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roperty Name:  Historic Marker -- Harford Town or Bush Inventory Number: HA-863
Address: North side of Philadelphia Road 20" west of Bynu City: _Bush/Abingdon, MD Zip Code: 21009
County:  Harford USGS Topographic Map: Edgewood
Owner: __ State Roads Commission Is the property being evaluated a district? yes
Tax Parcel Number: 541 Tax Map Number: 62 Tax Account 1D Number:
Project: Small Structure #12107XO Replacement (MD 7 over Agency: FHWA/SHA
Site visit by MHT staff: _X no yes Name: Date:
Is the property is located within a historic district? yes X no

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number:
| NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes  Name of District: |
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! Preparer’'s Recommendation: Contributing resource yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context yes |
If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district)  Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes X no ‘
Criteria: X A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None

. Documentation on the property/district is presented in:
’roject Review and Compliance Files

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination:  (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The Harford Town or Bush Historic Highway Marker was placed near SHA's Small Structure 12107X0 in 1937. It identifies
the site where Count de Rochambeau, one of the French generals, brought his five divisions to camp following their victory in
Yorktown, Virginia in August 1782. In the 1930s, various state DOTs began creating historic highway markers as a way to
recognize events, people or places important to American history. The highway markers were developed in response to the
growing use of automobiles as the mode of transportation. The marker is approximately 6 feet high, with a silver painted plaque
with black lettering on a post. It stands in SHA's right-of-way for the MD 7 highway. Due to its form, the boundary is
confined to a one-foot (1') by one-foot (1') area around the marker.

Although the Harford marker is listed in the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties as an object, it is not eligible for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A. The marker commemorates the spot where the French
encampment occurred and it was not present during the actual event. The area where the French camped is now either
residential and commerical buildings or farm fields. Very little in the landscape would recall the campsite. The information
the marker contains is a short blurb highlighting one aspect of the encampment. It is not meant to be an entire history lesson.
Furthermore, such signs are a standard format made in the SHA sign shop and are frequently replaced. In short, the
commemorative nature of the sign precludes their signficance. Thus the Harford Historic Highway Marker is not eligible under
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Criterion A. Although Count de Rochambeau is a person important to the history of the United States, the marker does not
greatly elucidate an important part of his life. Thus the marker is not eligible under Criterion B. The marker is neither a
structure nor a building and does not qualify for consideration under Criterion C. Criterion D was not researched for this above-
ground historic resource.

Prepared by: _Anne E. Bruder, SHA Arch. Hist. Date Prepared: 02/18/2003
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As the town of Joppatowne is being laid out and constructed, it is most
significant that the Diocese is planning to reestablish the church on the
original site of Old Joppa in Gunpowder Parish.

While this volume is intended to cover mostly only those events of our
distant past, it seems appropriate to call briefly to attention the plans for
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Photo by Dr. David C Hodge
RUMSEY HOUSE AT OLD JOPPA

Built by Col. James Maxwell, 1724, Later, the home
of Benjamin Rumsey, Member of Continental Congress.

recognition of the historic spot around Old Joppa. The man-made island
surrounding the imposing brick mansion, now being converted into a
museum and yacht club, has been appropriately named Rumsey Island in
honor of Benjamin Rumsey. The fast growing Joppatowne, with its modern
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homes and extensive system of waterways, also preserves in name the
historic importance of that early county seat.

Baltimore On Patapsco

1768-1773

Removal of the county seat to Baltimore Town on the Patapsco in
1768 was opposed by many of the citizens of the region around the upper
Chesapeake and Bush River, due to the long distance they had to travel to
serve on juries and to transact other necessary business.

The new courthouse in Baltimore Town was constructed largely by
private subscription of money and tobacco. In the Act of Assembly creating
the new county of Harford, we find that a considerable sum was raised by
the sale of the old courthouse and prison at Joppa and this was applied to
the erection of the new courthouse at Baltimore Town. The Act further
provided that a sum be levied for reimbursement to Harford County for
building a courthouse at Harford Town.

The first courthouse in this new county seat was located on Calvert
Street where the Battle Monument now stands. It was a building of two
stories with a high steeple and so constructed that traffic on Calvert Street
passed underneath, between its two outer supporting walls.

Baltimore, laid out in 1730 as a small village, was a growing town,
having united with Jones Town in 1745 and Fell’s Point in 1773. The
spacious harbor made it ideal for the new port of entry and the trade in
tobacco and wheat from the fields of the Pennsylvania Germans started it
on its career as the great port of today.

