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The Stansfield House

Laurel

Private circa 1910

The Stansfield House faces west on the east side of Gorman Road, just
north of its intersection with I-95. It is a three bay wide, two bay
deep, two and a half story high, hipped roof, squarish, frame (covered
with asbestos shingles) building, resting on a stone foundation, with
wide brick chimney set into the central corner of the northeast section
of the house and a jerkin roofed, central, east and west dormer window,
holding a tripartite, horizontal rectangular window, each component a
nine light casement window, separated and flanked by flat, wooden pil-
asters, underlined by a flat woodensill and surmounted by a flat wooden
lintel. A one story high, hipped roof, open porch runs along the entire
south and west elevations of the house, supported by nine wooden doric
columns and two half columns. Cement piles support its wooden landing
and that of a central, gabled roof (running east-west) entrance por-
tico rising slightly from the middle of the hipped roof on the west
facade. It features a pediment and is supported by two similar doric
columns. Fenestration for the house is proportionally scaled. Almost
all of the windows are rectangular and double-hung, holding six-over-
one lights, underlined by flat wooden sills. The five second floor
windows on the west facade are decorated by wooden shutters.

Some forty two acres of land was acquired by George W. Stansfield on
December 26, 1894 from Maggie and James L. Hobbs. George and Sallie
Stansfield probably built this present house around 1910 and in 1923, who
conveyed the property to Thomas and Roger Stansfield. Thomas and

his sister, Josephine made their home here for many years. It is now
the property of the 95-216 Corporation.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Stansfield House faces west on the east side of Gorman Road, just
north of its intersection with I-95. It is a three bay wide, two bay
deep, two and a half story high, hipped roof, squarish, frame (covered
with asbestos shingles) building, resting on a stone foundation,with
wide, brick chimney set into the central corner of the northeast sec-
tion of the house, and a jerkin roofed, central, east and west dormer
window, which holds a tripartite, horizontal, rectangular window, each
component a nine light casement window, separated and flanked by flat
wooden pilasters, underlined by a flat wooden sill and surmounted by

a flat wooden lintel. A one story high, hipped roof, open porch runs
along the entire south and west elevations, supported by nine wooden,
doric columns and two half columns. Cement piles support the wooden
landing of the porch, its central, gabled roof (running east-west)
entrance portico and pediment, supported by two similar doric columns.
Fenestration for the house is proportionally scaled. Almost all the
windows are rectangular and double-hung, holding six-over-one lights,
underlined by flat wooden sills. The five second floor windows on the
west facade are decorated by wooden shutters.

THE WEST FACADE

The west facade features a central, rectangular, thirteen gothic arched
and triangular shaped light entrance, flanked by vertical, leaden paned
side lights, and surmounted by a leaden paned transom. Single rectangular
windows rest on each side of the entrance. They hold ten-over-one lights.
Five, second floor, double-hung windows, similar to those described,

rest above.

THE SOUTH ELEVATION

The south elevation features a central rectangular, three-three light,
shuttered, french door, which is flanked by six-over-one light, rectan-
gular windows, similar to those described. Two similar, second floor
windows are placed on each side of this wall.

THE NORTH ELEVATION

The north elevation holds a double, hipped roof, bay window, which runs
along this entire elevation. The west side holds a more recessed bay,
holding two six-over-one light windows and a central six light cellar
window in its foundation, while the east side holds a connecting but
deeper bay, which holds two central, six-over-one light windows, similar
to those already described, which are vertically aligned to six light,
basement windows inset into its foundation. A smaller, rectangular,
double-hung, west side window of this bay, holds four-over-four lights,
while its east side holds a double four-four light casement window.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Two second floor, rectangular, six-over-one light windows rest above.

THE EAST ELEVATION

Along the north half of the east elevation runs a four bay wide, one
bay deep, hipped roof, frame (covered with asbestus shingles) appendage.
Its north wall holds a four-over-one light window‘ . Four wooden steps
with wooden railing lead to a rectangular entrance in the north bay of
its east wall. Three four-over one light, double-hung, rectangular
windows rest south of the entrance. No apertures occur on its south
wall.

Along the south half of the east elevation are placed two rectangular,
double-hung, six-over-one light windows, similar to those described.
Beneath rests a six light basement window in the south bay and a cellar
entrance in the second south bay. A second floor rectangularly shaped,
oriele window is placed on the south side of the east wall, fitting
perfectly beneath the deep cornice which runs around the perimeter of
the roofline. Two further six-over-one light, second floor windows,
similar to those described are placed in the central and north bays of
this wall.

THE INTERIOR

The interior features a central hall plan with two rooms off each side
of the hall. Hardwood floors are found throughout the house. Door
and window frames are composed of wide flat pilasters and wide flat
lintels with caps.

Five wide wooden steps on the north elevation of the open porch, running
along the west and south walls are presently the only access to that
porch, which originally featured other sets of stairs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stansfield House is significant architecturally as an example of
an early twentieth century, transitional, tent or hipped roof, square
box plan, featuring double pile organization, while maintaining the
prevalent central hall plan, featured in most of the mid-nineteenth
century, vernacular frame houses of Howard County.

In the first decade of the twentieth century, the interior plan was
being opened up and generally the staircase was placed in a corner of
the house, rather than the center. We find this in the Bayard Easter
House and the Zepp Farm on Route 108 in Clarksville.

Here, however, we find the central hall plan,which is found in the
McGregor House on Montgomery Road.

Very large, wide, openings from this hall into the first floor parlor and
dining room, however, aid in opening up this hall, allowing the interior
space to flow freely.

Historically, the Stansfield family acquired this property on December
26, 1894, when Maggie M. Hobbs and James L. Hobbs sold 42.892 acres

of land to George W. Stansfield. On January 15, 1923, some thirty
years later, he and Sallie M. Stansfield conveyed the property to
Thomas W. and Roger S. Stansfield, who were presumably their two sons.
Five years later, Roger conveyed his interest in the property to Thomas
W. Stansfield, who lived there until 1969, when he conveyed the pro-
perty to Woodbrier Enterprises, Inc. "preserving, however, joint life
estates in the said Grantor herein (himself) and his sister, Josephine
Stansfield, and the survivor of them, in and to all the property hereby
conveyed." Together, this brother and sister 1lived in the house,
bringing up a niece, all of whom have since died. Mr. Robert Young,

a member of the staff of the 95-216 Corporation, present owner, found
an old World War I uniform in one of the closets,which may have be-
longed to Thomas Stansfield. Family bibles and a First Communion

dress were also found.

The house was probably constructed by George and Sallie Stansfield in
the first decade of the twentieth century.

In conclusion, the Stansfield House is of interest in the field of local

history, as well as noteworthy architecturally as a good example of early
twentieth century architecture.
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~Location: Gorman Road, North of I-95
Laurel, Maryland
Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A.I.C.P.
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