HA-1338 c. 1885-1890

House

200 Archer Street
Bel Air

Private

This little shotgun house is utterly plain except for two
remaining scroll brackets on the front porch. It has recently
changed hands and looks forward to a sprucing up.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two and a half story shiplap-sided shot-gun house is at
200 Archer Street in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland.
It is unaltered in shape, but the shed kitchen to the rear (west)
is now constructed of cement block. Originally it was probably
shiplap, too. This house, while simpler than its altered neighbors,
was once slightly more elegant. While its front gable has no
ornament, the shed roofed porch has stock turned posts and carved
brackets which raises it a step above its plainer neighbors. 1Its
windows are 4/4 double-hung sash and a four panel door provides the
entry in the south bay of the first story (east) elevation. Like all
the other remaining houses of the period in the neighborhood, the
center chimney has a corbelled cup. The cement block construction of
the shed is probably attributable to deterioration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small workingman's house was probably built about the same
time as its neighbors, probably by the Bel Air Land Company as a
rental unit, since there is no evidence that the corporation sold that
lot until 1918 when it sold its remaining unsold property to Alexander S.
Bell (162/99). The house could have been built after 1918, but its
condition and its similarity to its neighbors suggests an earlier date.
The Hays Addition to Bel Air was a part of the estate of merchant
Thomas Hays who died in 1861.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property occupies parcel #1199 in the Town of Bel Air
50' x 86.54' (lot #1).

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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EE1FORM PREPARED BY
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Marilynn Larew, Architectural Historian 15 June 1979
ORGANIZATION DATE
Town of Bel Air 838-8700
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
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CITY OR TOWN STATE
Bel Air N Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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