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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Belle Vue Farm is only 300 feet from the Chesapeake Bay and faces south
east in that direction. The house has been in the same family for two hun-
dred years and it has grown with that family.

The main part of this house is two stories high, and three bays by two.
The brick walls are Flemish bond. A moulded brick water table can be seen
on the south east facade. The principal entrance is in the center bay of the
south east facade. This has double hung, moulded panel doors. A four light
transom is overhead. A one bay, screened in entrance porch shields this docr-
way. Windows louvered shutters. Windows on the front facade have semi-ellip-
tical brick header arches that appear to be an added feature.

The gable flank roof is covered with asphalt shingles. It has a box
cornice and wide eaves. A corbeled brick chimney is located at each inside
end of this section. Four light casement windows flank the chimney at the
attic level of the south west side. Also on this side, it seems apparent
that two doors were bricked up at one time. & flat brick arch still remains
above one bricked in area. The doorways are bricked up in common bond.

The north west facade has many glazed headers. A4 three bay, one tier,
screened in porch is on this side.

Inside, this section is arranged in the classic center through hall
floor plan. The closed string stairway is located in the west corner. It
has pine treads and turned balusters. The stair is paneled with mould pane-
ling. Vertical beaded boards line the stair on the second elevation. The
hallway has two tiers of moulded paneling with chair-rails and a box cornice.

The west room or study has a fireplace in the center of its west wall.
The fireplace has a moulded mantle; plain pilasters carrying a moulded entab-
lature, and a rectangular opening. The fireplace is flanked by closets which
originally were doors leading to the Doctor's office. This room also nhas
beaded chair rails.

There are no chair rails in the east room. A plain fireplace is in the
center of this room's east wall. In the cellar of the brick section it was
necessary to reinforce old beams. Brick fireplace supports are visible here.

Attached to the west facade of the brick section is a one room deep,
two bay br two, two story, frame addition. This is built onto low rubble-
stone foundations. Windows are six lights over six. A corbeled brick chim-
ney is located at the west inside end. Inside this section has an enclosed
stairway to the second elevation.

A one story shed addition and a two story, modern kitchen are attached
to the north facade of the frame section.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bell Vue Farm represents one of Harford County's
The house is present on the Hauducogur
was probably 75 years old even at that
house *through most of its existance
to Chester County, Pennsylvania, T.

time.

This family emigrated from

fap of the Chesapeake Bay in 1735.
The Davis family nas occupied

Flijsh Davis moved the F%m‘ly

s tidewater dwellings.

T+
this

Vad

lzles in 1702
to Harford

County in 1786. He was married in 1783 and eventually had 13 children. Dr. Davis
served as President of the Maryland Senate in the 1513 znd the 1315 terms. He
was a representative in the House of Delegates in 1207 and 1%11.

The house is in the Georgian style and has many of this style's standard
features. Its brick structural rattern is Tlemish Bond.
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[LJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 311 acres

1814 Maryland Tax List

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This land is bounded by the Chesapeake Bay on the Zast; by Swan
Harbor Farm ovned by . John Kenney on the north; and by Cakington
owned by Eleanor Tydings Ditzen on the south.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Susan M. Deeney, Field Historisn March 1977
DRGANIZATION DATE

Historic District Commission 835-5000 ext. 207
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

L5 South Main Street
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Bel Air Maryland 21014

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Title Search

HA-2L2
Dr. E. Hollister Davis
Oakington Rd.
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
AL 21 157 12/24/1941 Grantor: Last Will and Testement of S. Griffith
Davis

Grantee: Dr. Edward Hollister Davis, nephew. I
begqueath my farm '"Belle Vue" to my nephew
provided he desires to live on the farm
or operate it. If he dies his children
and descendants ver stirpes.

SWC 239 177 11/20/1935 Grantor: PSeptimus Davis, et al
Grantee: Griffith Davis
Acreage: '"Belle Vue Farm"

JAR 162 203 2/8/1919 Grantor: George Banks and Melvina Dorsey
Grantee: R. Alexander Banks, deceased
Acreage: ''Bellevue"

ALJ 58  L4is 3/23/1887 Grantor: John Henry Banks and Mary Ellen, wife
Grontee: Griffith Davis

ALJ 31 163 12/12/1874 Grantor: Land and Emigration Company
Grantee: John H. Banks
Acreage: '"Belleview" or '""Belue Farm"

ALJ 20 330 6/5/1874 Grantor: Land and Smigration Company

Grantee: S. Griffith Davis
Acreage: 311 acres

WHD 17 119 3/20/1866 Grantor: Steven Archer, trustee
Grantee: Henry James
Acreage: ''Belle Vue Farm", 326 acres, Steven Archer
sold property to Henry James from an FEgquity
Case.
WHD 8 217 11/2/1860 Grantor: Charles lLee, complainant

Grantee: Albert Davis, defendant, Steven Archer, trustee

HD 26 269 11/26/1841 Grantor: Septimus Davis, et al
Grantee: Martha Davis, et al
Acreage: ''Belle Vue" 326 acres



17

6

198

L26

6/28/1834

6/14/1823

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Grantor:
Grantee:
Acreage:

Henry Dorsey of Edward
Elijah Davis, et al
"Belle Vue" 326 acres

¥1lijah Davis
Henry Dorsey of Edward
"Belle View Farm"
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Belle Vue Farm HA-242
Havre de Grace, MD

Susan M. Deeney

Southeast

April, 1977
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