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ACHS SUMMARY FORM ety
Name: Woodburn/Blunt House

Planning Area/Site Number: 14/51 3. M=NCPPC Atlas Reference: Map 7
Coordinate K-11
Address: Blunt Road
Germantown, Md.

Classification Summary
Category building Previous Survey Recording MNCPPC
Ownership nrivate Title and Date:Historie Sites Inventory
Publie Acquisition N/A 1976
Status___occupied
Accessible  no Federal State _x County Local
Present use private residence

Date: e. 1805 7. Original Owner: Richard Thomas?

Apparent Condition

a. good b._altered c._original site

Pesceription: This unusual house grew from a two bay log house into its
present eleven bay dimensions. Constructed of log, brick, and frame the
house first expanded to the east and later to the west. There are two
porches on the north elevation: one at the east end and a two story
porch which links the house to its kitchen dependency. The house has six-~
over-six double-~hung windows flanked by green wooden louvered shutters. The
house has three gabled roofs; the extreme east and west roofs are covered

by mossy wooden shingles; the center gable roof has asbestos shingles.

Significance: This large 19th century farmhouse 1s assoclated with the
Dorsey and Blunt families. Richard Thomas owned a large tract of land
near Goshen and may have buillt the first log section of this house for
a tenant farmer. He left this land (known as "Thomas' Hog Pasture) to
his sons Richard Jr. and William in 1806, who in turn sold it to Gerard
Brooke, who eventually sold it to Harry W. Dorsey.

One of Harry's daughters, Harriet, married Samuel Blunt in 1818.

Harry Dorsey left his lands in 1840 to Harriet and at her death to her
children, specifying that Samuel Blunt was to have no part of the inheri-
tance. Harriet's son William took over the Woodburn estate at the

death of his mother. He was a prosperous farmer with a house to matech his
position. By this time the original log cabin had been added on to many
times, the latest being a large brick section. William's influence extended
beyond "Thomas' Hog Pasture" and into the County. He was a member of the
Montgomery County Agricultural Association and a part of the committee organi-
zing the centennial celebration for the County. In 1863 he was a County
Commissioner.

William died around the turn of the century and his widow Elizabeth left
the property to their children. Various Blunts owned at least a section of
the estate until 1977 when the present owner purchased it.

Researcher and date researched:DOnald M. Leavitt July 1979

CompileTr: gpjjeen McGuckian 13+ Date Complled: gept, 1979 14, Designation
Approval

15. Acreage: 28.60 acres
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MAGIA

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

iiiPiAth

HISTORIC Woodburn/Blunt House

AND/OR COMMON

BALOCATION
’ STREET & NUMBER Blunt Road
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
’ Germantown — VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Montgomery 20767
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC Xoccupiep __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) X PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
- __STRUCTURE _BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __INPROCESS —YES RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
XNo __MILITARY __OTHER

Y OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME Elizabeth D. Sherman Telephone #:

STREET & NUMBER

520 E. 90th St,.

CITY. TOWN STATE, 2Z1ip code
- New York —— VICINITY OF New York 10029
~ JHILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:14900

COURTHOUSE. Folio #:4
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Mont gomery County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN STATE
_ Rockville Maryland 20850
KA REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

M-NCPPC Inventory of Historical Sites

DATE
1976 _FEDERAL XSTATE X COUNTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR - . -
SURVEY RECORDS Park Historian's Office

CITY. TOWN STATE

Rockville Maryland 20855




DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT —_DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
Xcoop __RUINS X_ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This unusual house grew from a two bay log house into its present
eleven bay log, brick, and frame structure. The house originally faced
south but is now approached from the north.

Built on fieldstone foundations the original two bay log structure
was enlarged by the addition of an east brick two and a half story three
bay wing and the original log section was covered by a brick veneer. On
the north elevation it is possible to see where the brick veneer projects -
forward from the east three bays of the addition. A two story clapboard.
three bay frame house was later added to the west of the house The
frame two story, three bay kitchen room has board and batten siding. It
has access to the house through an enclosed porch on the north elevation
of the frame west addition.

