MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes ___

NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM no X
Property Name: Medical Hall Historical Marker Inventory Number: HA-842
Northwest corner of Thomas Run Road and
Address: MD 22 (Churchville Road) City: Bel Air Zip Code: 21015
County: Harford USGS Topographic Map:  Bel Air

Owner: Maryland State Highway Administration

Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: Tax Account ID Number:

Project:  MD 22: Andreas Drive to MD 136 Agency: FHWA/SHA

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no __yes Name: Date:

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended X

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G __ None
Is the property located within a historic district? _~ no _ yes Name of district:

Is districtlisted? ___no __ yes Determined eligible?  no ____yes District Inventory Number:

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The Medical Hall Historical Marker is a standard iron plaque marking the site of Dr. John Archer’s birthplace and home two
miles north on Thomas Point Road. Dr. Archer signed the Declaration of Independence and helped found the Medical and
Chiurgical Faculty of Maryland, which is now the University of Maryland Medical School. The marker is not eligible for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. While it meets the definition of an object because it is small, simply
constructed and easily moved, it is not associated with a specific setting or environment. Rather it is associated with a 1930s
highway program as a result of the expansion of the state’s road system and the tourist industry.1 The markers were designed
to be read from the road, and were placed in areas where tourists easily could stop. Although the marker details Dr. Archer’s
importance, the current site of the sign is not associated specifically with Dr. Archer. Therefore, it does not meet Criterion B of
the National Register of Historic Places, and thus it is SHA’s determination that it is not eligible for inclusion in the National

Register.

Anne E. Bruder, Architectural Historian,
Prepared by: SHA Date Prepared: 11/01/2001

! Swisher, Joe A., The Complete Guide to Maryland Historic Markers, Baltimore, MD: Image Publishing, Ltd. (1996) 11.
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