HA-398

Benjamin Silver House 1856
3646 Harmony Church Road

Darlin~ton vicinity

Private

The Benjamin Silver House is the main building in the Silver farm complex,
an important example of agricultural life and economy in Harford County diring
the second half of the 19th century. This complex is virtually complete as
it existed in the late 19th century. Benjamin Silver, Jr. was one of the
original five trustees of the Deer Creek Harmony Presbyterian Church and
remained a prominent citizen of the Darlington area throughout his life.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Benjamin Silver House is a 2% story stone house dating from 1856
with late 19th and 20th century additions, which is located on the north
side of Harmony Church Road about Pme-half mile west of Darlington Road
(MD 161) in Harford County, Maryland. The house is on a slight rise facing
southwest.

The main section has five bays on its southwest or principal elevation.
The center entry has a one story shed porch with four Tuscan columns. The
gable ends of the house are two bays wide with brick arched semi-circlhlar
windows near the gable peak. On the southeast gable above the fan window
is an inset stone with carved initials and date: '"B 3 1856". Interior
end brick chimneys break the slate roof. Two slate~-sided pedimented dormers
face southwest.

At the northeast corner, a stone ell adjoins the main section. A
one story shed addition, apparently frame covered in aluminum siding, has
been built in the angle between the ell and main section. The south gable
end has a small shed entry porch with square piers.

The fenestration is six over six-light sliding sash. The main doorway
has recessed paneled jambs and a six-light rectangular transom.

The major outbuildings of the Silver farm are described in individual
inventory forms HA-399 - 406. An unnumbered small log structure, possibly
a svringhouse, is located west of the house at the fence separating the house
lawn from the adjacent field. The V-notched structure has a low gable
roof and gable emds covered with tongue-and-groove vertical siding. Modern
roofing material covers the roof. A small door is located in the south
gable end and small square windows open on both sides of the building.

4 second unnumbered outbuilding is the Benjamin SiZver Tenant House
at 3700 Harmony Church Road, just southeast of the barn. This is a lle=story
house with five bays and a center entrance on its main or south elevation
and an open porch on the east end of the house under the extended slate
gable roof. The porch has two recessed paneled posts. A shed addition
extends from the north elevation. A brick exterior chimney rises on the
east gable end of the house. The six-over-six light windows have plain
surrounds. The exterior is covered in aluminum siding, but was probably
originally clapboard. The foundation is stone. The tenant house anpears
on the 1878 Martenet map of Harford County and orobably was built about
1856 along with the main 3ilver house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"he Renjamin Silver House is the main building in the Silver farm complex,
an important example of agricultural life and economy in Harford County

during the second half of the 19th century.

plete as it existed in the late 19th century.

HISTORY AND SUPPCRT

This complex is virtually com=-

Benjamin 3ilver (1810-1894) was one of the nine children of Benjamin
Silver, Sr., a prominent 18th century citizen of the Darlington area.
Benjamin Jr. was well-known in his own right, being one of the original
five trustees of the Deer Creek Harmony Presbyterian Church, appointed in

1837.

The Benjamin Silver House was one of several S5Silver houses in the area.
Benjamin Jr. and three of his brothers married four sisters and all settled
within a few miles of each other. Benjamin Jr. was apparently a 'gentleman

farmer'' as were most of the Silvers and their neighbors.

of Yale and was a Southern sympathizer in the Civil WYar.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

He was a graduate



FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES Nf- 213

Geneaology of William H. Silver of John and Fdith Stokes 3ilver, vertical
file at Harford County Library, Bel Air
Martenet's Map of Harford County, 1878

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, tc be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Secticn 181 XA,

1374 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TC: Maryland Historical Trust
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(301) 267-1438
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HA-398
Benjamin Silver House
ADDITION:

Northwest of the house is a small terraced "allee" of alternating fruit trees
and boxwood Teading north to a grove of large boxwoods enclosing an overgrown
flagstoned space. The date of this landscaping is unknown. The large boxwoods
may be 19th century plantings, but the fruit trees appear to be early 20th
century and the smaller boxwoods to be very recent.

HA-399
Benjamin Silver Barn

ADDITION: The slate roof has a section of smaller slabs at the center, indi-
cating a possible cupola which no longer exists. The interior
structure is mortise and tenon with hand-hewn timbers.

HA-401
Benjamin Silver Servants Quarters

ADDITION: The first floor interior has exposed joists and rafters with some
retaining strips of bark. There is no evidence that this was ever
a finished interior suitable for habitation. It has many nails and
hooks on both the rafters and joists, most of which are now used to
hold tools, horseshoes, etc. Part of the room is occupied by a
modern, concrete block-enclosed furnace linked to a brick chimney
in the east wall. An open stair on the south wall Teads to the
second floor, which was used by the present owner as a children's
playroom. If this was originally the slave quarters and later
servants' quarters, it has been greatly altered during the 20th century.

Janet Davis
August 1983
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BENJAMIN SILVER HOUSE

HA-398-406

CHAIN OF TITLE (PARTIAL)

24 February 1969

1 August 1961

25 May 1951

8 December 1945

14 August 1940

1 March 1930

1 October 1928

27 September 1900

24 June 1851

Grantor:

Grantee:
Acreage:
Amount :

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:

Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:

Grantor:

Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:

Grantee:

Grantor:

Grantee:
Amount :

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:
Amount :

Laura M. Wilson, Francis D. Murnaghan,
Jr., and First National Bank of
Maryland, executors of the estate of
Laurence B. Meacham

Howard N. & Dolores W. Moxley

171.01

$180,000

Ella Marie Kelley, widow
Laurence B. Meacham
169.07

J. Rush and Mary T. Baldwin

Augustine B. and ETla Marie Kelley
167, parts of "Green Spring Forest",
"Green Spring Forest Resurveyed",
“Mary's Lot", "Mary's Lot Resurveyed",
"Peter's Resting Place".

Michael L. and Anne W. Eggar
J. Rush and Mary T. Baldwin
167

John F. & Elizabeth H. Meigs
Michael L. and Anne W. Eggar

Granville S. Mink, widower, and Paul
Mink, unmarried

John F. and Elizabeth H. Meigs

167

John Z. Bayless, trustee for Emily
Silver Bayless, infant heir of Mary W.
Silver

Granville S. Mink, Paul Mink, Earl T.
Adams

Isabella P. and Griffin T. Milton,
et al., heirs of Benjamin Silver
Mary Warnock Silver

$6,629.53

Charity Silver et al.
Benjamin Silver

129

$5,532.73
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Benjamin Silver House HA-328
Glenville vicinity

Harford County

Photo: Janet Davis

September 1982

South elevation
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Benjamin Silver House
Glenville vicinity

Harford County

Photo: Janet Davis

September 1982

Log structure, east elevation
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Benjamin Silver House HA-398
Glenville vicinity

Harford County

Photo: Janet Davis

September 1982

Tenant house, south elevation
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