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Clifton Znowden House (site) Late 13th, early 20th
Clarksburg Vicinity

Private

Tnis handsome two story frame house burned in the 1930's, It
wvas the home of a2 successful Black farmer. It reserbled the other
nouses of landowners of rmoderate means in the upper county, having
two rooms down and two up, with a two storv ell attached to the
real lenszth,
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This handsome two story frame house burned in the 1930's, and no
trace of it remains. FEowever, based upon the recollections of Zthel
Foreman, who was raised in the Clarksburg comnmunity, it can be brieflw
described,

In general, the house resembled the others belonging to landowners
in the upper county of moderate means. Examples in the Clarksburg
vicinity that have been surveyed in this Rlack history vroject are the
Arthur Gibson house, the VWarner and John Henry 'ims houses, the lfason
house, and the lloore home. The frame was covered with weatherboards,
and the entire facade sheltered with a shed porch. The facade contained
three bays, with the door centrally located. The principal block was
one bay in depth and had a two story ell extending from the rear length.
There were stove flues along each gable end, and along the back of the =1l.

In plan, there were two rooms down and two up in the principal block
and one room down (the kitchen) and one ur (bedroom) in the ell. The
front rooms were the living room and dining room. The exterior of the
house was whitewashed, and the grounds around the house well maintained.

Ls part of this survey, an aerial photograph of the farmstead was cop
copied. It was probably taken in the 1940's or early 50's judging from the
automobile in the picture. The photograpn shows the lay-out of the
Snowden farm and the complex of outbulldings, gardens, and fields and
their relationship.

In regard to the history of the Snowden family, !liss Foreman has
written the following:

"The Snowdens nad a farm, and ther enjoved it very much. Their
farm covered over 30 acres. The Snowdens kent foster children
They also raised crops for canning factories. In later vears
the Snowdens sold nortions of the farm for building lots until
about all of the farw was sold. ©One of the foster sons, Willian
Fammond built a horme next door to the home. I!lrs. Cnowden died
$ 4 2 1"
in 197JI

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Accordi‘g to t‘e deed, 272/37LL Clifton aqc “acAvl cnowden nurchased

4+ acres frorn James Dear and 20,06 acros from Albe Pouic in 1918, Thus,
the Enowdens owned over 94 acres, establishing as them as among the
largest Elaclt landowners in upper ‘ontgomery County. It is not known if

the two story frame house was alroad" on the »nroperty, or whether the
Snowdens had it constructed. In addition to the large holding of thris
fS“llv, the princiral sigznificance of the site is Jhe aerlal nhotogranh
wnich shows the lar-out of this well nmaintain b »

A3 mart of this surver, family photorsrarhs of the Snowdens were
coried. They are to be found in the surver renort on Clifton's “ather's
hore, Ihormas Snowden, esrned

n Clarzsburg. Probably Clifton Srovden 1
n

:
e value of a well maintained farm fror his father.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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eorge W, !lcDaniel, Surveyvor; Faren fewell, Pesearcn lssistant

ORGANIZATION DATE
Cugarloaf Fegional Traills January 19792
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Sox &7 926-4510

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson arvland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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