G-V-A-153

Gortner Amish Church
Gortner early 20th century
Private

Built in the early twentieth century as a grange hall,
this structure was moved from its original location in
Shady Dell Road to its present site circa 1949 to serve as a
church for the local Amish community.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in the early twentieth century as a grange hall, this
structure was moved from its original location on Shady Dell Road
to its present site circa 1949 to serve as a church for the local
Amish community.

The main block of the building is a one story, gable-roofed,
frame structure measuring 5 bays long by one bay wide 4/4 sash windows
with plain board surrounds and simple dripboards light the northeast
and southwest elevations. A gabled vestibule occupies the northwest
endwall. Circa 1960 the building was enlarged by adding a two bay,
gable roofed wing to the southeast endwall. All elevations are
sheathed with weatherboard and cornerboards, each of the three sections
having a different width of the siding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The one story, oblong, plan with a gable end entrance was a popular
form for both grange halls and churches in Garrett County from the late
nineteenth through the early twentieth centuries. For that reason this
building's transition from a grange hall to a church was an easy one,

requiring no major alteration.
See sites:
G-V-A-134 Pleasant Valley Grange Hall .
G-V-A-081 Sunnyside Chapel
G-V-A-061 Broadwater Chapel

for a comparison of grange hall and church buildings.
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Interview with Edwin Beachy, adjacent farm to the north, 24 August 1981.
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Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION
Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines

DATE
September 1981

STREET & NUMBER
Shaw House, 21 State Circle

TELEPHONE

(301) 269-2438

CiTY OR TOWN
Annapolis

STATE
Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.
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G-V-A-153

Gortner Amish Church
Garrett Co., MD
Valerie Cesna 8/24/81
NW & SW elevations
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Gortner Amish Church
Garrett Co., MD
Valerie Cesna 8/24/81
NE & SE elevatioms