Bush
(Harford Town)

1773-1782

After five years, a feeling of discontent over the distance to Baltimore
Town caused a petition to be filed with the Assembly at Annapolis for a
division of Baltimore County and for the establishment of a new one by the
name of Harford. This Act of the General Assembly of 1773 is quoted

in part:

An Act far the Divisian af Baltimore County, and for Erecting
a New One by the Name of Harford

WHEREAS, A considerable body of the inhabitants of Baltimore County, o
by their petition to this General Assembly have prayed, that an act may be
passed for a division of the said county, and for erecting a new one out of part
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thereof: And whereas it appears to this General Assembly, that the erecting
of a new county out of such part of Baltimore County will conduce greatly to
the ease and convenience of the people thereof:

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED, by the right honorable the Lord Pro-
prietary, by and with the advice and consent of his Governor, and the Upper
and Lower Houses of the Assembly, and the authority of the same, That after
the second day of March next, all that part of Baltimore County which is
included within the bounds, following, to wit: Beginning at the mouth of the
little falls of Gunpowder river, and running with the said falls to the fountain
head, and from thence north to the temporary line of this Pprovince, and thence
with the temporary line to Susquehanna river, thence with Susquehanna to
Chesapeake Bay, and thence with the said Bay, including Spesutia and Pool’s
Islands, to the mouth of Gunpowder river, and thence up the said river to the
beginning aforesaid, shall be and is hereby erected into a new county, by the
name of Harford County.

AND BE IT ENACTED, That Mr. John Paca, Mr. Aquila Hall, Mr. John
Matthews, Mr. John Hall of Cranberry, Mr. Amos Garrett, Mr. Richard
Dallam, and Mr. Benedict Edward Hall shall be and are hereby appointed
commissioners for Harford County aforesaid, and they, or the major part of
them, shall be and they are hereby authorized and required, to buy and purchase,
in fee, a quantity of land, not exceeding four acres of land, in or adjoining to
Bushtown, on the head of Bush river, for the purpose of building thereon a
courthouse and prison for the said county.

AND BE IT ENACTED, That the justices of Harford County, or the major
part of them are hereby authorized to contract and agree for a convenient place
in Bushtown to hold the Courts for the said county, and to contract and agree
for a convenient place in the said town for their books, papers, and other
records, and also for a fit building for the custody of prisoners; and the said
Courts shall be held, and records kept, at such places, respectively, until the
courthouse and prison for the said county shall be erected and built, and the
charge and expense of such places shall be defrayed by the said county, and
assessed with the public and county levy.

AND BE IT ENACTED, That the justices of Harford County shall be
and they are hereby authorized and required to assess and levy on the taxable
inhabitants of the said county, with the public and county levy, as much
tobacco as will pay for the purchase or valuation of the land aforesaid, together
with the sheriff’s salary of five per centum for collection; which said quantity of
tobacco shall be collected by the sheriff of the said county from the taxable
inhabitants of the said county, in the same manner as other public and county
levies are by law collected.

AND BE IT ENACTED, That the justices of Harford County shall be
and they are hereby authorized and required to assess and levy with the public
and county levy, by two equal assessments, in the next year and the year
afterwards, the quantity of two hundred thousand pounds of tobacco, together
with the sheriff’s salary of five per centum for collection, which said tobacco,
50 to be assessed and levied, shall be collected by the sheriff of Harford County
from the taxable inhabitants of the said county, in the same manner as other
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public and county levies are by law collected; which said tobacco when coll.ected,
shall be paid by the said sheriff to the commissioners aforesaid, and applied by
them towards building the courthouse and prison aforesaid for the said county.

AND BE IT ENACTED, That the commissioners aforesaid, or the major
part of them, shall be and they are hereby authorized and required to contract
and agree for the building of the said courthouse and prison, which said
courthouse and prison shall be built and erected on the land to be purchased
as aforesaid, in or adjoining to Bushtown, on the head of Bush River; and the
said town, after the commencement of this Act, shall be called Harford Town.

AND BE IT ENACTED, That the several delegates for Baltimore County
shall retain their seats, and that such of them as are residents in Baltimore
County, after the division aforesaid, shall be deemed and taken as delegates for
that county, and such of them as are residents in Harford County, shall be
deemed and taken delegates for that county, and writs of election shall issue
to make up the number of delegates wanted in either county, to complete the
usual and common county representation.

