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Gortner Union Church 1898
Gortner
Private

Gortner Union Church is a one story, gable-roofed, frame
building, four bays long by two bays wide. Its facade is located
on the southeast endwall, the only openings being two raised four
panel doors with plain board surrounds and molded drip boards.

Four evenly spaced 4/4 sash windows light both side walls. The
rear endwall has a small, square vent in its gable. Weatherboard
with cornerboards sheathes the exterior walls, while the roof has a
covering of corrugated metal and brick chminey situated at the
center of its ridgeline. A small cemetery is also associated with
the church.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Gortner Union Church is a one story, gable-roofed, frame building, four
bays long by two bays wide. Its facade is located on the southeast endwall,
the only openings being two raised four-panel doors with plain board surrounds
and molded dripboards. Four evenly spaced 4/4 sash windows with similar surrounds
light both side walls. The rear endwall has a small square Wwent in its gable.

Weatherboard with cornerboards sheathes the exterior walls, and a plain
board frieze outlines the eaves. The roof is covered with corrugated metal and
has a brick chimney located at the center of its ridgeline. Another brick
chimney was later added to the southwest elevation.

In July 1937, this building was moved from the east side of US Route 219 S
approximately .1 mile southeast down Gortner Road where it now sits on a foundation
of rock-faced concrete block with a full basement.

A small cemetery is located on the southwest side of the church. The majority
of the monuments date from the 1920's to the 1940's, but continue up to the present
date. The names of the families interred there are: Beeghly, Buncutter, Dawson,
DeWitt, Feather, Fike, Gortner, Hauger, Johnson, Lichty, McCabe, McCartney, McRobie,
McFarland, Orendorf, Sanders, Slabach, Swartzentruber, Tasker, Wamsley, Welch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The land on which the church was originally built was donated by Peter P.
Gortner, who constructed the church with the help of his neighbors. Work was
begun in April 1898 and the building was completed by October of the same year.
At its dedication ceremony on October 16, 1898 three sects were represented:
Mennonite, Church of the Brethren, and United Brethren. Through the years
five demoninations have been associated with the church.
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Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines August 1981
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle (301) 269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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