys

title

date federal state county local

depository for survey records

_aty,town state




7. Description Survey No. M:15-75

Condition Check one Check one
. _excellent ___deteriorated ___unaltered _x original site

_good ___ruins _x _altered ____moved date of move
____fair ____unexposed

Resource Count: 4

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various
elements as it exists today.

The William Phair Property is a 2-story, 3-bay enlarged I-house on the north side of Spencerville
Road in Spencerville, Montgomery County. Constructed circa 1860, the main block of the building
has a single-pile, central passage plan, while the rear of the building has had at least two
phases of additions. The first addition is a 2-story rear ell constructed circa 1900. The
second addition, constructed circa 1980, completely covers the rear elevation and alters the form
of the rear ell.

The structure has a side-gable roof covered with asphalt shingles. The house has two chimneys.
The first is a brick interior chimney located in the west gable end of the main block, while the
second chimney is a modern exterior, vinyl-sided chimney located on the north gable end of the
original rear ell. The main block of the house is of log construction with vinyl siding, and it
has a parged stone foundation. The rear additions are of wood-frame construction, with vinyl
siding and a parged foundation. The windows are a combination of wood and vinyl, double-hung,
casement and awning. The house has a hipped roof porch on the front elevation and a shed roof
porch on the rear elevation. The front porch has an asphalt shingle roof supported by four
chamfered posts with ornamental brackets. The simple, square porch railing and balustrade appear
be a replacement. The porch floor is wood with concrete block piers.

The south, or front facade has a central entryway consisting of a five panel wood door. The
doorway is flanked by three small side-lights. The first story has two wood 2/2 double-hung
windows, while the second story has three wood 2/2 double-hung windows vertically aligned above
the first story openings. The southern slope of the roof has a glass skylight located near the
west end.

The west elevation of the main block has a vinyl 1/1 double-hung window on the first story and
two single-light casement windows located on the attic level. The west elevation of the circa
1980 rear addition has a vinyl 1/1 double-hung window on the first story and two vinyl 1/1
double-hung windows on the second story.

The rear, or north elevation of the main block is covered by two additions. The circa 1900, 2-
story addition is flush with the east elevation, while the circa 1980 addition extends beyond the
plane of the west elevation. The east section of the addition is the original rear ell and
extends north beyond the modern western half. A 1-story shed roof porch with three wood posts
extends along the western half. The exterior vinyl sided chimney is flanked by two vinyl 1/1
double-hung windows. To the west of the chimney are two sets of sliding glass doors. The second
story has two vinyl 1/1 double-hung windows flanking the chimney, with a large vinyl fixed-light
round-headed window with and a single vinyl 1/1 double-hung window to the west.

The east elevation has a wood 2/2 double-hung window on the first story and a vinyl 1/1 double-
hung window on the second story of the main block. The attic level of the main block has two
wood 4/2 double-hung windows. The east elevation of the circa 1900 rear addition has a
—~ojecting bay with a shed roof and vinyl 1/1 double-hung window. Also on the first story is a

ir of vinyl 1/1 double-hung windows. The second story has a single-light, vinyl awning window
and a vinyl 1/1 double-hung window.
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7. Description (continued)

The interior of the property was recently investigated by the Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), who noted that the property retains the original plan and
integrity of materials.

There are three outbuildings associated with this property. The first outbuilding is a small
tenant house, with a front-gable roof covered with a corrugated metal roof. Constructed circa
1860, it is of wood-frame construction and is sheathed in asphalt shingles. The structure has
a lean-to addition on the north elevation which has a carriage entryway and partition interior
space used as a chicken coop. The building is located directly north of the house.

The second outbuilding is a garage/equipment building. It has a shed roof covered with
corrugated metal and is sided with metal sheets. The metal exterior and roof were added after
the building was damaged by fire. Constructed circa 1920, it is of wood-frame construction. The
structure is located north of the house and barn.

The third outbuilding is a shed roof chicken coop. Constructed circa 1920, the building is of
wood-frame construction with wood plank siding on the roof and walls. The structure is covered
by vegetation and located north of the house and other outbuildings.

.ne property is located on the north side of Spencerville Road, with residential property to the
south and east, a church to the west and open space to the north. The property is accessed by
a gravel driveway which extends north from Spencerville Road toward the rear of the property.
The drive passes the house on the east elevation and rises over a gentle slope before passing the
first two outbuildings on their east elevations. The driveway turns west between the garage and
chicken coop to give access to the open garage bays of the equipment building on its north
elevation. The property retains its historic setting.
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8. Significance Survey No. M:15-75

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric __ archaeology-prehistoric__Community planning __landscape architecture__religion
__1400-1499 __archeology-historic  __conservation __law __science
__1500-1599 __ agriculture __economics __literature __sculpture
__1600-1699 x _architecture __education __military __social/
__1700-1799 __ art __engineering __music humanitarian
x_1800-1899 _ commerce __exploration/settlement _ philosophy __theater
__1900- __communication __industry __politics/government __transportation
__invention __other:
Specific dates circa 1860 Builder/Architect Unknown
check: Applicable Criteria: A B x C D
and/or
Applicable Exceptions: A B C D E F G
Level of Significance: __ national ____state _x_local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support.

