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Cooksville Tannery

3108 Harmony Church Road
Darlington, MD 21034

This stone dwelling is thought to have been the tannery described by
George Cook in Samuel Hason Jr.'s Historical Sketches of Harford County,
Maryland. Macon wrote that "In 1842, Elisha (Cook) built a small, stome
house near the public road where he settled his son, George P. Cook, as a
storekeeper and who kept store on the ground floor for forty years. During
this time, not being thoroughly content to wait for trade, George built =
tanbark mill across the brook near the road and a dwelling for the operator
opposite to it."

This area, bveing heavily wooded, was perfect for a bark mill and tannery
and it prospered for many years. Lloyd Weaver, a former owner and stone mason
and artist of local reknown, filled in the tanning pits that held the soaking
rides in 1937. He also renovated the structure for use as a family dwellinge.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story stone dwelling is located on the northern side of Harmony
Church Road in the village of Cooksville. The house faces south. A block addition
is located at the east end.

The structure is four bays by two. The gable flank roof is covered with slate.
A corbeled brick chimney is located at each gable end, flush with the wall.
There are large stone quoins and stone lintels.

The principle entrance, located on the south facade is in the second bay and
is flanked by a now closed, stone archway, on the west and a 6/6 window on the
east. The eastern-most bay is blank on the first elevation of this facade. The
stone archway on the west is thought to have served as an entrance for water used
in the tanning operation alleged to have been performed in this structure.

Three windows and a door are located on the south facade's second elevation.

The windows are 6/6 and the door, on the eastern-most bay, opens onto a small,
wooden landing. The door, itself, is board and batten.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This stone dwelling is thought to have been the tannery described by George
Cook in Samuel lMason Jr.'s Historical 3ketches of Harford County, Maryland.
Mason wrote that "In 1842, Elisha (Cook) built 2 2 small, stone house near the
public road where he settled his son, George P. Cook, as a storekeeper and who
kept store on the ground floor for forty years. During this time, not being
thoroughly content to wait for trade, George built a tanbark mlll across the brook
near the road and a dwelling for the operator oprisite to it.

This area, being heavily wooded, was perfect for a bark mill and tannery and it
prospered “or many years. Lloyd Weaver, a former owner and stone mason and artist
of local reknown, filled in the tanning pits that held the soaking hides in 1937.

~ He also renovated the structure for use as a family dwelling.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _2,2” acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property is bounded by Harmony Church Road on the south; and by Mill
Brook on the west.
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ORGANIZATION DATE
Historic District Commission 2/78
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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DGW 201 220 10/28/1926 Grantor: W. Worthington Hopkins, Attorney
Grantee: J. Stevenson Hopkins
Acreage: 95 acres including buildings

DGW 187 83 2/13/1924 Grantor: Tyre Joines and Minnie Joines
Grantee: W. Worthington Hopkins
Acreage: 'Hall's Rich Neck" - 95 acres

JAR 166 L2l 2/5/1920 Grantor: Anna E. Ridout and husband
Grantee: Benjamin A. Weaver and wife

ALJ 67 350 L/14/1890 Grantor: Franklin A. Ridout and wife
Grantee: Anna E. Ridout
Acreage: Buildings erected

WHD 17 250 5/8/1866 Grantor: Crawford Neilson and wife
Grantee: Franklin A. Ridout
WG 14 107 3/3/1863 Grantor: Samuel G. Cook and Oliver M. Warfield,
and wife

Grantee: Crawford Neilson
Acreage: 95 acres more or less

WG 14 69 W/7/1863 Grantor: John P, Smith and Louisa, his wife
Grantee: Samuel G. Cook
Acreage: 'Hall's Rich Neck"
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Cooksville Tannery HA-159
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