The north elevation has two porches: the east porch has a half-hipped
roof supported by wooden posts. The west porch is a two story screened
porch with a shed roof. It is enclosed by tongue and groove siding at
the west end on the first level., There are three doors on the north
elevation, one leading into the brick, one leading into the frame, and
one leading into the kitchen dependency. All three are glass and wooden
paneled doors. The south elevation has one porch located across the
east (brick and log) section. This porch has a half hipped roof suppor.ed
by chamfered posts. The south door has double wooden paneled doors sur-
mounted by a four light transom.

There are six over six double hung windows flanked by green wooden
louvered shutters. There are two gabled six over six double hung dormer
windows on the north and south elevations. The gable roof above the
brick (east) section has mossy wooden shinglesj the gable roof above the
clapboarded frame section (west) has asbestos shinglesj; the gable roof
above the kitchen wing (west) has mossy wooden shingles. There are two
interior chimneys, at the east gable ends of the brick and frame sections
and there is one interior chimney above the kitchen wing.

The north (front) door opens into a central hallway that ends at
the south door. East of the hall is the front parlor and west of the
hall is the living room. West of the living room is the dinning room.

To the north of the dining room, at the northwest corner is a door way
which leads into the enclosed porch. A door on the west wall of the
porch leads into the kitchen.

The open string stairway in the central hall ascends from south to
north. It has a simple square newel post, square balusters, and winder
treads. The house has a combination of narrow and random width floors.
The walls and ceilings are plaster over lath., A large hanging brass
lamp with a frosted globe is suspended from the hall ceiling. The kitchen
has built-in cabinets, tongue and groove wainscotting and a large iron
wood burning stove. There are wooden paneled doors.,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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[ SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION

—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION — LAW __SCIENCE

—-1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS __LITERATURE _—SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MUusIC __THEATER
_X1800-1899 —COMMERCE ——EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- __COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT EOTHER {SPECIFY)

__INVENTION : Local History
SPECIFIC DATES c. 1805 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Richard Thomas (?)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Woodburn/Blunt House is a large 19th century farm house which is
associated with the Dorsey and Blunt families, two of the oldest in the
County.

Richard Thomas owned a large tract of land outside of the town of
Goshen., He lived in the Olney/Sandy Spring area, but may have built the
first log section of this house for a tenant farmer. He is known to have
been a builder. He left this tract of land, known by the appealing name
of "Thomas' Hog Pasture", to his sons, gichard Jr, and William, in 1806.1
They in turn sold it to "Gerard Brooke, gho eventually sold the property

—~to Harry Woodward Dorsey in two sections. One of Harry's daughters,
larriet, married Samuel Blunt in 1818, Whether Samuel was ne'er-do-well
or was the victim of a resentful father-in-law is not knownj; at any rate
Harry did everything in his power to see that his estate and goodsdid not
come into Samuel's hands. Any land transaction involving Harriet also bore
a disclaimer to Samuel's right to the property. In his last will and
testament Harry left all his lands in Montgomery County to Harriet and at
her death to her children. He specifically stated that Samuel was to have
no part of the land,

Harriet's son William took over the Woodburn estate at the death of
his mother. He was a prosperous farmer with a house to match his position.
By this time the original log cabin had been added onto many times, the
latest being a large brick section. William's influence extended beyond
"Thomas' Hog Pasture" and into the County. He was a member of the Mont-
gomery County Agricultural Association and a part of the committee organi-
zing the centennial celebration for the County. In 1863 he was a County
Commissioner.,

William died around the turn of the century and his widow Elizabeth
left the property to their children. Various Blunts owned at least a
section of the estate until 197/ when the present owner purchased it.

FOOTNOTES:

l. Wills of Montgomery County, Md., E/340 (February 15, 1806),
2. Land Records of Montgomery County, Md., N/279 (June 6, 1807).
3. Ibid., #/15 (October 15, 1814); T/126 (April 26, 1816),

'« Will Records, op. cit., W/450 (April 7, 1840),.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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U.S. Census Records.,
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 28 Py 60 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Located west side of Blunt Road, .3 miles from Brink

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EI!FT)thIﬂREPIURE[)B]?

