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The Toomey House

Private

Elkridge eighteenth and nineteenth centuries

The Toomey House faces east, just north of the norttwest corner of
Furnace and Race Roads. It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two and
a half story high, gabled roof (running north-south) shingled frame building,
resting on a stone foundation with wide brick chimney inset into its
north wall, Fenestration is rectangular, vertically aligned, proportionally
scaled and double-hung, holding six-over-six lights. East and west rectangular,
cross paneled entrance doors.are located in the building's south bay. That
on the east is surmounted by a three light transom. The building features
an early, shed roofed addition, which connects it to an eighteenth century,
two story high, two bay wide, one room deep, gabled roof (running east-west)
shingled frame kitchen wing on the west, with open bible and cross paneled
entrance in the west bay of its south wall, surmounted by a three light
transom. A wide, squarish brick chimney rises from the center of the
building, whose kitchen fireplace holds a fire plate, marked Ellicott
Elkridge Furnace, dating this wing to circa 1770 and to the same period
as the Elkridge Furnace House on the east side of Furnace Road,

The 1878 Hopkin's Atlas also delineates the house as a part of this
property owned at that time by T. H, Brown
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The Toomey House faces east, just north of the north west corner of
Furnace and Race Roads,

It is a three bay wide, one room deep, two and a half story high, gabled
roof (running north-south) frame, shingled building, resting on a stone
foundation, with a wide brick chimney inset into its north wall. A very
early two story high, shed roofed addition runs along its entire west wall,
off the two north bays, of whose west wall, extends a two bay wide, two bay
deep, two story high, intersecting gabled roof (running east-west) frame
shingled kitchen addition, resting on a stone foundation and holding a
wide, squarish central brick chimney, This latter wing may well be earlier
than the east section front of the house,

Off the entire south wall of this addition runs a one story high,
shed roofed, enclosed porch vestibule, with one poured in place concrete
base and three pre cast cement steps leading to its central entrance,
flanked on the east by a screened in porch and on the west by a six light
window, An additional six light window rests in the west wall of this
enclosed porch,

Fenestration for the entire house, other than the two windows just
described, is rectangular, proportionally scaled, vertically aligned and
double-hung, holding six-over-six lights,

Two such first floor windows occur on the south wall of the east
section of the house and two similar second floor windows on the south
wall of the west kitchen section of the house. Beneath that in the east
bay, lies a first floor window, while the west bay of this wall holds an open
bible and cross paneled entrance, surmounted by a three light transom, The
west elevation of the east wing' holds a second floor window in its south bay,
beneath which is located an open bible and cross paneled entrance door, while
the west elevation of the west kitchen wing holds only one aperture, a first
floor window, north of center.

Two basement windows are inset into the east section's north and south walls
The north wall of the east section of the house holds a first and second floor
window in its west bay, while the north wall of the west section, lying flush
with the east section of the house holds three first and second floor,
vertically aligned windows,

The east facade of the building, facing Furnace Road, features a twelve
light, rectangular, paneled entrance, surmounted by a three light transom in
its south bay, covered by a gabled roof portico, supported by four doric
columns., A poured in place cement step and three wooden steps lead to the
wooden landing of this portico. First floor windows rest in the central
and north bays of the facade with three second floor windows above.

Two gabled roof dormer windows are placed in the gable roof at this
elevation, They hold similar windows to those described and complete the
building profile,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Toomey House is significant historically and architecturally to Howard
County and the State of Maryland as one of the early homes located in Elkridge
Landing, whose kitchen wing dates to the mid eighteenth century and whose
east wing dates to the mid-nineteenth century,

Historically, the building's kitchen wing can be traced back to the
mid eighteenth century for the very wide, square, brick chimney, which rises
from the center of this section of the house, holds a kitchen fireplace with
a fire plate marked Ellicott Elkridge Furnace, which operated at that time,
Accounts of the Ellicott Elkridge Furnace Store, located at Elkridge Furnace
House, once on the same tract of land as the Toomay House, have been researched
and found by Mr, Lowe, present owner of the Elkridge Furnace House. Accounts
with dates of 1762 and 1987 were found, which would date this house to that
period of time., The house was probably used at that time as a residence for
one of the foremen or managers of the Furnace,

T. H, Brown acquired the property in the nineteenth century and is noted also
as the owner of the Furnace House on the 1878 Hopkin's Atlas. The house is
delineated on this map as it appears today,

In the first decade of the twentieth century, the house was acquired by
Joseph H, and Barbara Ellen Toomey, who passed the property on to their children,
Today the house, as well as the property on the northwest corner of Furnace and
Race Roads, is owned by Roy Bauman, who operates a plumbing company from a
building on that corner, which houses his operation. This building is located
on the site of an old stable and carriage house, once a part of the Elkridge
Furnace House,

Architecturally the building has undergone exterior change, being covered
in the early twentieth century by shingles, The interior retains wide, randam .
width floors and two fireplaces fcr each of the twe early section’s bedrooms ,
and a batten wood door leading from one section of the house to the other, in
which one must step up, due to higher ceilings in the east section of the
house. A brick chimney is located in the second floor bedroom and in the attic
of the nineteenth century section.

The basement of the older section features a brick floor, while that of
the nineteenth century holds a concrete floor. Each of the shutters of the
house are unique and made by hand,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Mrs. Jean Cassel and her husband, the present occupants of the house,
have taken a lively interest in its history, as well as Mr, Roy Bauman, its
owner,

The Toomey house in conjunction with the Elkridge Furnace House should
be placed on the National Register of Historic Landmarks as a part of the
Elkridge Furnace House, and included in the State Critical Areas Program.
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