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Lewis Brown House c. 1873
Big Woods Community
Private

This two story log house was built as the home of a Black landowner,
Lewis Brown. Its facade consists of three bays. In plan, the interior
contains two rooms down and two up, heated by wood stoves. Behind the
house once stood the several small outbuildings essential to farm life.
This small farmstead with its log house was typical of those occupied
by landowning Black families in the last decades of the 19th century
and into the 20th.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story log house stands abandoned in the midst of woods
on the west side of an old lane that led northward from the new Big
Woods Road to the old Big Woods Road. The house 1is in increasingly
deteriorating condition since 1t 1s open to the elements. Yet many of
its timbers remain in good condition and the house gives us a glimpse
into the construction and design of the houses of black landowners
in the years following emancipation. :

As with all of those houses in the 19th century, the grounds around
the dwelling were used to support the famlly. The outbulldings and
garden places around this house give evidence today of those use ..

In front of the house remains a portion of the old grape arbor and old
pear and apple trees still stand along the northern side of the house.

A hen house with yard, a privy, another grape arbor and a log outbullding
stand behind the house. The outbuilding measures 11' x 8'7", has no
windows and was probably the meat house. 1In front of the house, as

well as behlnd 1t are colorful, climbing rose bushes.

The dwelling itself 1s three bays in length with a door centrally
located, flanked on elther side by a window opening. This creates the
billateral symmetry that was popular to the last half of the nineteenth
century. The windows contain double-hung sashes with 6 x 6 panes and
were protected by wooden shutters  The massive logs measured approximately
8 to 11 inches in thickness and 6 inches in width. They were of hardwo«
elther chestnut or oak. At the corners they were joined by V-notches.
The chinking between the logs contained red sandstone rocks, perhaps
chips from the Seneca Rock Quarry. The cornices were boxed with plain
boards and the gable roof covered originally with wood shingles, now
with tin. The entire exterior of the house had been whitewashed. There
1s no evidence of pegging; instead the logs were fastened to the frames
of the openings by machine-cut nails.

In plan the house consist: of two rooms and a hallway downstairs
and three rooms upstairs. The house 18 large in size, measuring :
25'4" x 20'2". One room downstairs (the parlor) measured 13'5" x 14'5",
while the kitchen measures 9'8" x 18'. A central stove flue was bullt
between the kitchen and parlor with openings for stove pipes in each
room. All of the walls inside were lathed and plastered as was the
celling. In the parlor the walls were wainscotted with 1" x 4" boards
midway up the wall and we~e palnted green. All of these features
disgulsed the fact that this was a log dwelling.

In the kitchen was a small closet, 4'3" x 3’5”)wh1ch probably served
as a pantry. A door led from one gable end to the outside. Next to
that door was the outside opening that led down to the cellar. Shelves
8till remain on the walls.

The stalrs which are found at the end of the hallway in the rear
of the house lead up to a small room (9' x 12'8") which may have been a
bedroom. From this room two doorways lead into the other twc rooms
upstairs, one (u«. . small bedroom measuring 9'9" x 12'6" with one
window which looks out from the front of the house. The large room
upstalrs which extends from the front to the back of the house with a

(continued on Attachment Sheet A)
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According to the deed, EBP 10/257, lewis Brown purchased this property
of 6 acres from the Trustees of the Hempstone estate in 1873. This estab-
lishes Brown as one of the earliest of the Black landowners to have settled
in the Big Woods area. He purchased the land directly from the representa-
tives of the white family that had owned much of the future Big Woods
community during the antebellum era. He bought this land at the same time
as his neighbor , Henry Thomas Onley whose deed was recorded on the
preceding page in the deed book. g

The log house that he built and lived in after purchase of this
property still remains in relatively good condition even after abandonment.
It has been described in considerable detaill since it 1s one of the few
log houses remaining in the Big Woods community and in upper western
Mantgomery County.

In terms of size the measurements of this log house are comparable
to those of log houses of white families in the county, such as the
Horine log house on Peachtree Road. These houses are evidence of the
similarities in housing conditions of both black and white landowners
of moderate means in the late 19th century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Land Records of Montgomery County, Montgomery County Courthouse, Rockvili~ ML
Oral Interviews (not taped) with Ida and Florence Hallman, Big Woods T
community, September, 1978.
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-Attachment Sheet A M: 12-42-2
ewls Brown House (Description) Magi #

window in each length wall measured 11'2" x 19'1", It is the only
upstalrs room that was heated and presumably was the parents' bedroom.
Florence Hallman of the Blg Woods community remembers that the

small front room was the bedroom of her friend, Matilda Brown, daughter
of Lewls Brown.

Over the front door was a small shed porch supported by plain,
rectangular posts. The back door was sheltered by an enclosed shed which
served as storage space as well as an entranceway.
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