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Robert Vinton Hutchinson House (Site)

Big Woods Community

Private

This log house with one room down and one room up was the
smallest type found in Montgomery County in the post-Civil War
Black communities. Its size and floor plan resembled the log
houses of slaves, more than those of landowners. In fact, this
may have been an earlier slave house, in which the postbellum
residents continued to live.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Mrs. Florence Hallman of the Big Woods community recalls that this
a smaller log house with only one room down and one up. It was among

smallest homes in the Big Woods community, the usual plan being two

up and two down whether the house was log or frame. See the descriptions.

of the Fred Hamilton and Louis Brown houses for further details, since

this house resembled these two, according to Mrs. Hallman.,

Mrs,.

The outbuildings were a meat house and a hen house, according to

Hallman., There was no cellar in the house.
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. This log house may have been one of the first built in the post-Civil
War Black communities of Montgomery County, perhaps as early as 1868 when
the tract of six acres was purchased by Isaac Carr from James 0, Trundle
(deed EBP 4/452), Perhaps the Carr family built this house at that time,
and perhaps they were Black, though their identity is unknown at this
time., Later the Carrs sold the land to Sarah and James D. Jones, who then
conveyed it to Robert Vinton Hutchinson in 1910 (deed 222/15). It is
doubtful that Hutchinson built this house since small log houses of this
type were not built as new dwellings by Black landowners by this point
in the 20th century. According to Florence Hallman, the house was "an
old house" when she was young in the early 1900's, so it is probable that
it was constructed at approximately the same time as the other log houses
in Big Woods -- that is, in the 1870's, or perhaps earlier in c., 1868,

The property is now owned by Fred and Jane Stearns, a couple who as
a team are active in a full range of community activities. They have
built a new house on the site in a comfortable, modern design. The care
that they give to the house and the grounds around it indicates the time
and thought that they give to the many enterprises in which they are
engaged.,
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Deeds: 4006/5853 2605/232; 950/3985 222/15; EBP 4/452.
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