HA-895

Robinson's Store ca. 1875
900 Deer Creek Church Road

Chestnut Hill vicinity

Private; unoccupied

This small country store should not be confused with the
Chestnut Hill Store and Post Office building, now demolished, which
was shown on the 1878 Martenet map. Even very small rural communities
often had two or more stores. The cooling troughs in the cellar
suggest that the building also served as a springhouse. It is also
possible that the store did not operate on a continuous basis and, when
not open for business, the building was used for other purposes.
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Robinson's Store is a one-story frame building on a partially exposed
stone foundation built about 1875 and located on the north side of

Deer Creek Church Road about 300 yards north of Deer Creek Methodist
Church (HA~874) near Chestnut Hill, Harford County, Maryland. The

main elevation faces south. The building is now in a fenced cow pasture
about 200 feet from the road.

The raised cellar originally contained troughs for milk cans
cooled by a small stream routed through the cellar. The stone walls
are deteriorated near the northwest corner so that the cellar interior
is partially open. The upper frame structure is also somewhat deteriorated,
revealing plaster over lath interior walls. The plain window frames
are shuttered. The single door is in the south elevation. The exterior
weatherboards were once whitewashed, but are now almost devoid of color.
The gable roof is slate.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small country store should not be confused with the Chestnut
Hill Store and Post Office building, now demolished, which was shown
on the 1878 Martenet map. Even very small rural communities often
had two or more stores. The cooling troughs in the cellar suggest that
the building also served as a springhouse. It is also possible that
the store did not operate on a continuous basis and, when not open for
business, the building was used for other purposes.

Although no definite information is available, Thomas Robinson
may have built the store. The main house on the property dates from
the early 20th century, but Robinson owned the farm and much of the
nearby land during the late 19th century.

NOTE: HA-895 was originally assigned to Box Hill Farmhouse. Informa-
tion on this building is consolidated with HA-894, Box Hill;
Site of Lauretum.
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-~
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ROBINSON STORE
HA-895

CHAIN OF TITLE (PARTIAL)

Calvin W. and Etta M. Harkins
James M. and Josie Lee Johnson
108

Mildred B. Beale, widow, et al., heirs of Arlena May
Robinson

Calvin W. Harkins
111

Margaret L. Wheeler et al.
Arlena May Robinson

108

$2300

Stevenson Archer, trustee for equity case of
Dorsey vs. Thomas Robinson

Elizabeth Robinson

108
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Robinson's Store
Harford County

USGS 7.5 minute series
Bel Air Quadrangle
Scale: 1:24000







Robinson's Store iIA-895
Harford County

Photographer: Janet Davis

March 1984

Neg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust

West elevation
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Robinson's Store HA-895
Harford County

Photographer: Janet Davis
March 1984

Neg. loc: Maryland Historical Trust
Distant view from south
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