G-V-B-065 ca. 1865
John George Steyer Farm

Gorman

Private

The John George Steyer Farm consists of a circa 1870 frame farmhouse
and vertical plank springhouse, and a frame bank barn of uncertain date.
The house is a two story, gable-roofed building on a stone foundation. 1Its
basic configuration is a five bay by one bay, center hall plan with a two
story rear ell. A full length facade porch that extends around to the rear
wing, 6/6 sash windows, and the fine stone work manifested in the foundation
and exterior chimney, are its distinguishing features.

The house is an early example of the type of dwelling that was the most
popular house form in Garrett County from the late nineteenth through the
early twentieth centuries. The features that distinguish this building from
its later counterparts are its 6/6 sash windows, which were outmoded by more
elongated 2/2 sash, later in the century, and the massive exterior stone
chimney that was later replaced by slender, interior brick stacks.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John George Steyer Farm consists of a circa 1870 frame farmhouse and vertical
plank springhouse, and a frame bank barn of uyncertain date, The house is a two story,
gable-roofed building on a stone foundation. Its basic configuration is a five bay by
one bay, center hall plan with a two story rear ell. A full length facade porch that
extends around to the rear wing, 6/6 sash windows, and the fine stone work manifested
in the foundation and exterior chimney, are its distinguishing features.

The facade of the house (NW elevation) has a symmetrical, five bay, center door
arrangement with a central cross gable. The door has a large rectangular window out-
lined by a border of small stained glass lights in its upper half, and two molded panels
in its lower half. A three light transom and three-pane sidelights over single, molded
panels compose the door frame. Windows on this elevation are 2/2 sash with the exception
of the second floor, center bay which has been changed to a very small 1/1 sash, A shed-
roofed porch supported by square posts with jigsawn brackets extends across the full
length of the facade, then continues around to the northeast endwall and rear ell.

The northeast endwall is 1lit by 6/6 sash windows, one per floor, and a small, single-
light casement in the gable. A door and a bay of 6/6 sash windows pierce the northeast
side of the rear wing, actually a continuation of the endwall. The southwest endwall is
unfenestrated.

The rear (SE elevation) is pierced by three bays of 6/6 sash windows. Its first
floor level is entirely masked by an enclosed, shed-roofed porch that extends to the
southwest side of the wing. A shouldered, exterior chimney made of pecked-finish ashlar
is located on the southeast endwall of the rear wing. A 6/6 sash window flanks the
chimney on its east side at the first floor level.

The interior of the house is arranged around a center hall, one room on either side.
The staircase rises twelve treads along the southwest wall of the hall in an open, straight
run with turned balusters placed two per tread. The rear wing contains only one room per
floor.

The house rests on a stone foundation of coursed ashlar with a chiseled finish,
Asbestos shingles sheathe all elevations, obscuring the original siding. German siding
covers the first floor level of the facade, however, this may not be the original siding, =
as the facade appears to have undergone some alteration. The elongated 2/2 sash and
ornate doorway differ proportionately and stylistically from the 6/6 sash and the plain
doorways on the other elevations. Due to the inability to observe actual construction
pieces, it is uncertain whether the house was designed to present a different image on the
facade, or if the facade was later modernized.

The roof is covered with corrugated metal on the facade side of the ridgeline, and
with standing seam metal at the rear of the house. 1In addition to the exterior stone
chimney, an interior brick chimney is located between the wing and the main block, and a
cinderblock chimney rises through the interior of the southwest endwall,

The springhouse, located approximately twenty-five feet southwest of the dwelling
house, has a high stone foundation with a gable-roofed, vertical plank structure above it.

conti.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house on the John George Steyer Farm is an early example of the type of dwelling
that was the most popular house form in Garrett County from the late nineteenth through
the early twentieth centuries. Two story, gable-roofed, center hall, frame dwellings with
or without a rear wing became the norm. The features that distinguish this building from
its later counterparts are its 6/6 sash windows, which were outmoded by more elongated 2/2
sash later in the century, and the massive exterior stone chimney that was later replaced

by slender, interior brick stacks.

In 1857, John George Steyer bought the old John Irons Farm. Steyer was a blacksmith
and a farmer, and also ran a sawmill on Locust Run. He built this house soon after the
" ivil War with lumber sawn on his own mill. Lycurgus Brown of Gladesville, West Virginia
.id the stonework on the house and springhouse.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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G-V-B~065
John George Steyer Farm
#7 Description Continuation

The foundation, which houses the spring, is made of coursed ashlar with
chiseled faces. A rectangular window protected by vertical wooden bars
pierces the southeast end of the foundation, and a batten door at the
northwest end provides the entrance to the springhouse. The upper story
is constructed of straight-sawn lumber sided with weatherboard. A shed-
roofed porch supported by square posts, with jigsawn brackets and a jig-
sawn railing, shelters the door on the northeast brackets and a jigsawn
railing, shelters the door on the northeast elevation. A 6/6 sash window
pierces each endwall.

The gable-roofed bank barn, approximately 300 yards east of the house,
is supported by a hewn frame that is mortise and tenoned together. A shed
wing and a brick silo were later added to the rear.
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G~-V-B-065
John George Steyer Farm
Garrett County, MD

Valerie Cesna 8/13/81
Facade: NW elevation
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Rear: SE elevation
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