HA-1585

Berry Farm Complex

Summary

This site contains much more than the log bank house recorded in this report. There

are other buildings as well as a tale
than the 1980's. 1In 1980, this is pe
since it represents the continuation
the United States. Purely in archite

nted black man who perhaps belongs more to the 1890's
rhaps one of Harford County's most important sites,

of an aspect of agrarian society long since gone from
ctural terms, the Berry Farm house is another example of

the bank building so well suited to the hilly terrain of Harford County.
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DESCRIPTION Hk-1558
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Berry Farm complex is located at the end of a dirt land running north off of
Rock Ridge Road, in the vicinity of Rocks, Maryland. The entire complex consists of
a late 19th or early 20th century farmhouse, and numerous outbuildings, as well as a
log bank house. It is the log bank house which was examined in October 1980 and which
is described in this report. Loss of survey funds prevented further intensive recording,
an unfortunate circumstance since as the accompanying article reveals, much may be known
of Albert Berry, the ax handle maker, but little is known of his environment.

This abandoned log bank house is built on the side of a hill, and faces south. It
is 2 stories high with a raised rubble stone foundation, exposed on the north to the
height of one story. Later frame sheds run off the west elevation.

The main block has a center entrance plan on the south, with a blind bay to the
west and a 6/6 window on the east. There were two 6/3 windows at second floor level.

There is a one story shed roof porch supported by 4X4 posts. The area sheltered by this
porch was painted "barn red".

The east elevation is blind except for a small attic level opening that straddles
the chimney. The logs are covered with wide (12") vertical boards attached with cut-
nails except the gable end which has weatherboards. The north elevation has a symmetrical
window placement - two 6/3 in the second floor, two 6/6 on the first floor, and two 6/3
in the basement level. The north elevation is covered with 9" rabbeted vertical boz~*.
fastened with wire nails. The west elevation has one 6/6 window at first floor le s
is blind at the second story, and has an attic light.

The house is sheltered by a gable end roof, with exposed rafters to which are
attached plain boards, thus creating a simple cornice (soffit and fascia). The roof
overhangs the gable ends by appreximately 12" and there are plain rake boards.

The interior has a one room down one room up plan, (the latter divided into two
rooms at a later time).

The basement has stone piers and a brick arch to carry the weight of the flue
above, with alater flue tap above the arch. The basement floor has puncheons resting
directly on the dirt, and the floor is of 2 1/2" tongue and groove planking, fastened
with wire nails, suggesting a total floor replacement at some point. An unexplained
feature of the basement is the frame wall on the west, which may be replacement work.
However, the stone work on the ends of the north and south looks as though no altera-
tions have occured.

The first floor has a space heater tap in the brick flue and is lighted by windows
on three sides. There is evidence of an earlier door on the west wall, now closed up.
The room was trimmed out with 1 3/4" tongue and groove boards for the ceiling, and a
1 X 5 baseboard. The flooring is random width boards fastened with cut nails. In the
east is a winding stairway enclosed with beaded tongue and groove panelling. The walls
are plastered with no lathing, and two periods of white wash and a later covering of
'baby blue' paint were observed. The latter seems to have been a popular finish co”

(See Description continuation Sheet #1)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Like many other farmsites visited during the Harford County Survey the Berry Farm
is multi-faceted in its historical resources having in this case a particular ability
to teach about more than one aspect of history. For instance, its many farm buildings
which form a complex on a very hilly tract of land near Rocks, together with the antique
agricultural equipment in them tell much about various phases of farming in Harford
County. The oldest building on the farm is a log bankhouse built by Albert Berry Sr.
for his father. Both men were slaves and this house says a great deal about the life-
style of that first generation of freed slaves.

Albert Berry Jr., the present owner, represents yet another resource. At age 88
(Nov. '80) he is the human link with the people, objects and events which make this farm
.+he extremely informative site that it is. In addition to informing us of the actual
rcumstances of his father and grandfather on this farm Mr. Berry is at the same time
an authority on the craft of shaping handles for axes, mauls and other hand held tools.
He has been crafting axe handles since he was 15 and his handles are still much in demand
by Baltimore County's larges quarry, the Texas Limestone operation operated by the
Campbell Family), a large farm co-opprative and many local outlets. His shop complete
with its 1910 tractor-operated belt-driven lathe is in itself an important site. The man,
his shop and product are all a striking reminder that computerized productions of syn-
thecic objects for the masses is still relatively recent.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Description Continuation Sheet #1

HA-1585
The Berry Farm Complex

in rural dwellings, according to one older oral informant in Harford County.
The same wall treatment is found on the second floor.

