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Ames Methodist Church
214 Baltimore Pike
Bel Air

Private

Ames Methodist Church was the first black congregation in
Town (1876). It first met in a wagon shed which they moved
across the Pike. The original church is the east meeting room.
This simple and reverent carpenter gothic church was built in
1886. Particularly notable is the bell tower with carved decoration
and the wall brackets for kerosene lamps. A glass case in the
foyer holds exhibits relating to the history of the church and the
history of Harford County's black community. Members of Ames

Church have been leaders in that community since its founding in
1876.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small asphalt-sided, gable-roofed carpenter gothic church is on
the north side of the street at 214 Baltimore Pike, in the Town of Bel Air,
Harford County, Maryland. The building is composed of the central church
block with entrance tower, a lower addition to the rear, and the Sunday
School wing attached to the northeast corner of the rear additions and
projecting to the east. The three bay structure appears to rise to two
stories in the front elevation; these second story windows light the
balcony. The entrance is in the bell tower which forms the central bay
of the structure. Double five panel doors in a wooden surround are
topped by a pointed-arch two-paned transom. The windows in the three
sides of the tower and in the front elevations of the church block are
double-hung sash, 5/4, set in pointed-arch wooden surrounds. The fifth
pane in the top sash forms the point. Each pane is of a different color,
simulating but not copying stained glass. The entrance tower has a
diamond-shaped window with small panes set in a wooden surround at the
third level just beneath its hipped roof. The tower terminates in an
open belfry with decorative brackets in the angle between the cornice
and the four posts. A balustrade encircles the lower belfry's portion.
No bell hangs in the tower. The side elevations contain four bays with
similar but taller windows, 5/6. A side entry occurs in the last bay
of the west elevation. The back addition, which contains the choir
robing room and an extension of the chancel, has the same roof slope as
the main block but does not reach to the same height. The three bays
have two windows similar to those on the side elevation. The third
(west) bay has a four pane window set in a wooden surround. The
east two windows light the chancel. The smaller one lights the robing
room. The west elevation of the addition contains two bays, a five
panel door in a wooden surround to the north and a small pointed-arch
window to the south.

The gable-roofed meeting room attached to the back and east side
of the rear addition contains the oldest portion of the building, the
1876 warehouse the congregation purchased from Robert Bounds and hauled
across the Pike to the church lot. The front (south) elevation of the
ell has a five panel door set in a simple wooden surround flanked by
double-hung sash windows, 6/6. The side (east) elevation is divided
into three bays and exhibits three windows that match the front ones
with an outside brick stove chimney between the northernmost and the
center bay. The rear (north) ell elevation shows that the kitchen
was added to the meeting room in a shed-roofed addition to the eave of
the gable roof. Two 6/6 windows, one centered under the gable and one
centered under the shed, occur in this elevation. The entrance to the
kitchen is in the west elevation of the ell. The door has three
vertical panes in the upper half over horizontal panels. To the south
of the door is a 2/2 window.

The interior of the main block consists of the church proper --
chancel separated from the nave by the communion rail, and an entry
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This simple carpenter Gothic Church was the home of the first black
congregation in Bel Air. It is significant in Bel Air's architectural
history as an example of the belief of Christians both rich and poor
that Gothic was "the only proper style" for a church. It represents
the simple and reverent attitude of Bel Air's black community toward a
space for worship. Taken in its context, this church has the same
relation to the heavenly aspirations of the black community in Bel Air
as the Cathedral at Chartres had for the citizens of that medieval
town.
A second significance equal or greater in importance than the
architecture is the central and fundamental place this church and its
" congregation had for the emerging black citizens. Throughout American
history the church has been the one continuing organization blacks

have had for leadership training, fellowship and control of their lives.
This congregation provided that focal point for Bel Air's black community.
It was, and still is, the single most important institution in that
community.

The Bel Air black Methodist Episcopal congregation was part of
the Gunpowder Circuit of the Washington Conference around 1872. The
circuit rider had eight churches in his care. Each Sunday he held
meetings at two of them. That meant that each congregation heard
preaching once a month or so. In 1876 under the leadership of
Rev. Eden Hammon the congregation bought a wagon shed to use as a church.
They moved the building across the Baltimore Pike onto land they had
rented from the estate of Thomas Hays. The yearly rent was $20. This
building was incorporated into the present church in 1940 as part of
the meeting room in the east wing. After using the shed for ten years,
the congregation decided to build a more suitable building. Under the
leadership of Reverend T. H. Dansbury, the building committee, chaired
by Joseph Toney, purchased the lot for $600 and let a contract to
builder, Frank E. Calder. Calder offered to take down the old
building for $500 (which wasn't done) and build a new church for $900.
Some years later a parsonage was built on the lot; it is still next
door to the west but is no longer used as a parsonage. The church
was called the Ames African Methodist Episcopal Church. The congregation
was united with the Methodist Church in 1939, 1In 1964 it was transferred
to the Baltimore Conference. Since 1968 it has been part of the United
Methodist Church.
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foyer behind the screen supporting the balcony -- and the choir
robing room in the northwest corner of the rear addition (next to,
but separated from, the chancel). On the other side of the
chancel (to the northeast) is the passage to the meeting room.
Behind the passage is the kitchen.

