M: 12-42-5 c. 1870s
Dan Diggins House (Site)

Big Woods Community

Private

This two story log house was one of the few homes of Black
families in the postbellum era in rural Maryland known to have
been occupied by two families, like a duplex today. In one half
lived the owners, and in the other, renters. In plan, the house
consisted of four rooms down and four up, equally divided down
the middle.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This log house is no longer standing, but it is remembered by Florence
Hallman from the Big Woods community. ©She says that it was a large house
with a total of six or eight rooms. According to her there were four
rooms downstairs and three or four rooms upstairs. It was divided into
two sections and housed two families at times. For example, she was born
in this house and at that time two families were living there. Her
grandparents, James and Mary Hamilton, rented one half of the house and
the Diggins family lived in the other. Mrs. Hallman recalls, that like
the other houses, it was heated by wood stoves and had windows with double-
hung sashes with 6 x 6 panes., ©She thinks that there were the outbuildings

common to such homesteads.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This dwelling was the home of one of the founding families of the

post-bellum black community in Big Woods. According to the deed EBP
18/289 Daniel Degan (Diggins) purchased property here in 1878. That deed
shows that the property he purchased at that time was adjacent to land
that he already owned. However, the grantee/grantor index does not list
him for those earlier purchases. It is likely that he settled in the
community at the same time as Lewis Brown, Henry Onley, and others -- that

s, in the 1870s, Since Florence Hallman was born in the house, in the
late 1800s, it is obvious that it was built before then, and probably

was constructed in the 1870s, contemporary to Lewis Brown's dwelling.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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