M-12-42-20 c.1894
James Lee House

Big Woods Community

Private

This two story frame house with a three-bay facade was
built by the second generation of post-Civil War black land-
owners in the Big Woods Community. The residents were related
to descendants of other founders of the community, creating
bonds of kinship as well as community.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two stdry frame dwelling resembles the other houses of black
landowners built near the turn of the twentieth century. Though the
house has been recently improved its basic form remains evident. Its
facade was three bays in length and the house was one bay in depth.
Inside each gable end were brick stove flues, the roof line was pierced
by a cross-gable pediment. The windows contained double-hung sashes
with 2 x 2 panes. In plan, the house probably consisted of two rooms
down and two rooms up.

Recent changes include a one story room added to the front of
the house and an enclosed shed to the southern gable end. The house has

been painted yellow and new wooden shutters added.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This house is of the type built by the second generation of landowners

in black communities. According to the deed JA 46/181“this tract was
purchased in 1894 by James H. Lee from Andrew C. Brown. They were white
landowners who owned property in the Big Woods community but did not live
there.
According to Florence Hallman, James Lee was the son of one of the
~“ounders of Big Woods after the Civil War, Richard Lee. One of James'
brothers was Noah Lee, who also lived in the community.
lee was also connected to the descendants of other founding families
by way of two marriages. His first was to Martha Owens, who was the
daughter of Loulsa Owens and who was ralsed in the nearby log house,
M: 12-42-31, Later, he married Sarah Onley Awkard, former wife of
Jeremiah Awkard. Sarah was the sister of William T. Onley and daughter
of Henry T. Onley. Thus, three of the founding families after the Civil
war became connected through marriage =-- the Iees, Onleys and Owens --

creating a large, extended family in the Big Woods community.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Land records: 1076/203, JA 46/181, JA 21/439, STS 1/412.
Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockville, Maryland.

Oral interview with Florence Hallman (not taped), Big
Woods Community by George McDaniel, August, 1978.
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