The second floor has been partitioned into two small rooms, a hallway
sometime in the early 20th century, juging by the materials. The following
observations were made. The roof rafters are treepoles squared at the ends
only, and mitred at the ridge with no ridgeboard. The attic joists rest on
a hewn plate log, and the end joists are tied into the chimney stack. The
second floor ceiling is created by the exposed attic joists and attic flooring.
The gable end studs may be vertical mechanically sawn and are affixed to the
plate log with cut nails.

Approximately east of the house is the foundation of a ice house, of poured
concrete, measuring 12' X 13'. Approximately 88' north of the house (further
downhill) are the foundations of a privy, 11'X15'. Pieces of glassware and
crockery were scattered at the latter spot, which had also been used as a trash
burning site in more recent times.



HA=-1585

Zerry Farm Complex

Addandum

This is a brief descrivtion of the abandoned frame house
standing southwest of the main complex of buildinzs at the Ferry Farm

Vil

site.

It is a 1} story frame bank house facinz south into a hillside,
with a rubolestone foundation, The basic tlan ie the same as the log
cank house already described, ie. a 1/ story dwellins with a basement
sitchen, including a cooking fircnlace, and two rooms above. The
stairway has the same relationship to the chimney as well, with winding
steps to the half story (upver level) attached around the chinney.

Ihe house incorvorates hewn vosts and bzams, vlates and sills, and
Jjoists, but has verticall—- sawn studs with cut nails. To the northeas
are rniodern additions,.

The decaving condition of this semi-collapsed house or
more detailed interior and exterior examination. Apparently the
structure has been useé for the storage of hay for many wears, and

this weakened the floor causins the inevitable collaypse,
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ALBERT BERRY

757772 Sept. 30, 1967
198/221 April 27, 1926
134/242 Sept. 20, 1911
104/180 April 7, 1902
46/112 November 11, 1882
30/396 June 13, 1874
28/343 November 9, 1872
30/387

30/272

29/390

28/343

16/299

7/101

Willbook CWB 7/427 ( ,1857)

Grantor:
Grantee:

Grantor:
Grantee:
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Grantor:
Grantee:
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Grantor:
Grantee:
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Grantee:
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Grantee:
Grantor:
Grantee:

Grantor:
Grantee:
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Grantee:

Grantor:
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TITLE SEARCH

Zero Inc.

HA=- 1585

Albert and Edith (wf) Berry

Albert Berry and Martha A.

son Albert

H. Berry

The farm on which they now reside
consisting of 4 parcesl totalling

61 acres.

Albert and
Albert Jr.

1. Part of "Streets Pleasant
Hil1s" (via 46/11a and 30/396)

Martha

2. 23 + ac. on Rock Ridge
(via 104/180)

Mary E. Rog

ers

H. B. 23 + ac she inherited from her
father E. Stanley Rogers

Joshua and Eliza Jones

Albert Berry
part of Streets Pleasant Hills"

excepting 1

Ann Street
Eliza Jones

2 acres.

37 + acres part of Streets Pleasant

Hills (Mortg. release)

Ann Street
Josh. Jones

- 1 ac, part of land conveyed

by will of
Ann Street

by will of
Ann Street

by will of
Ann Street

by will of
Ann Street

by will of
Ann Street

by will of
Ann Street

et al
and wf.

father Wm.

father Wm.

father Wm.

father Wm.

father Wm.

father Wm.

Street,

Street,

Street,

Street,

Street,

Street,

Senior

Senior

Senior

Senior

Senior

Senior



HA~ 1585 Berry Farm Complex

Marriage Records

Book 1/ 13 & 55 August 28, 1869 Albert Berry (col'd) and Sarah
J. Evans (Col'd)

Sept. 2, 1869 Albert Berry, 25 yrs, Blk, laborer
married Sarah, aged 23

(few if any identified colored names aren't until spring
spring or summer 1866 i.e.
Jarrett & Anna Butler Sept. 23, 1962
Lewis Fellman & Cordelia Wilson Jan. 31, 1966
Jon. Waters & Emeline Harris Feb. 21, 1966

plus

10 couples in 1866
17 couples in 1867
6 couples in 1868
23 couples in 1869
including the Berry's

Jan. 27, 1882 Albert Berry & Martha A. Cornish
no record



By KATY DALLAM 6**"?“ ,

“I can’t make 'em hke 1 used to,” Albert Berry of Rock
Ridge road insists But at 87, he is still produeing nurnerous
wooden handles for axes, sledge haminers, ball peen ham-
mers. claw hamrers and hatchets.

