HA-984

Nathan Harkins House ca. 1870
1101 Walters Mill Road

Chestnut Hill vicinity

Private; unoccupied

The Nathan Harkins House may have been built in the late
1860's by John Ward or Joseph Gorrell. Gorrell was the occupant
and part owner of the farm in 1872 when it was sold to Nathan R.
Harkins. The Harkins family still retains possession of the farm.
On the 1878 Martenet map of Harford County, the house is identified
as that of "S. Hawkins', probably a misspeliing of Stephen Harkins,
who also owned property adjacent to the farm. The Harkins House
is a typical vernacular farmhouse of the last quarter of the
19th century.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Nathan Harkins House is a two-story frame house with
a rear wing and a shed porch built about 1870 in open farmland
south of Walters Mill Road about 3/4 mile north of Chestnut Hill,
Harford County, Maryland. The house is located on a small ledge
in rolling hills. It is currently unoccupied.

The main facade has three bays with the entrance in the
north bay, indicating a side hall plan. The doorway has a plain
rectangular transom and the door itselt has round-arched panels
formed by molding. The fenestration is 6/6 and storm windows are
in place. The shed porch extends across the entire facade and is
supported by chamfered posts. The northwest corner post has been
removed and is, at the time of the survey, lying on the porch deck.
The rest of the porch has a scroll-sawn balustrade.

The slate roof is broken by a single interior chimney on the
south gable end. A two-story wing with an interior chimney at its
east end extends from the northeast corner of the main section.

The angle formed by the two sections has been filled in with a
one-story shed, including an enclosed porch. A bulkhead entrance

to the cellar is located on the south elevation of the main section.
The bulkhead's brick walls and gable frame roof with an  arched
opening are of more recent construction than the rest of the house.
The ground slopes sharply away from the house on the south, exposin,
the stone foundation. The exterior of the house is weatherboard,
fermerly white painted but now weathered.

Down the slope to the south is a stone and frame springhouse
with two levels. The lower stone level is the springhouse, with
stuccoed and whitewashed walls. The upper level is probably frame
with an exterior covering of formstone. A datestone reading '"1922"
is set in the formstone to the right of a door on the north elevation.
The gable above the door is novelty siding. The roof is slate.
Small 3-1ight windows are located in the east and west elevations
of the upper level.

A group of barns and other agricultural buildings stands about
50 yards west of the house. Some parts of these buildings are
probably contemporary with the house, but they have had substantial
additions and alterations. They are still in use as agricultural
buildings.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ca. 1870
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

1860's by John Ward or Joseph Gorrell.

Harkins.

The Nathan Harkins House may have been built in the late
Gorrell was the occupant

and part owner of the farm in 1872 when it was sold to Nathan R.

The Harkins family still retains possession of the farm.

On the 1878 Martenet map of Harford County, the house is identified
as that of '"S. Hawkins'", probably a misspelling of Stephen Harkins,

who also owned property adjacent to the farm.

The Harkins House

is a typical vernacular farmhouse of the last quarter of the 19th
century.
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304/493
12 April 1947

28/21
19 October 1872

19/5
9 May 1867

NATHAN HARKINS HOUSE

HA-984

CHAIN OF TITLE (PARTIAL)

Grantor:
Grantee:

Acreage:

Grantor:

Grantee:
Acreage:

Amount

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Amount

H. Elizabeth Esley, unmarried

Calvin W. and Etta M. Harkins, Paul W.
and Olla XK. Harkins

84; land devised to Calvin W. Harkins
by will of his father Nathan R. Harkins,
June 13, 1910 (Will Book JA 15/24, 1914)

John and Hannah Ward and Joseph and

Sarah Jane Gorrell

Nathan R. Harkins

84; '" . . . on which Gorrell now resides"
$2900

James McLaughlin and Malinda McLaughlin
John Ward

84; " . . . bounded by lands of Stephen
Harkins, William Ward, James Grier,

John Thomas, William Smithson, Ely Pyle,
and Thomas Robinson"

$3000
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Nathan Harkins House HA-984
Harford County

Photographer: Janet Davis

April 1984

Neg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust
West elevation
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Nathan Harkins House HA-984
Harford County

Photographer: Janet Davis

April 1984

Neg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust
Springhouse
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Nathan Harkins House HA-984
Harford County

Photographer: Janet Davis

April 1984

N eg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust

South elevation
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