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BY HIS GRACE Circa 1790
Glenwood

Private

Representative of the fine stone houses which dot Howard County, Maryland, By
His Grace has not been changed and then "changed back" but has retained its
original form which the Reverend and Mrs. Virgil Van Street, present owners,
have enhanced and maintained.

Three bays wide and one room deep with south of center ground
floor east door and central second floor west dcor which on this evaluation
is ground floor, By His Grace features a wide brick chimney on its south wall,
rectangular double-hung fenestration with six-over-six Tites, proportionally
scaled and vertically aligned on its exterior, and original mantles and wide
random width floors in its interior.

By His Grace, with its simple and uncluttered lines is significant
as a part of the neighboring } New Year's Gift,
constructed circa 1790 and also as a continuing landmark in the future history
of Howard County.
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7. DESCRIPTION . L
° (Check One) _
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL ({f known) PNVSICAL APPEARANCE

By His Grace is a three bay wide, two bay deep three and a half story
stone house on the east and two and a half story stone house on the west.
Its gabled roof runs north-south, with a wide brick chimney centered into its
south wall. A rectangular batten/wood east door is slightly south of center.
Fenestration is rectangular, double-hung with six-over-six 1lites, decorated
with flat stone Tintels and flat wooden sills and shutters. Two four lite
attic windows are placed in the south wall and a central 4 lite square attic
window in its north wall. A shed roofed one story screened-in porch lies
along the ground floor of the west wall of the house which is really the
second floor.

The second floor (ground floor on the west e1evat1on) holds a central
open bible and cross paneled door and a dutch door in the north bay.

A one story brick garage lies along the south wall of the house which
has now been converted into a service area with bath and work space. A nine
lite rectangular door is centered into its east wall. A stone retaining wall
runs north of the house from its northeast corner, balancing the one story
brick addition.

The interior features wide, random width floors, a large stone fire-
place on the ground floor with stretcher stone flat arched lintel and key-
stone while fireplaces on the second and third floors feature stretchen
brick flat arched lintels and keystone with original Georgian mantles. The
stone fireplace at New Year's Gift with keystone marked 1788 is amost
identical to the stone fireplace found here ' and may point to
a similar time of construction. The Tiving room fireplace is flanked by
pilasters and surmounted by architrave and wide mantlepiece. Enclosed
staircases from second to third floors and third floor to attic appear
original to the house.

A pond Ties west of the house which is surrounded by boxwood gardens.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
By His

Grace probably dates circa 1788, the date of the construction of the stone
hows e incorporated into New Year's Gift.

Ovned by the late Ludwell Denny, Foreign Editor of the Scripps Howard
papers, who also owned New Year's Gift, By His Grace was purchased by the
Reverend Virgil Van Street in 1950. At that time Mr. Denny indicated to
the Reverend Van Street that the two houses were very closely dated and
built between the years 1780 and 1790. A keystone on which is inscribed
the date 1788 decorate the fireplace in Villa de Speranza (New Year's
Gift). B _
The stretcher stone lintel above the fireplace of By His Grace on the
south wall is very similar to that which is inscribed with the date 1788
at Villa de Speranza,

For these reasons, the house probably dates circa 1790, and should be
placed on the National Register as an outstanding example of this simple
stone house architecture, Any future land mark legislation as well as the
State Critical Areas Program should also include this outstanding building
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Warfield, J.D, Founders of Ann Arundel and Howard Counties, Md., ﬁ. L4

14, 1977.

. Notes of the Reverend Virgil Van Street from the Howard County Historical

Society, 1976. '

Interview with Mrs, Ellen Wakefield Ottenritter, at By His.Grace, March
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