NAME / TITLE Candy Reed
Donald M, Leavitt Architectural Description
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Trails July 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 926-4510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO:

PsS- 1108
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SEE
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET

NOMINATION FORM
for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

(1) NAME T

C OMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Blunt House (Woodburn)

i2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Blunt Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Gaithersburg
STATE COUNTY:
Maryland B _ Montgomery
ET‘CLASSSFlCAT*O” G g R e R e : o T
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
w P STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHI TO THE PUBLIC
O District £ Building O Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:
O Site [ Structure | Private O !n Process @ Unoccupied O Resrricred
O Object [ Both [ Being Considered (O Pressrvation work (O Unrestricted
: in pragress & Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) . _
O Agriculturs! [J Government [ Park [ Transpartatian [0 Comments
O Commercial ) [ industrial B} Private Residence [O] Other (Specity)
(O Educatiane! O Military O Religious
[ Entertainment O Museum O Scisntific
b4, OWNER OF PROPERTY P
I'B-NER S NAME:
STREET ANO NUMBER:
CiTY OR TOWN: _ STATE:

COURTHOUSE REGISTRV OF DEEDS ETC:

Montgomery County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Rockville Maryland

1§, REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING 5URVEY$

Title Refexence of Current Deed (BOQK,&APQ £):

n

TITLE OF SURVEY:
None

DATE OF SURVEY: (O Federsl O Stots O County O Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:




(7. DESCRIPTION

M.14-51

(Check Ot';e)
[ Excellent Good [ Foir [ Deterioroted 3 Ruins [ -Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) - (Check Ons)
B Altered {1 Uncltered [J Moved g Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house was originally a two bay log house which has
had a three bay brick addition on the east end, at which time
the log end was bricked over. A two bay frame addition
(sheathed with clapboards) on the west end, was subsequently
added to connect the house with the board-and-batten sheathed
kitchen. The present facade has a central doorway with double
doors below a four light transom. The brickwork is Flemish
bond, with wooden lintels over the 6/6 double hung sash windows
The three central bays are covered by a one story porch. On
the west end, the chimney is external with gable end clap-
Loarded. On the east end the chimney is #lush gable.

In plan, the house has a central hall and flanking parlors
The staircase rises on the south side of the hall. The east
room has a chairrail and fireplace with a columned surround
supporting a shelf. The west room has a simpler fireplace.
The second floor has a room over the east room and another over
the west room slightly narrower than the room below. Across
the facade there is a narrow room. From the west room an en-
closed staircase rises to the attic. The west addition has
two rooms above; the kitchen has two rooms above.

The attic has rafters with mortise, tenon and pegged
rafters. There are two dormers that have been cut through the
front facade.

There is a barn with a stone foundation and framed above.
Next to it is a log two story building that was a dairy on the
ground floor and a school room above. It is two bays with a
gabled entrance to the dairy. The spring still flows through
the spring house. There is a log tenant house with a stone
chimney base and brick stack on the west end.

338§
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INSTK JCTIONS

SEE

M. 19-51

[ sioniFicaNcE - -

[ Pre-Columbian
[ 15th Century

PERIOD (Check One or More as Approprlate)
[ 16th Century
O V71h Century

8 18th Century
B 19th Century

3 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!(S) (If Applicable and Known)

Abor iginal
[ Prehistoric
[ Histeric

[ Agriculture

[ Architecture

0 At

[ Commerce

[ Communications

[ Censervatian

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

[ Education

[ Engineering

3 Industry

[} Inventian

[ Loandscope
Architecture

[ Literature

[ Military

O Music

o0 040aa o4

[ Urban Planning
[ Other (Specity)

Political
Religion/Phi-
lesophy

Science

Sculpture

Saciol/Human-

itorian

Theoter

Transpartation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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10.  GEQGRAPHICAL DATA . = RS P

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CODRDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT DF A PROPERTY

R DF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE © LDNGITUDE"
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW -] ’ - o ’ - o ’ - . o » -
NE -] ’ - o ) »
SE -] ] » ,':_0‘: L » 3 »
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APPRDXIMATE ACREAGE OF NDMINATED PROPERTY:
w

