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e-Simms House (Site)

Big Woods Community
Private

c. 1874

This small log house was the home of a Black landowning family. It was
smaller than most houses of this group, having only one room down and one up.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Florence Hallman recalls that this house was a log dwelllng like the
others in Big Woods, except that it was smaller, having only one room down
and one up. There was the ordinary set of outbuildings assoclated with
the farm house.

For further detalls, see the descriptions of the Louls Brown and
Fred Hamilton houses.

Interviews with Florence Hallman
21045 Big Woods Road
Dickerson, MD
August-September, 1978
Interviews by George McDanlel, Ida Hallman

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This log house, though no longer standing, serves as a important
reminder of the type of house that was once home to many rural Black farm
families in Montgomery County and elsewhere in Maryland. The vast majority
are gone, and little evidence remains of their existence, but with the
oral recollection of informants such as Florence Hallman and others 1n
the community, their former presence can be established. For discussion
of the significance of the construction and significance of this house,
see the inventory forms of the log houses of Fred Hamilton and Louis Brown
since they are still standing and since this house closely resembled them,
according to Mrs. Hallman.

This tract (parcel CU 33, p.23) was purchased in 1874 by Henry Lee, as
recorded in deed, EBP 14/109. He acquired it from Edward Chiswell, Ovalina
“niswell, Lawrence Darby, James Trundle, Samuel White, et. al. It consisted

. 1 acre, 3 rds.

In 1900, Henry M. and Clagett C. Hilton acquired this tract from James
F. Lee, who was probably related to Henry Lee, perhaps his son.

In 1901, the Hiltons conveyed the land to Mary Eliza Simms, wife of
Hilary Sims, as recorded in TD 17/256.

The log house that stood on this site was most likely built as the
residence for the Henry Lee family after his purchase of the land in 1874,
This was the log house remembered by Florence Hallman of Blg Woods as the
residence of the Simms family. She did not know if the Simms had built
the house, but she had heard that the log houge was an'old"dwelling house.
Since there was no comparable dwelling on the %ract of Henry Lee adjeining

W&M (CU 33, p. 78)7a tract of 1 acre, 3 rds,
- punhicesed also in 1874 from the same grantors -- it 1is most likely that
this log house was built as Henry Lee's home in the 1870s and contined
to be used as a home by the Simms family.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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