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The Joshua Roberts Inn
Cooksville Early 19th Century
Private

Apparently the original house was a two story, three bay gable-
roofed stone structure with central entrance door and two brick chim-
neys in the west and northeast walls. An eastern addition is a two
and a half story three bay federal structure with dormer windows in
gable-roof, west bay entrance door, and brick chimney inset into the
east wall.

Stone patios on the north and west are enclosed by a wrought iron
fence and north and south gates.

The Joshua Roberts Inn was notable as one of the finest inns be-
tween Baltimore and Frederick. In 1825 General Lafayette stopped here
on his tour of Maryland. At breakfast he was joined by General Thomas
Hood, Mr. Joshua Hood, Daniel Warfield and others.

The property is presently for sale. It is hoped that any future
owner will appreciate the leading role that Roberts Inn played in the
early days of travel along the National Pike.
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This old inn is located approximately 1/8 mile from the intersection of
Rt. 97 north on Rt, 14 (Old Frederick Road, the''National Pike'" from Balti-
more to Frederick, It is located on the north side of the old pike and set
back from the road. Northwest of the inn, is an old barn and east of the
inn i9 an additional place for drovers and livestock, which is now '"Chick's
Place'', a local - This latter building has been considerably altered
while the old inn used by the gentry or carriage trade remains a private
residence and very much as it appeared in its hey day.

It is a Federal stone building covered with stucco and consists of a
west and east section with the main entrance facing south,

It is built on land once a part of Repentance and Noah's Ark which were
mid-18th Century Hobbs grants. According to Celia Holland, a local historiapn
some believe it to have been the original seat of the Hobbs fami ly &k Upper
Arundel, The more modesty scaled three bay wide and two story high we
section of the house antedates the larger federal east section. Thdﬂﬁormer
windows inset into the gable roof in this latter section S@fftain rectangular ]
double hung windews with six-over =six lites and an arched wooden lintel in-
serted into the ciosed pediment of the dormer.windows in bath sections of
thé south facade are proportionally scaled with shutters on the first floor

-

1

\ T Th|s sectlon contanns a central rectangular doorway
With a wooden cross panelled door surmounted by a 4 lite transom. The west
elevation at this section contains three windows, a first floor double hung
window with two-over-two lites, a second story double hung window with six-
over-six sites and a 4 lite window in the gable end of the roof. A brick
chimney is inset into the west wall.. This side of the house has been covered
Lith white aluminum siding. The federal east section of the house contains
p rectangular door in the west bay surmounted by a three lite transom. A
latern's' located on each side @f the door. The west facade at this section
contains a rectangular door. A store pat|o runs -along the entire south
Facade, and is encompassed by a wrought,iron fence. Another wrougﬁriron
Fence W|th two stone columns supporting a wrought iron entrance gate en-
compasses @ further area south .and west of the inn which contains a number
bf evergreen trees.

The eest facade @€ the house contains no windows and has a brick chim-
hey in. its east wall, .

The north elevation has an old brick chimney located on the northeast
forner at the west section. There is a deep set rectangular wooden door
located in the east bay with four lites, Two stone steps lead to the door.
A small window to the west of the door has three-over-three lites. Above
this window on the second floor is a larger six-over-six lite double=hung

Wwindow. A third window with six-over-six lites is inserted into the wall
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This structure's significance lies in many areas., It is historic

for it has connections with the Hobbs grants of Noah's Ark and Repentance.
it may very well be the original seat of the Hobb's family, More important,
however, is its place in the whole panorama of the opening up of the westa
of its connection to the building af a national pike from Baltimore to the
Ohio River. It's significance lies in the field of communications, com-
merce, industry, transportation and the whole social-humanitarian scene

of the early 1800's,

Arch - Architecturally it represents a good example of vernacular
Maryland architecture, built of stone prevelant in the area &nd growing
as the needs or exigencies of the day required. In this case a national
pike was built right in front of the property. As the carriage trade in-
creased with a demand for more sumptuous meals and more proper lodging
which was met by the east addition representative architectually of the
federal period.
site plan give the building a wholeness and integrity in spite of a dis-
parity in the ages of the two sections. The building remains on its
original site, with little or no alteration and is well maintained.

Commerce: This structure played a role in the development of the
commerce of our nation. By providing refreshment and lodging, the Maryland
Inn encouraged travel. @&reat Conestoga wagons, canvas covered and drawn
by six to twelve hourses carned tons of wheat and whiskey to the Baltimore
wharves and warehouses. Merchandise from Europe and the eastern sea board
was carned to the Ohio River on the return trip. ‘*Ndw%'on'm"% of men
and beasts required stopping places, it is said thatjevery two mi es ,dhe
travel encouraged by the National Pike and its way side inns increased
and with this increase went a demand for more ships to ply the waters
between Europe and America. The port of Baltimore =nd Camden became
the place for the busy ship building industry. The Baltimore Clipper was

in great demand.

Social-Humanitarian: The inn served as a meeting place and encourﬁéd
trodps, circuses, the®Y Yicals and the whole entertainment field, The
Joshua Roberts Inn was for the carriage trade. In 1825 General Lafayette
stopped here on his tour &€ Maryland, &t breakfast his admirers - '‘Gen-

The in®s simple straight forward lines and well integrated

eral Thomas Hood, Mr, Joshua Hood, Daniel Warfield and others"'dgined,hﬁn

Transportation: As a wayside inm. , Joshua Roberts Tavern served as

Lanintegral part of the movement Of wheat and whiskey to Baltimore and

PS =709
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‘The Sunday Sun-Sunday Magazine, March 29, 1975, p.§q.s.
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7. Description continued.
section. A one story, one bay square appendage with entrance door on the north S
surmounted by a four-lite transom, two steps lead to this entrance.

The original barbecue pit is located north of the entrances and is joined
to the main structure by a stone patio and enclosed by a wrought iron fence.




Significance Continued KJC)“E;

merchandise back to Ohio, along the way was a stopping place of some sort.

As the Stagecoaches appeared, it was important to have more frequent stopping
places with more comfortable accommodations for travelers. As many as sixteen
coaches a day might pass a given point. Enterpeneurs were encouraged to go
west and investigate as these Inns spramg up to accommodate them.

Communications: The national pike from Baltimore to the Ohio River set
up @ line of communication with the west as well as a means of transport, The
inn played a vital role as it was a gathering place along the way where
travelers congregated and spun their tall tales as well as exchanging vital
and important information. Men such as Andrew Jackson, William Henry Harrison
Martin Van Buren, Johnny Appleseed and Davy Crocket may well have spent an
evening here. Trogps of entertaineg§- minstrels, actors, musicians, toured
these inns and served as a communication link as they were constantly traveling
between east and west. The inn served as a meeting place for all these groups
to communicate.
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