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Underwood United Brethern Church,
and Ashby Cemetery

Gortner

Private

Rebuilt 1938

Underwood United Brethern (sic) church is a frame, one-story,
gable-roofed building on a new concrete block foundation. Its one bay
by four bay rectangular plan has a square bell tower on its gable
end facade and a pentagonal apse.

The Ashby cemetery contains a 1966 monument dedicated to William and
Sarah Ashby who were interred there in 1803 and 1820, respectively. The
majority of grave markers date from the 1920's and 1930°'s.
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Underwood United Brethern (sic)Church is located on the north side of
Silver Knob Road approximately .1 mile east of Crellin-Underwood Road. The
cemetery is situated on the south side of the road .1 mile further east.

The church is a frame, one story, gable-roofed building with its facade
oriented to the southeast. Its basic configuration is a one bay by four bay
main block with a square bell tower at its southeast gable end facade and a
pentagonal projection at its northwest endwall. A later gable addition is
positioned on the eastern end of the northeast elevation, occupying one bay.

The main section of the church rests on a concrete block foundation with
a full basement level. Its rectangular windows are glazed with leaded, stained
glass. The bell tower sits on a rubble stone foundation and is topped by a
bellcast roof. The roof is supported by square posts with scroll brackets
at the corners leaving the bell platform open. A double door entrance with
a two pane transom light is located at the base of the tower and two round
arched windows are placed above the doorway, one above the other. The five-
sided projection at the rear also has a rubble stone foundation. Two stained
glass windows identical to those on the rest of the building pierce the sides
that join the main block. The gable addition rests on cinderblock and is 1lit
by small, aluminum sash windows.

The Ashby Cemetery contains a 1966 monument dedicated to William and
Sarah Ashby who were interred there in 1803 and 1820, respectively. A
fragment of the Ashby tombstone is placed on the monument. The next earliest
tombstone is dated 1854 and does not identify the deceased. The most recent
stone is Rebecca Stiles' 1958 monument. The majority of the markers date
from the 1920s and 1930s. The major families buried there are: Beachy,
Kitzmiller, Dillworth, Barkman, Rishell , Forman, Axmstrong , Wilson,
Lowdermilk, Friend, Smith, Nine, and Elliot.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This typical rural church was built C. 1873 when the congregation was founded
by I. M. Underwood. It was rebuilt in 1938 by E. A.Crites.

The Ashby tombstone located in the cemetery is of special note.
Ashby were some of the earliest settlers into Garrett County.
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William and Sarah
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1374 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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