The William Phair Property was originally situated on a 4.04 hectare (10 acre) parcel of land Mr.
Phair purchased in 1859. A house was constructed on the land circa 1860. The parcel associated
with the premises was reduced to its current size of 8,202 square meters (88,298 square feet) in
1978. The house was sold a number of times until one of the present owners, Louis Coffee,
acquired it in 1980. Joan L. Coffee currently owns the property with Louis Coffee.

.ne William Phair Property was constructed circa 1860 and it appears on Martenet and Bond’s 1865
Map of Montgomery County and Hopkins’ 1879 Atlas of Montgomery County in Mr. Phair’s name.
William Phair was a nurseryman and businessman who owned 6.47 hectares (16 acres) in Spencerville
in 1879. Originally from Ireland, Phair came to Spencerville in 1857 by way of Pennsylvania.
According to information in the Spencerville Historic District survey, Phair operated a stage
stop at the house, located along the Laurel Road which connected the Sandy Spring/Ashton area
with the Laurel depot. William Phair was Spencerville’s Postmaster in 1885.

The location of Spencerville is on land originally patented in 1703 as "Bear Bacon" and in 1715

as "Snowden’s Manor Enlarged" in what was then Prince George’s County. This patent was a
resurvey of earlier Snowden patents, and it increased Snowden family holdings to 3749 hectares
(9265 acres) of land in what is now four Maryland counties. In 1850, William Spencer of

Pennsylvania settled in the area when he led his relatives and others from Southhampton Township,
Pennsylvania into Montgomery County. A small community called Drayton was formed by Spencer on
the Laurel Road (present Spencerville Road), which connected the Quaker settlements of Sandy
Spring and Ashton with the railroad line at Laurel. The settlement was renamed Spencerville in
1859 in honor of William Spencer.

In the late nineteenth century, Spencerville reached its peak of importance as an economic and
social center. The town contained over 100 residents, as well as two stores, a post office, a
blacksmith shop, a physician’s office and a grange.

The town began to decline in the first few decades of the twentieth century as the local economy
shifted from agriculture to a reliance on the industries and job opportunities created by the
€nderal government. The town was small and rural until after the Second World War, when rapid

onomic growth in southern Montgomery County and improved roads made Spencerville accessible to
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8. Significance (continued)

new residents. Empty lots in the town were filled with modern residences, while the surrounding
area retained a rural character. Many of the old working farms remain, however, the area
continues to grow into one of the major suburban centers outside of Washington, D.C.

The original section of the main house on the William Phair Property is constructed of logs. Log
buildings were a practical solution for shelter in a region rich with timber. The timber was
readily available and often squared, split or faced before assembled into the building form. The
logs are laid horizontally and intersect at the corners at corner posts or are notched with
various types of corner timbering. The spaces between the logs are chinked with materials such
as clay, stones or shingles. The exterior of the building was often sheathed with wood
clapboards. Log buildings continued to be constructed even after the ascendancy of other
construction techniques. The construction of log buildings continued into the late nineteenth
century as a simple, economical housing type in rural locations (Stotz 1936:12 and Kniffen and
Glassie 1986:173).

NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION:

The William Phair Property is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under

iterion C. Within the context of Montgomery County, it is an early example of a classic I-
wouse and a fairly unusual example of a 2-story log residence. While the structure has undergone
some alteration, it retains the original plan and sufficient materials to convey its
significance. The period of significance for the property extends from circa 1860 to 1947. The
property is not eligible under Criterion A, as research conducted indicates no association with
any historic events or trends significant in the development of national, state or local history.
Historic research indicates that the property has no association with persons who have made
specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. Finally, the
structure has no known potential to yield important information, and therefore, is not eligible
under Criterion D.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
Eligibility recommended X Eligibility Not Recommended
Comments: Criterion C
_Reviewer, OPS: E. Hannold/K. Williams Date: 8/26/1998
.eviewer, NR Program: L ' Date: it “
Page 8.1
P.A.C. Spero & Company

December 1996



9. Major Bibliographical References survey No. M:15-75

See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property .81 hectare (2.02 acres)
Quadrangle name Beltsville, MD Quadrangle scale _1:24,000

Verbal boundary description and justification

See Continuation Sheet

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

ﬂgme/title Caroline Hall/Tim Tamburrino

«i'ganization P.A.C. Spero & Company date December 1996
street & number 40 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 412 telephone (410) 296-1635
city or town Baltimore state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by an Act of the
Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41,
Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposed only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCP /DHCD
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
(410) 514-7600
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10. Geographical Data (continued)

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification:

The National Register boundary of the William Phair Property follows the current property lines
of 2130 Spencerville Road (Tax Map KS 122, P246). This .81 hectare (2.02 acres) parcel is
bounded on the north, west and east by adjacent tax parcels, and on the south by Spencerville
Road. The boundary includes the house, a tenant house, a garage and a chicken coop, which all
contribute to the significance of the property. According to deed research, the property was
originally part of a 4.04 hectare (10 acre) parcel, which was purchased by William Phair in 1859.
The parcel was reduced to its current size in 1978.
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10. Geographical Data (continued)

Resource Sketch Map and National Register Boundary Map:
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Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan Data Sheet

Historic Context:

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Piedmont

Chronological/Developmental Period Theme (s):

10) Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s):
2) Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning

RESOURCE TYPE:

Category (see Section 3 of survey form):

Building

Historic Environment (urban, suburban, village, or rural):

Village

Historic Function(s) and Use(s):

Dwelling

Known Design Source (write none if unknown):

None

Preparer:
P.A.C. Spero & Company
December 1996
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