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Zooksville Tanbark Mill
Harmonv Church Road
Darlinston, Marvland 21034

This two story stone structure is located on the south side of Harmony
Church Road in an area once known as Tooksville.

This stone structure is said %o have bheen used as a2 tanbark mill in the
mid nineteenth century. This srea along Harmony Church Road was a natural
setting for such a mill, this area being covered with extensive forests

eorge P. Cook is known to have built this mill in 1842 along with a
dwelling for the mill overator.

This area along Deer Creek is known as Cooksville after the industrious
family who from 1816 until circa 1940 dominated the village scene. ZElisha
Cook purchased vroperty along Deer Creek in 1216 and founded a woolen mill
which continued in operation until 1850. %George P. Cook, besides running the
tanbark mill kept a store until 1862. His sister conducted a vrivate school
until the same yesr
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story stone structure is located on the south side of Harmony
Church Road in an area once known as Cooksville.

The building is said to have been a tanbark mill used for the storing and
chipping of bark. The structure is constructed of partially stuccoed rubble stone
and is three bays by two. The slate roof is gable flank. A short brick chimney
is located at the west inside gable end.

Windows are bricked in on the north and south walls of this structure. Windows
at the gable ends are six lights over six. Two louvered openings flank the chimney
near the roof line.

A large sliding door of wood plank is located on the north facade of this
building.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This stone structure is said to have been used as a tanbark mill in the mid
nineteenth century. This area along Harmony Church Road was a natural setting
for such a mill, this area being covered with extensive forests.

The bark -usually black oak~ was stripped from the logs, tied in bundles
and casted to the mill. Here it was broken into small pieces, thrown into a
hopper, and ground into powder. The pulverized bark was then soaked in water to
obtain the tannic acid necessary for the planning process.

Cowhides were first run through limewater to remove the hair and then placed
in pits, where the bark liquid was poured over them. They were allowed to soak
“for months, during which time the process of turning them into leather took place.

George P. Cook is known to have built this mill in 1842 along with a dwelling
for the mill operator.

: This area along Deer Creek is known as Cooksville after the industrious

family who from 1816 until circa 1940 dominated the village scene. Elisha Cook
purchased property along Deer Creek in 1816 and founded a woolen mill which continued
in operation until 1850. George P. Cook, besides running the tanbark mill kept

a store until 1862. His sister conducted a private school until the same year.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Jennings and Herrick Map

of 1858.

ELJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 8.“7 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This proverty is bounded on the north by Harmony Church Road, and on the

south and west by the property of Lloyd Yeaver,

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY T
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Susan M. Deeney, Field Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Historic District Commission 1/78
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

45 South Main Street 838-6Q00, ext. 207
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Bel Air Marvland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Cooksville Tanbark Mill HA-158
Darlington, MD 21034

Susan M. Deeney

February, 1978
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