Drawn down the lane by the sound of a running engine, a
stranger rounds a corner of an old- wooden huilding and
spols Mr Berry hending over a eircular saw table. 1le looks
up, smiles broadly, raises his hand in a eountry wave, and
continues cutting,

s hands move with strength and lamiliarity, and the
bile of sawdust on the tloor grows as he finishes cutting the
piece He walks to the end of the shed to turn of} the tractor
which powers the saw. The burkding stops vibrating and
settles into comlortable silence.

‘Many A Thousand’

Mr. Berry gestures to the Inachinery around the shop. *]
used to shave out handles with my Daddy Shaved 'emn with
adrawing knite, 1'd do 'bout a dozen a day. Betore 1 lost the
sight in one eye. I could do that Iany an hour by machine.

“Been many a thousand sent away (rom here. I've made
these handles since I was "hout (5. Been many a thousand
sent away trom here ™

He picks up the rongh-cut piece, **I used to cut the wood
My own sell. I'd go out into the woods, cut the logs, rip the
wood into small pieces, and let it dry.

“See those piles? They’re all ditferent plank thicknesses
tor dilterent handles ” The cross stacked piles tower over
Mr. Berry. “Ilet 'em dry six months anyhow.

“Now | buy my wood at C.D. Milleror Johnson Saw Mill.
You got to be caretul when you piek out hiekory. You can
get some brashy stulf that ain’t very good. It'l] break easy,

“’Course you got such awkward people now. Don’t know

Lite vest Ax 1 iandles Around

b\’ﬁhow to use tools. They break’em by using the handle "stead
of the hammer. These young people don’t want lessons,

though.”
Rough Cut :

Alter the wood has dried properly, Mr. Berry rough-cuts
it until its shape resembles a rifle. Then he puts the vough
cut piece and a pattern pieee on an ax handle Lathe and cuts
it to its linal shape. Iinally, Mr. Berry smooths the prece on
a sander and puts it in a pile with others of the same
variety o

The machines in Al Berry’s workshop are trusted
working companions. The venerable ax handle lathe has
been on Mr. Berry’s property since 1910. Made by the Ober
Manutacturing Company of Mt. Guilt, Ohio, it occasionalty
breaks down. ' fix it, but | ean’t get no more parts tor it
That company’s gone out of business.”

The saw and the sander are run by tractor, * boughl that
John Deere in 1945 from J. M. Dooley at Carditi 1t still runs
good.” : !

Mr. Berry carefully but easily climbs over the motiontess
long belt running fromn tractor to saw 1 try to keep some
handles made ahead Then when orders comie in, all | have
to do is cut and sandpaper 'em.” he says in tacttul
reference to the interruption ot his morning’s work.

1 supply Southern States in Whitetord, Cockeysville, 13el
Air and over across the river in Rising Sun. 1 also sell to
Klein’s in Morest Hill. The Weaver Stone Company in Butler
bought pick ax handles tor breaking stone. My handles
were used when the Conowingo Dam was built. ‘The thid
dam up the river, the sate Harbor Dam, they bought iny
handles to build it, too.”

In Demand

Mr. Berry walks to a neighloring shed. ] gol things out

here for people. Over here, I'm supposed to put in new
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AL BERRY shapes an ax handle in his workshop located off Rocks Road.

l

shovel handles. Used to put in new handles for the County.
And here 're more tools to fix. People ¢ome up here and
leave off all kinds ol things. Even come out of York County
down here

“Miss Susan White ¢ome here with a TV erew to do a '

piece on me. Sat right there on that spreader tongue while I
worked. After she was here, people went erazy wantin’ my
stuff )

“*See that sled in the corner” We used that 60 years ago,
tv.oked the horses to it. That’s been here a long while.”’

lle survevs the ridge and the meadows sloping down on
either sidv “‘I used to farm this place. That field there
needs mowin'. 1did it last year, but I don’t suppose 1’1l get it
done this year. 1 had eorn and hay last year, but I haven’t
done em this year 1 had eorn and hay last year, but 1
haven’t done 'em this year. 1 sold my eows; I couldn't tend
to 'em.

