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SUMMARY

Wm. H. Divers House
428 Calvary Road
Churchville, Maryland 21028

This log house - set off by itself on a farm near Churchville -
is a rare survivor in a landscape that once was dotted with them.
Probably built ca. 1850 by William H. Divers, the structure is a
classic log house with v-notched logs, square-pegged floorboards,
and a floor plan with one room downstairs and two rooms upstairs.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This 1-1/2 story gable-roofed log house covered in asphalt siding is located on the
west side of Calvary Road, north of Snake Lane.

Measuring 22'5" by 18'4", this house is constructed of 10 1/2'" v-notched logs.
Facing south, the house has a central entrance with a vertical board door flanked by
one 6/6 window with beaded trim on each side. A single brick chimney is located in the
west end. The south slope of the roof has a recent shed-roofed dormer; each gable
contains one window and there is a window (blocked-up) in the north side.

The interior contains one room on the first floor and two rooms on the second. The
fireplace in the west wall of the first floor room is flanked on the south by a cupboard
and winder staircase and on the north by a door to a vestibule (originally leading to a
one-room addition on the west, which has been torn down). The fireplace mantel,
surprisingly elegant, is 6'11" long and has a cavetto cornice and an opening surround
consisting of a fillet-ovolo-fillet. The floor boards measure 15 1/2'" and have 1"
square pegs.
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This log house, set off by itself in the middle of a farm near Churchville,
is a rare survivor in a landscape that at one time was dotted with them. Unfortunately,
its history is cloudy. The house may have been built in the middle of the 19th century
by William H. Divers, who purchased 60 acres of the tracts 'Pacas Enlargement', ''Stoney
Ridge", and 'Websters Forest' for $850 in 1847.1 It is not clear from whom the previous
owners, George and Elizabeth Walker, had purchased the property. Both the 1858 and the
1878 Maps of Harford County show a building belonging to W. H. Divers in this location.
In 1914, his son sold the property to George W. Elsner for $4500.2

The structure itself is a veritable treasure. The original structure has
_survived intact--sheathed in asphalt siding and under linoleum, to be sure, but,
consequently, in a remarkable state of preservation. With its v-notched logs and
square-pegged floorboards, and its floor plan with one room downstairs and two rooms
upstairs, the structure is a classic log house exhibiting methods of construction used
for over a century. One feature that should be noted specially is the mantelpiece,
which is surprisingly elegant for this relatively primitive house.

1. Liber HDG 33, folio 461.
2. Liber JAR 147, folio 4.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Land, Will and Equity Records of Harford County
1858 Jennings & Herrick Map
1878 Martenet's Map

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY —
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Natalie Shivers
ORGANIZATION DATE
Harford County Historic District Commission 12/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
45 South Main Street 838-6000_X 207
C%Ye%R TOWN STATE
Air Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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April 18, 1946
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WM. DIVERS HOUSE
Title Search

HA-1050

Grantor: S. Winfield Cain, Trust.

Walter H. Bessie M. Sherman
Grantee: Mack A. & Bersie Roberts
Acreage: 63 A

Grantor: John W. & Annie Divers
John = Heir of Wm. H. Divers
Grantee: George W. Elsner
Sum: $4500
Acreage: 66A. = "Paca's Enlargement","“Stony
Ridge" "Websters Forest"

Grantor: George & Elizabeth Walker
Grantee: Wm. H. Divers
Sum: $850

Grantor: James M. & Sarah R. Anderson

Grantee: Wm. Holland Divers

Sum: $20

Acreage: "Paca's Enlargement" "Stony Ridge"
"Websters Forest" 1 A
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