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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is lecated on the north side of Chestmut Hill Road, aorth of tie centsr ~f
Y7 tsw o7 Torest Hill., The house faces south., e ton story house cemsists of two main
sections,

Section 1 is brick covered with brushed, white stucce, Foundations are unexpesed, una-
cours~d rubble stone. The brick, as seem on the inside wall of the attic, appears to be a
cormon bond variant and the brick, itself, appears to be home made, The bricks are rough
and unevenly shaped, often longer and flater than the usual shape. This sectiom is 3 bays
by 2. It has an asphalt covered, galle flank roof with corbeled brick chimmeys on each
inside gable end, It also has a 2-step cornice constructed of brick headers., Iron braces
rur north-south, The entrance on the south facade is in the center bay. The door has
moulded panels and has a four-light transom overhead. This forns a through hall with the
sntrance on the north side - an eisht light door. Windows on the first elevation of tris
section are § lights over 9, ard on the second elevatiom 9 lights over 6. Twe attic windows
flank the chimneys on each gable end, These are four light casements. A rorch, added by
the vresent owner in the 1930!'s, wraps around the south and west facades, T[he porch is
built ento brick and bleck foundations and has tapered, rectamgular columms and a shed roof.
There are brick stens. The porch on the north side is much older. The present swner has
has altered it through the years. This two tier vporch is open on the first level and has
been enclosed on the second level by the owner, Mr. Reeves, IMr. Reeves mentioned that before
the perch was enclesed with casemeat windews and clapboard, it had been used as a sleeving
porch., Colurms are rectangular on a stepned base., A one bay, brick addition attached to
the north east bay is also two stories high. An entrance is on the west facade,

Inside, this section has a threugh hall flanked by a room en each side, A small foye
between the front door and the hall, has been nade into a vowder room. The door leading
inte the hallway has a three light transom. The stairway is located in the north east corner
of the threugh hall and has r~lain, rectangular balusters and a narrow, rounded nandraii,
There are simrple brackets on the sides of the risers, Half rails run varallel to the hand-
rails om the stairway. Chair rails are rresent in both the hall and the north west room.

The fireplaces in both tre north west and north east rooms have rectangular openings with
wnoden rantles, The fireplaces have a friegze, bed mouldings, 2 mantle .. 21f and panelled
end blocks, In the north east corner of the north east room is a large built in closet with
Jouble hung doors having three roulded nanels each. 4 snall closet beneath this Las I uble
hung doors with one roulded —anel on cach.

On the second floor, awindow opening into the srall brick addition seerms to be proof that.
this small square section is, in cdeed, a later addition. Fireplaces, similar to those on
3 the first floor, are located in the two upstairs bedrooms of tnis section.

In the attic, the pegged joint, king trusses are visible as well as the original wood
shingle roofing. The brick chimney slants slightly.

In the cellar under this ssction, the rubble stone foundations are visible., A dirt floor
nas been covered with cerent, Chimney piers are also visible, )

Section 2 is frame built onto high, rubble stone foumdations. It is 1 bay by 2 and has
a gable flank, asphalt covered roof which is flush withthe roof of section 1. A corbeled
brick chimney is located on the east inside, gable end. An entrance is located on the south
side. An enclosed perch is also on the south side and the roof is flush with that of section
1. TIntrance to the perch is on the west. Five windows are on the south side of the porch
and tWwo on the east side. All windows in this section are & lights over 6. On the north, a
later frame addition is flush with the brick additien to section 1., A 3 bay, one story porch
is at this end. It has a shed ro>f and colurms are mace with L' x L' s.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



KB SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
“REHISTORIC
00-1499
__1500-1599
__1600-1699
X 1700-1799
" X1800-1899
_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_ ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC
_ ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

X AGRICULTURE

X ARCHITECTURE

_ART

_ COMMERCE
__COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

— CONSERVATION

— ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION
__ENGINEERING
__EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
__INDUSTRY

__INVENTION

__LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
__LAW

_LITERATURE

XMILITARY

__MUSIC

__PHILOSOPHY

EPO LITICS/GOVERNMENT

XRELIGION

__SCIENCE

__SCULPTURE
XSOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
__THEATER
__TRANSPORTATION

__ OTHER {SPECIFY}

SPECIFIC DATES

Between 1798 + 1814

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house was built between 1798 and 181k,

stood a 20'x18' one story, wood dwelling.
superintendent, Thomas Johnson of Hester.
uated at %352¢75
of Samuel McConnell at that time, was valued at $2923,