AND BE IT ENACTED, That the county court of Harford County shall
begin, and be held yearly, on the fourth Tuesday of those months in whi_ch
other county courts are held, and shall have equal power and jurisdiction with
any county court in this Province.

The new county was named Harford in honor of Henry Harford, son
of Frederick, the sixth Lord Baltimore. Frederick died in 1771 leaving no
legitimate children, but in his will, Henry Harford, son by Mrs. Hester
Wheeland, was made Proprietor of Maryland. He was styled “The Right
Honorable, The Lord Proprietary of the Province of Maryland.” Frederick
left to Henry Harford all his landed estates in Maryland. These comprised
many thousands of acres, among which was a tract of 5,600 acres on the
Gunpowder River in Harford County. Dr. W. Stump Forwood, in an
address before the Harford Historical Society on April 17, 1886, made
considerable research and relates that Henry Harford was somewhat of a
roue and left behind a collection of amorous poetry of the worst stamp. He
took little interest in his new dominions, but is thought to have visited
Harford for short periods. In 1780 the Legislature of Maryland passed a
law confiscating all property of British subjects and tories in the state, and
thus sequestered Harford’s claim. He sued for his rights and the suit was
compromised by the state paying him 10,000 pounds.

We know little of Henry Harford’s personal history except that he
tried to recover the value of the lands which he inherited and failed except
in the indemnity stated above. Dr. John G. Morris, in an address on “The

Lords Baltimore,” delivered in Havre de Grace on December 5, 1885, gives é

us the following graphic but heartrending description of the ruler from

)
~

whom Harford got its name. He said, "It would be interesting to trace the S-
personal history of Henry Harford, as the last distinguished member of the L+
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Calverts. It is a melancholy fact that Colonel Angus McDonald, who was
sent to England in 1860 by Governor Letcher of Virginia, to ascertain the
true boundaries of Maryland, Virginia, Tennessee, and North Carolina,
sought out the surviving representative of the Baltimore family in London.
He found him in the Queen’s Bench Prison, where he had been confined
for eight years, making twenty years in prison for debt.” Dr. Morris ended
his address with the following phrase “Sic Transit Gloria Mundi!”

In the Act of 1773 establishing the new county, commissioners were
appointed to buy a tract of land not exceeding four acres, in or adjoining
Bushtown on the head of Bush River. The spot selected was at what is now

HARFORD TOWN
OR BUSH
_ THE FRENCH TROOPS OF
COUNT nE ROCHAMBEAU
. 0 FIVE DIVISIONS CAMPED HERE
AT THE ENO OF AUGUST 1782~
THE 22up CAMP OX THE RETURN
. MARCH FROM THE VORKTOWN
VICTORY O THE NORTH.
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the junction of Route 7 and Route 136. The sheriff was directed to levy
sufficient funds for the purchase, and the land was acquired in fee-simple
by the Justices of Harford County.

Due to the fact that Baltimore County had received a sum of money
from the sale of the old courthouse at Joppa, a proportionate quantity of
tobacco and a sum of money was refunded to the new county for the pur-
pose of building a courthouse and jail at the new county seat at Harford
Town. Baltimore County was required to levy the quantity of 154,666
pounds of tobacco for this purpose.

As Harford Town or Bush was the county seat for only nine years, it
is probable that no courthouse was ever built and that court was held in
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one of the inns or other rented quarters. At an early session of the court, a
house was rented from Thomas Miller for twelve pounds annually,
and, at the same meeting, agrcement was made with Daniel Pritchard for
the construction af a jail, 20 x 24 feet, and two storics high. Amos
Garrett and Jeremiah Sheredine, two of the justices, were appointed
to take bond from the builder and superintend the construction. The jail
was never built and prisoners continued to be housed in rented quarters.
However, the court continued to be active, and the justices who were also
responsible for the local government were very busy with the problems
confronting the new county.