1 was horn on this land In 1892, lived here all my life.”
He points to a dilapidated log house. ““That's where my
grandparents lived over 100 years ago. A kind ot eyclone
come along and mashed the roof ¢lean in. I should’ve kept it
up. but 1 didn't.”

At one time, Mr. Berry worked full time In addition to
making wooden handles. ““Years ago, I used to run a

- sawinill. Had it for seven gr cight years. The (irst frame

house I ever sawed Is the one by St. Mary’s, Pyiesville. That
was 60 years ago. - ¥ 3 P

*“Then I worked at Edgewood. We used to haul lumber on
trueks. I was the boss on one of the trueks, And I worked
with plumbing down there. I knowed where all the plpe lines
was. I did, but I wouldn't now. i

"1 liked it down there, hut the fellow who was working the
farin here left, so I had to come home. I used to do a little
blacksmithin’ here, too, but I don’t do it anymore,’’ he says,
pointing to an anvil on a stump.

A Changing County

Mr. Berry leads a quiet life. He rarely gets out at night, .
except Lo eat dinner and wateh television with his son’s
fomily. wholives a few yards behind Mr. Berry’'s house. His
wife died thiee months ago after a lung stay tn a nursing
home.

Albert Berry is used to solitude. From hls shop windows,
no other house is visible. The splendid isolation in which he
works is diffieult to find elsewhere in Harford County.
““They been wantin’ to buy this, but 1 won’t let ’em,” he
vows emphatically.

“sometimes | feel blue. As I ate breakfast, I used to

5
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A

G T

wateh the man at the plaee next door go to the harn. Now |
don’t even know the people there. 1 don't look out anymore

“Lots of places 1 go, I don’t recognize. They've changed
North Bend over there, it's a regular town now. Why, some
of these new places, you ain’t got any more than enough
room to get your ¢ar in.”

He glances over the fields and outbuildings whiech no man
living knows as well.as he. *“I ain’t pestered with a lot of
people,”” he deelares refleetively. “'Just the people who
bring work up here tor me to do:”

Wilson and Betsy Sniith of Bond’s 1orest Farm have
often visited Mr. Berry’s workshop. **You just ean’t get ax
handles anywhere else as good as Al Berry's. Most handles
are kiln dried for mass produetion. Al Berry makes sure the
hiekory trees are eut at the proper time. when the sap's
lowest. Then he dries them naturali» That’s why Ins
handles are far superior,’* explains Mr. Smith.

“My Unele George hought about 200 double trees (yokes)
and single trees from Al Berry. He used them on the work
horses. Beautitul pieces of work,” Mr. Smith rememboers
admiringly.

Albert Berry also makes adze handles and broad ax
handles. Did he tel) you that? Not many people mmake broad
ax handles anymore They have to have an offset. a ¢ronk

< in the handle. The handice can be eithr night handed or lel

handed, depending on which slde of the wood you’re

working. He really Is an Incredible man,” asserfs John

Sullivan of Bon Air. . : ;
) ¢ 3 "¢ PAEe

. : Many Contributions ' . ;

- An unprepossessing, dignilied man, whose faee has no
trace of wrinkles, Albert Berry would never use a
superlative in selt-deseription. Only his repeated, ‘Been
many a thousand sent away from here,” betrays a
justifiable pride in his lifetime ¢raft.

Yet, this gently worded statement ls awesome in
retrospect. During the last 72 years, the work of single
man has been a significant factor in the Hfe and growth of
Harford County 1lis hands have been respunsible tor the
tools which helped to build a hydro-etectrie dam: to quarry
stone; to maintain roads; to chop firewood: and to erect
houses. Hartord Countians have used, in hundreds of ways,
the tools ot which Albert Berry’s handles are a part.

To whal does Mr. Berry attribute his remarkable agility
and produetivity” He replies without hesitation. *'1 guess
the Good l.ord blessed me,” Albert Berry solemnly

acknowledges. N )4_ / 5_57 5
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HA-1585

Berry Farm
Rocks, Md.
Phillip R. Lord
Northeast
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Berry Farm
Rocks, Md.
Phillip R. Lord
South
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Berry Farm
Rocks, Md.
Phillip R. Lord
Southeast
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