The 1798 Federal Tax List indicates
. that Thomas Johnson of Barnard owned 100 acres in Spesutia Upper Hundred on which

It avpears to have been inhabited by his
The property and its buildings were aval-
The 1814 Tax List reveals that the property, under the ownership
The dwelling at the time of

the 1814 assessment was described as a two story brick house measuring 37'x22',

A brick kitchen was also present, measuring 18'x20'.

4 stone spring house and various

wood outbuildings were also present at that time but the present owner informed us

that he 'iad replaced all the outbuildingse.

The measurements of the brick section of

the present house are 36' 9" by 20' 6" and it is therefore believed that the dwelling
assessed in 1314 is the same building present on this site today.

The house is a vernacular rééition of the Federal Style.The builder seems to
have had rejected some of the more intricate design of that style.
light transom substitutes for the elliptical fanlights generally found in the Federal

style.

The two step brick cornices seem to be a Georgian influence.

A simvle, four

Thomas Johnson, one of the first owners of Turkey Forest, was a member of

Harford County's first Petit Jury in 177k4.
to conduct the Federal Tax survey.
later served as justice at Scott's 0ld Field in 1783.

In 1798, he was appointed an assessor
He was a court justice at Bush in 1779, and
Thomas Johnson served in

the County Militia during the American Revolution as a first Lieutenant in Bond's

Company #11.

He was also one of the signers of the Bush Declaration in 1775.

Samuel McConnell served as a minister of the Broad Creek Friends Meeting and
was considered to be of strong judgement and expression.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ELIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 150 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Chestnut Hill Road intersects this property which is bounded
on the south by the property of William K. and Lewis D. Vaughan;
on the east and west by Jemes B. Reeves , et al; and on the north
by Walter B. Harkins' property and the Johnson Mill Road.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY o,
EElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Susan Deeney-Field Historian November 1, 1976
ORGANIZATION DATE
Historic District Commission ; ‘
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
L5 8outh Main Street . 838-6000 ext. 207
CITY OR TOWN : STATE
Bel Air MD

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps- 1108



PHYSICAL DESCRIPIION
B.C. REEVAES' HOUSE
HA - 1100

Continued

Inside, this section has a separate stairway leading to its secend floor and attic.
There is no fireplace in this sectien but the chirney flue is visible and it accomodates a
large "Home Comfort!" cook stove. Many of the f1

Many of the floors through-out the first story of this house are covered with linoleur,
Floering om the second elevation is nrobably original,

This farm has many out buildings, all of which were built by the present owner. One
out building is interesting in that the owner styled it after a Dutch hay shelter.
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TITLE SEARCH
HA-1100

Bower C. Reeves conveyed 147 acres to George C. Reeves in 1972.
Bower C. Reeves received 133 acres from James P. Farmer in 1933,

In 1921, George W. Madron devised the property to James P. Farmer.
Madron had mortgaged the land from John W. Chambers.

John William Chambers imparted 150 acres to George W. Madron in 1919.
William Wallis sold the tract to John William Chambers in 1913.
Preston N. Wallis transferred the property to William Wallis in 1913.

Samuel Re. Wallis purchased.Turkey Forest, consisting of 150 acres,
from Robert Otto in 186k4.

James McConnel imparted the land to Robert Otto in 1853.
Samuel McConnel devised the property to James McConnell. 1836,
Barnard Johnson transferred the property to Samuel McConnell in 1803.

Thomas Johnson sold 150 acres of Turkey Forest to Barnard Johnson in

1800, This deed also mentions that Thomas Johnson acquired the property

from a John Crabtree in 1765 (Baltimore County Land Records B O 584=386)

Thomas Johnson of Barnard, 100 acres of Turkey Forest.

Barnard Johnson of Barnard, 150 acres of Turkey Forest.
Barnard Johnson of Thomas, 150 acres of Turkey Forest.
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INVENTORY No. [0 ELECTION DISTRICT
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Turkey Forest HA-1100
Forest Hill, MD

Susan M. Deeney

September, 1976
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