HO-181

The R. Hook Log House

Cooksville

Private 1850

The Alexander Sands or R. Hook Log House faces east on the south side
of Route 144, just east of its intersection with Route 97.

It is a two bay wide, one room deep, one story high, gable, tin roof
(running north-south) log house, with one story high, shed roofed, frame
appendages along the east and west elevations, and a central, square
brick chimney inset into the south wall.

The R. Hook Log House is located on what was once a forty acre piece of
a larger tract of land called "Trusty Friend", which Sarah Hobbs Hood
inherited from her father, Captain Thomas Hobbs in 1824. Sarah Hobbs
married Thomas Hood, one of the first commissioners of Howard County,
Maryland. It was they who sold it to Robert Hook on January 1, 1854.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Alexander Sands or R. Hook Log House faces east on the south side
of Route 144, just east of its intersection with Route 97.

It is a two bay wide, one room deep, one story high, gable, tin roof
(running north-south) log house, with one story high, shed roofed, frame
appendages along the east and west elevations, and a central, square
brick chimney inset into the south wall.

THE SOUTH ELEVATION

This elevation holds no first floor apertures, but does feature two
rectangular, double-hung second floor windows. Part of this log wall
is faced with shingles.

THE NORTH ELEVATION

The north elevation holds a central, first floor, rectangular, double-
hung window, holding two-over-two lights and a similar second floor win-
dow above. The north wall of the west wing holds an eight light rec-
tangular entrance door, flanked by two light windows.

The north wall of the east wing holds an end bay, rectangular entrance
door. The remainder of this wall is enclosed by four, double-hung, rec-
tangular windows, holding one-over-one lights, divided in half by a flat
pilaster.

THE EAST WALL

The east wall holds a squarish,one light window at each end, with a tall,
central one light rectangular window. Between this latter window and
the end windows rests,on the south,a three-three light casement window
and on the north,a three-over-three light,rectangular window.

THE WEST WALL

The west wall of the west appendage holds three connecting, one-over-
one light windows, which creates an enclosed porch.

This log cabin is modestly constructed, and the log and stone construc-

tion of the north and south elevations painted white, with the exception
of a small area on the south elevation covered by shingles.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The R. Hook Log House is significant architecturally and historically
to Howard County and the State of Maryland as a mid-nineteenth century
example of vernacular log architecture, situated on what was once a
forty acre piece of a large tract of land called "Trusty Friend", which
Sarah Hobbs Hood inherited from her father, Captain Thomas Hobbs in
1824. Sarah Hobbs married Thomas Hood, one of the first commissioners
of Howard County, Maryland. Whether this log house was constructed in
1795 in conjunction with the brick house on the opposite side of Route
144, called "Trusty Friend" is not known. It certainly dates from the
year 1854, when Robert Hook bought the property and is noted at this
location in 1860 on the Martennet Map.

Associated with the Hobbs and Hood families of Howard County, this log
structure should be considered for the National Register, the State Cri-
tical Areas Program and any local landmark ordinance the citizens of
Howard County may seek to initiate, should its owners so desire.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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nMAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Interview with Mr. Charles W. Robb, former owner of "Trusty Friend".
Howard County Land Records

Robb, Charles McComus, History of Trusty Friend.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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TITLE SeARCH

prepared by Cleora Thompson, A.I.C.P.

HO-181 The R. Hook Log House

Grantor

Margaret M. Barry

Sadie B. Smith & Walter
J. Smith

Walter J. Smith

"Excepting . . . one half acre"

Richard B. Johnson
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Walter J. Smith & Sadie B.

Margaret Barry
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Robert Hook
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2 acres t
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$2,700
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Note:Sarah Hobbs Hood inherited this 40 acres, P/O tract of land called "Trusty Friend" from her father,

Captain Hobbs in 1824.
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Name: HO-181
The R. Hook Log House

Location: 14459 Frederick Road
Cooksville, Maryland 21723
Photographer: Cleora B. Thompson, A.I.C.P.

Date of Photograph: February, 1980 .

Negatives in possession of the Maryland Historical Trust
View: North elevation of the R. Hook Log House
Photographer looking: South

Photograph number: l1of1l