'Acreage Justification: m
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V1.  FORM PREPARED BY.
NAME AND TITLE:
Christopher Owens, Park Historian
DRGANIZATION DATE
MNCPPC 24 Oct 74

STREET AND NUMBER:

8787 Georgia Avenue

STATE

Maryvland

CITY DR TDWN:

Silver Spring

1§20, . .
F*JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [} State [} Local ([

Signature
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION _
August 15, 1989

See correspondence dated

ACTION TAKEN

This amendment recommends 18 historic resources throughout
Montgomery County for historic designation and protection under

the County’s Historic Preservation Ordinance,
Montgomery County Code.

Chapter 24A of the
It also recommends that 4 other resources

be found not to warrant historic designation and that they be
removed from the Locational Atlas and from further protection

under the Ordinance.

18 historic resources recommended for historic designation

and protection:

M: 10-52 Charles Browning Farm
M: 10-57 Zeigler Log House
M: 12-11 Frederick Hayes House
M; 12-36 Oak Ridge/Eleven Brothers
(M: 14-51) Woodburn/Blunt House
M: l6-1 Trundle Farm
M: 16-12 Warren M.E. Church and Martinsburg Negro School
M: 1l6/26 Nathan Dickerson Poole House/River View
M: 23-41 Musgrove /Hobbs/Gaither House
M: 23-47 Pleasant View
M: 23-84/1 Ellicott Mine
M: 25-8 Mt. Prospect
M: 25-10/1 Travilah Town Hall
M: 29/9 Dr. Willett House
M: 29-19 Joseph Magruder House (Offutt House)
M: 33-1 Drumeldra
M: 34-10 Conley House/Green Ridge
M: 36-3 Rock Creek Stables/01d Callahan Estate

4 resources to be removed from Locational Atlas.

37-1
28-34

M: 25-19
M: 37-2

Semmes Farm M:
Presidents' Tree M:

Waterworks Site/Sligo Creek
Mt. Pleasant II



AVAIERN

THE!MAQYLAH NATIONAL CAPITAL PARYV pAHID DLAHHHJG’QDﬁMﬂ
| S CTET7 Cuzrpe /. oL oSy Wy 2
T
M ‘ MY
bra) e |
PN

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION _

April 25, 1989

See correspondence dated

ACTION TAKEN

This'document contains the Montgomery County Historic '
Preservation Commission's recommendations on the designation of |
twenty-two (22) historic resources throughout Montgomery County.
Twenty—gne resources are recommended for historic designation and
pProtection under the County's Historic Preservation Ordinance,

Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code. One resource is not
recommended for designation.

SITES RECOMMENDED

M: 10/52 Charles Browning Farm
M: 10/57 Zeigler Log House
M: 12/11 Frederick Hayes House
M: 12/36 Oak Ridge/Eleven Brothers
(M: 14/51 > Woodburn/Blunt House
M: l6/1 Trundle Farm
M: l6/12 Warren E.M. Church and associated bldgs.
M: le/26 Nathan Dickerson Poole House/River View
M: 23/41 Musgrove /Hobbs/Gaither House
M: 23/47 Pleasant View
M: 23/84-1 Ellicott Mine
M: 25/8 Mount Prospect
M: 25/10-1 Travilah Town Hall
M: 28/34 Mount Pleasant II/Esther Scott House
M: 29/9 Dr. Willett House
M: 29/19 Joseph Magruder House
M: 33/1 Drumeldra T
M: 34/10 Conley House
M: 36/03 Rock Creek Stables/01d Callahan Estate
M: 37/01 Waterworks Site/Sligo Creek - -
M: 37/02 The President's Tree -

NOT RECOMMENDED

M: 25/19 Semmes Farm






NAME W OoODBURN (BLUNT MHOuSE)
LOCATION BLUNT Rd GOSHEN,Md

FACADE S
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NAME WooDBURN ( BcunT HousE)
- L 66 SCHoLMUSE o FIEA
LOCATION

BLunT Rl Goswen, A
FACADE £

PHOTO TAKEN /a/z ¢/24 mowne