The nave walls are white plaster above brown feathered
wainscotting. Four brackets for kerosene lamps remain on the
walls. The church was wired for electricity in the 1930's. The
two aisles and the chancel are carpeted in wine-colored broadloom.
The curved pews and the organ were donations from the white
Methodist Episcopal Church in Bel Air, used items that congregation
was replacing. A tapestry of the Last Supper hangs over the choir.
Three late Victorian chairs are behind the pulpit, an arm chair
and two side chairs.

Evidence of a boarded up bull's eye window on the inside of
the front (south) elevation suggests that the entrance tower was
not original. Other changes have been made over the years. As
late as 1940 the original church was still free-standing on the
lot to the north of the 1886 building. 1In that year it was moved
to its present position and extended to form the present meeting
room. The choir robing room and the kitchen were added at that
time. The chancel was extended back flush with the robing room,
and the balcony and corner staircase were added, along with the
partition which forms the entrance foyer in the rear of the church.
In the west end of the foyer is a glass case displaying historical
items about the church and about the black history of Bel Air.

The slightly Gothic touches to this small church make it
similar to many small country churches built in the 19th century
throughout the nation. Both the exterior and the interior of the
building exemplify a simple and reverent attitude toward the design
of a place of worship, a church designed in what was for the 19th
century "the only proper style" -- Gothic.
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A List of Ministers of the Ames Church

1876
1886
1200
1207
1911
1922

1929
1931

1937
1941
1944

Eden Hammon 1946
T. H. Dansbury 1949
John W. Carroll 1953
Columbus E. Brown
Charles H. Matthews 1958
Fairfax F. King 1960
George E. Curry 1964
Virgil N. S. Hughes 1969
Charles Carroll Nelson 1972
B. T. Perkins
Nathan Minor
Alvin Hall Whitefield
A. Edward Berry

(#8 cont'd)
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Rufus Abernathy, Sr.
Clarence L. Davis
Uzzah D. Chambers
Samuel Carter

Harry J. McDonald
Joseph W. Carroll
Isaac Abraham Sherman
J. David Townsend
George B. Gwynn
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AMES METHODIST CHURCH

15 May 1886
William F. Hays and George A. Hays
to
Methodist Episcopal Church $600
the lot on the Baltimore Pike
leased from Samuel Galloway, trustee
in the will of Thomas Hays
as well as the next west lot.
This lease was unrecorded but seems to have
been dated c. 1876. The ground rent is said
to have been $20 per year.

This land, like much land in and around
Bel Air, was owned by Thomas Hays. This
part was devised by Hays (1861, 7/752) to
his daughter, Sally, and her husband,
Samuel Galloway. If the couple left no
issue, the property was to pass to
Thomas Hays, Jr.



SURVEY NUMBER:
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST HA-1340

21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER:
SHAW HOUSE

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES:

Zone/Easti thi
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET one/Easting/Northing

Individual Structure Survey Form

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP:

PRESENT FORMAL NAME:
e S (N2t izt Clicn ch

COUNTY: HOfrd ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME;
TOWN: /Ael ({liqg Aarrf
LOCATION: PRESENT USE: (/) cxdcin
am Laltemgre Pt ORIGINAL USE: Joes2cl.
Bel cen ARCHITECT/ENGINEER :
COMMON NAME :
mes /M«a%aclcd Clocn cte BUILDER/CONTRACTOR :
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: (“figcrcte Foaanh &E. Paldec
OWNER : dadne 772 atels @P T THET i ,ﬂy,g PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE:
ADDRESS: 2/ Palfsme'l Cluee Excellent ( ) Good ( )
Bl dun Fair (¢) Poor: ( )

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME : CZ/LCJQLﬁJr)e%MLQ

Yes () No () Restricted(ba/ STYLE: epicatasy loatdore. CZL&#LO%]Zi é%%%ﬁmg
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT:
Local (. State () National ( ) e se

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
"Structural System
1. Foundation: Stone({)JBrick( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
2. Wall Structure
A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon( )

C. 1Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:

Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle (L)~
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( ) SV 7V‘77—
Bonding Pattern: Other:
4. Roof Structure
A. Truss: Wood(*)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
B. Other:

Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:
6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages: Porches( )Towers(b{&upolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys( )Sheds( )Ells (¥
Wings ( )Other:
Roof Style: Gable(Vfﬁlp( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )

Other:
Number of Stories: i} ' — P
Number of Bays: 2 Entrance Location: L}d3§ Le KX

B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )

3. Wall Covering: (Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )

5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle(bfgﬁeet Metal( )~

Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( Jith Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )

Approximate Dimensions: 277\ &7/
/

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES:

No Threat(y)Zoning( )Roads( ) Positive(«)Negative( )
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other:

Alteration ( )Other:

e




& Hi- 1340

ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION:

W W;—;_/ Mot plaattiadavt Srsri geattond oo coters o
: : /g(x(/ ) £ PN I Nnal q// F et R A4 27
@ﬂ/',‘//?z(/f,é/vﬂ’h“/ v dbro o L arn

4 s s Axhen . (s peco feen it Bed Gy Cleaincd
(%4 f/fﬂvj ; /,L/Mv :%//LJL/),[ U () /Zu

st ("(ﬁféld'uc/

Y,  drp Thac Cliaenx, onte, arm ctae s 2 f«zé( .
A G frA7n /45 i . /47,{ e o, P .
' ; / Lot /l/u/ Note vte an., bort ,

@L'W/J /’J//M///%ijc Z%%W/éwfﬂ/% /,/u?”, /(M /ﬂMj&@j L 2o
/&?C/AZ)% Adud e Ve CL;«ZZ choen . //‘74M % /‘Mj,’d/W{/L’ P TR 4.
il i on Ly Dpacdes Croat %:14/‘5//"‘” el S gzl 3

| gt Al oo L0 ; d/cé Clocine b wvaedc /770

[// 4/(,/ %/V'-« ’/ A )M’ﬁ/ : . Ve /@,4(,_// 1 W M o g . (LA A )

/ax_’a,%@w&w/. W b frts é{ﬁ/ #nott 7 ,

)

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: .
ot Mecche Chunch o Bel i o
A Mok Che M dert Clorcl eca Zo ’ |

™ @//4#&&2//%0& o At W 1976 wilen %/M%fmwﬂ%m gbec! g 7744}:/»?7

acrses L et o a fented LT /%%7/&% fle Lot (856 freare e Keacrd
4 Cﬁﬁkﬂiﬂlo%j&/iﬂQdAéb/qéﬁﬂLﬂor tecent Ccocte /9490 ku?muff ?ﬁquA aH&c4,

es AR A fou a//L;«( I @v’f/v Q. 771,/7,415/ o frm an 2l rn fu! d‘—‘ﬂc&c,;« 7640 o W/WM;LZ

I /MJ’ Fati.on ) @/Lﬁ-(./‘v /)M‘M‘/'-" Apv21n adc/ld v ¥ /ZC%WM . (zif#{/) «é;(-//imc&a//nc

i — /ﬂau[(?le :,d/o’z d,/tOZua/Aa/M &6/6/107 710 L pg C/A%(/(C/[L

A-al  @taiaans eiacked ¥
4/7 D&Wiz?ﬁtﬁi«u hatd. /Z’ cawg W/}J‘L ,&W?c ~ gum/ﬂ; Selegel Uaaa
REFERENCES:

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

. 2 Open Lane( )Woodland{ )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up( )Densely Built Up{ )
Residential ( )Commercial (i
Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development( )

Other:

L?M» %W

RECORDED BY: 1
0o 1) Eﬁj Cun

. ORGANIZATION*
/ % 19718

DATE RECORDED:




Y

KITCHEN

CHOIR
ROBING

CHOIR

OCRGAN

STORAQGE

PULPIT

MEETING
ROOM

ALTAR

COMMUINION

I
I
I
I
|

PISPLAY
CAS

RAVL

PIANG

rs nrr

N
)

B wwn By: Mariyn Larew

TRAcED BY! G. Cuno

AMES METHODIST CHURCH

|8 &

| HA- 1340




HA - 7340

Qs JleHhiodoat Cherich,
Z ’9/ .é)a}/h/mﬁ{ . M

Bel dun

R e U

WAKEFIELD
MANOR







Ua = i2gp Comae Putbadyet Chon e 21V Bally Tiky, 5efticy
o lrar

/N Fanger; 1979







Ba-isyn  Canes Delhedset bk, 214 Bl Bode. Bl dici
W v wtzﬁr
N A, 197G






HA - 1340






zz//vw’ﬂj 5/7 ﬂ%é’/i Jee Hevcre: /- (22«;»'1/'4
HA - 1340






a/jac‘/(;f g 55/7% WU/YLZ,,/ /ZLZ% %ot (‘/LL
HA - 13%¢







HA - 134






Ames 70/,%,0 Acat Chicicly

HA - 1347












HA - 1390