We have little record of just what the town of Bush was like almost
two hundred years ago, but historians agree that it was a town of some
A T S0, i I T : :
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HARFORD TOWN (BUSH)
County Seat, 1773-1782

importance. Located on the main highway between the north and south
and being the county seat of a new county, it became the stopping place
for stagecoach travelers. It was also a meeting place for politicians and
statesmen, not only of Harford County, but those of national fame, as they
traveled between the cities of the East. One historian says that a directory
of that date shows Bush a little town of fiftcen or twenty dwellings, a grist-
mill, a tan yard, several inns, and stores. Another source places the number
of dwellings at thirty or forty, with spacious hostelry accommodations for
the court officials, citizens, and stagecoach travelers. Judge Preston says
that such distinguished personalities as Washington and Jefferson, as well
as ot‘her eminent men of the colonies, used it as a stopping place and that
our Justices and other prominent citizens met with them to discuss the
problems of the Revolution and the Continental Congress.

The unrest during the years leading up to the struggle for indepen-
dence and participation in that conflict during these years made this center
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COACH HOUSE AT INN AT BUSH
Erected before Revolution. Only remaining building of Bush county seat.

of government a place of active participation in the rebe'lliop against tdl;e
Mother Country. The fires of discontent that were beginning to‘km (;
throughout the colonies were uppermost in the Fhf)ughFS and actions o
Harford’s citizens and especially in many of the distinguished men chosen
to lead our new county in its government and its contacts with other
similar divisions of our struggling nation.

When a convention was called at Annapolis on June 22, 1774,
Harford was represented by Richard Dallam, ]ohn' Love, Thomas Bon}ii,
Benedict Hall, and Jacob Bond. At this convention it was declared that t e
Acts of Parliament were cruel and oppressive invasions of the people’s
rights, and that the Stamp Act and other offensive laws should be repealeq.

Our leaders had already anticipated the actions of .the Anpe}polls
Convention, and as early as June 11, 1774 a large meetu}g of citizens,
presided over by Aquila Hall, was held at Bush and Resolutpns to be sent
to the Annapolis Convention were passed. The Resolutions were as

follows:
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1. RESOLVED, It is the opinion of the meeting that the town of Boston
is now suffering in the common cause of America, and that it is the duty of
every colony to unite in the most effectual constitutional means to obtain a
repeal of the late Act of Parliament for blocking up the harbor of Boston.

2. RESOLVED, That therefore we will join in an association with the
other counties of this Province, on oath, not to export to, or import from Great
Britain, any kind of produce or merchandise after such a day as the committee
of the several counties at their general meeting shall fix, until the repeal of the
Boston Port Act.

3. RESOLVED, That we will deal with none of the West India Islands,
colony, colonies, person or persons whatsoever residing therein, who shall not
enter in similar resolves with the majority of the colonies within such time as
the general committees of this province shall agree, but hold him or them as an
enemy or enemies to American liberty.

4. RESOLVED, That we join in an association with the other colonies
to send relief to the poor and distressed inhabitants of Boston, to enable them
to persevere in defence of the common cause.

5. RESOLVED, That the merchants ought not to advance the price
of their goods, but sell them as they intended, had not these resolves been
entered into.

6. RESOLVED, That the gentlemen of the law ought to bring no suit
for recovery of any debt due from any inhabitants of Great Britain, in this or
any other colony, until the said act be repealed; except in such cases where the
debtor is guilty of a willful delay in payment, having ability to pay, or is about
to abscond or remove his effects, or is wasting his substance, or shall refuse to
settle his account by giving bond on interest, which fact or facts are to be made
appear to some neighboring magistrate and certified under his hand.

7. RESOLVED, That the following gentlemen, viz.: Rev. William West,
Messrs. Aquila Hall, Richard Dallam, Thomas Bond (son of Thomas), John
Love, Capt. John Paca, Benedict Edward Hall, Benjamin Rumsey, Nathaniel
Giles, and Jacob Bond be a committee to meet the committees of other counties
in this province, to consult and agree on the most effectual means to preserve
our constitutional rights and liberties, and promote that union and harmony
between Great Britain and her colonies, on which their preservation depends;
and that the same gentlemen, together with the following, Capt. John
Matthews, Capt. William Smith, Dr. John Archer, William Younge, Abraham
Whitaker, William Webb, Amos Garrett, George Bradford, John Rumsey,
Jeremiah Sheredine, William Smithson, William Bond (son of Joshua), Isaac
Webster, and Alexander Cowan, be a committee of correspondence and on any
emergency to call a general meeting, and that any six of them have power to act.

Signed per order,
Joseph Butler, Cl. Com.

During the next few months, the citizens of the colonies continued
their opposition to Great Britain and in public meetings denounced the
oppressive Acts. In March, 1775, Patrick Henry made his famous speech
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